Perry & Haas,L.L.p.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

2100 Frost Bank Plaza, P.O. Box !500, Corpus Cheisti, Texa; 78403-]5Q0
Telepbone: 513/230-7500 PFacsim:le: $32/857-9507
Direct Dnal: 512/880-7543

July 15, 1996

Mr. Paul Sheridan Via Fax: (313) 277-5095
22357 Columbia Street

Dearborn, Michigan 48124-3431
Re: Gonzalez v. Chrysler
Dear Paul.

On Fniday, July 12, we had a hearing to try to release 30,000 pages of
Chrysler documents, all of the depositions taken (including yours), and other
materials produced in the case. The Judge basically produced it all. Here is some
press coverage that relates to the same. The deposition that you gave in the case
18 no longer under seal and has been quoted extensively in the Dallas Morning
News article. After we won the hearing, I gave them a copy of the transcript.
The transcript and the videotape are now considered public record.

You may want to let Courtney know about this, as it may affect what you
all want to do in terms of the next step of your lawsuit.

I assume that the above pleases you.

Very truly yours,

PERRY & HAAS, L.L.P.

Frbod & Lhstpi

Mikal C. Watts
MCW/jlh
Attachments
MIKAL C. WATTS

Aucrmey at Law
Perry & Haas 1s 3 limuted Bability partaerthup that nci2des peclessional corporations



CAUSE NQ. 37,316

JOHN AND TAMMY MATTHEWS, IN THE DJISTRICY COURT O0OF
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS NEXT
FRIENOS FCR STEVI WESTON,
A MINGR

Vs,

%

CHARLES ORTIZ SMITH,
ELKHART INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL OISTRICT, CHRYSLER
CORPORATION, AND ROGER
CONN CHRYSLER-DODGE-
PLYMOUTH-JEEP-RAGLE, INC,

ANDERSON COUNTY, TEXAS

LMD LN AU OOV OO O

TH.RD JURICIAL DISTRICT

CROER
RE: EXHIBITS TO PAUL SHERIDAN DEPOSITION

On July 12, 1996 certa‘n documents consisting of
Exhioits to the Deposition of Paul Sheridan were sub-
mitted for in camera inspectior. After examining the
documents submitted it is crdered that.:

(3) The protecticns claimed for Exhibits: 8,10,
12, 22 and 23 are denied;

(b) The protecticns claimed for Exhibits: 11,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 2?1 and 50 are sustained.

(c) The Exhibits wnich are protected pursuant
to ~nis order shall remafn sealed and filed with the
papers of this cause.

(¢} The Exnibits submitted which are not protected
pursuant to this order are ordered to be placed in a
seperate envelcpe and sealed by the District Clerk for
14 days from this date.

If there 1$ no further order before that date the
Clerk is “hen directed to> unseal those records and make
them available for inspection during normal business hours

Signeqi this 2.2 day of July, 1996,
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‘rear ﬂoor 1atches are gﬁfe
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"By Terry Box . . | igglais
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Chrysler Corp. knew at least five: ‘years iga that

rear lift-gate latches on its popular: ‘minivans:built

before 1996 were “flimsy” and weaker: thanththQ.un

=18

its cumpetimn vans w:arding to cmm dncuinents .

released?ﬂdgy, S it FH'“*"' ity s
The documents also ::g;lmin allegaﬁnns by a for-

mer Chrysler product‘p that effortsto change

the latch’ des:lgn were ¢élched in 1993 and that
Chryﬂar went to m‘me lengths to keep latch ‘prob-

lems fmm being displosed The plnnnur m J.ntar |

fired. %ﬁuw ;ﬁﬁ; R T

- [n addition, one of the documanm indi:;nm that'
bctwm May and August 1994, hundreds and-per-

ps. thousands of spontaneous utt’;gate -openings

wem recorded by Chrysler:as brand-new mmlvuns '_

were belng" transporred by trains’ und u-uclca to
dealerships. s e WU €

‘"!Chrysler maintains that the lift.gate lntchﬁ m

safe and says that it agreed to replace them mosﬂy ic ¥

reassure its minivan customers. e iERS

.. State .District Judge John Cathoou nrdered .1119
dunumantﬂ unsealed during a héaring in. Palesl:ln#
tn Anderson County. Several lawsuits“on’ behalf | of
Texas residents injured in Chrj'sler mlmvm m
Pime see Page 19A. R
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Ennunled from Pugt JA,
‘dents are pendmg, mclndmg
one in Judge’ Calhoon's cowrt.

The céses are among a: number
of cm'rsler minivan’ lawslutn & |
tionally.-

Last rear the Nétional Highway_

Traffic - Safery Admlmstrntmn .

closed an {nquiry 1iuto Chrysler’s
minwans after the automaker re-
~10 CONtroversy-about- the

jatches with .4 repair program.
Chrysler agreed lo. mplaca the

PM“"F%’ .WTW'M-I?,?E -

'ntﬁ'ibutéd 10 Chrysler mm?antreir Hr

doors popping open in crashes and
ejecting - passengers, ant_:u;*dmg to

plmntiﬂs lawyers” “obtained from |
Chrysler as prepared their
mwgalnﬂ"the -8 er. -Tha
nrder unsealing the documems was

. a:esultiof a peﬂm‘ﬁledab? the

tawyers and some media-organiza-
tions, lncludmg the The Dallas
Morning News « The filing-wasmade
- under.a state law designed tonsﬁm
'puhhr. access to court tecords. ..
R, Todd Tracy, a:Dallas lawyer
g mnung .an-Anderson: Couanty
in 8 minivan acel
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knew

nf public opinion. Once
i someone puts out an -
assemon a number ﬂf
penple will beheve it’s.
CIUF.‘ ;

._ﬂr

i« Rick Dﬂ'lnfl'us
Ch rym'cf spokesman
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19 “Think:
tupinmn ‘hie said
puts ‘out a0 agsertion, & q“ttghé
ple will pelieve it's ATu
%;nm line 1s you have to Tesp
it even When you Know* :jﬁur
p:godum: is safe."

1\ At the hearing, Chrysler 1ay __rs
Ipusht to keep some- records Lanfi-
dential, particularly 293- -page
swurn ‘statement DY, the former
froduct planmer-turned: whistle-
b pwar .

n Paul Sheridan saud in Ihe depost-
‘tion that Dy 1991, it was “common
if:nnwmdgd“’ at Chrysler that the
‘had safety prublems ralnt-
Scei. ¥ to the lif-gate latch.
up [of € Elﬂ?‘ﬁ, and
D e geueray.
w]:iat w:‘tunsidﬁr-ed some-
iof a fhmsy lntn:h design: visa-
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Judge releases
Chrysler files

Plaintiffs lnclude Elkhart 'teen s famlly

n<.

By CINDY POLE *:;*-;a .t ed from a Ch.rysler minivan in an geci-
. Herald-Press Staff Wnter ¢ :dent, said the judge’s ruling was a victo-

Astate district, judge’s urder nnd an - Ty.“for the owners of minivans across the -

'a.greamant between .attorneys :resulted ;. T.country .who. have been badly deceived

n the release of numerous documents to - by Chrysler into tk mk.mg there may not

: *he public “concerning - Chrysler-mini-: “be a problem.” -
;ﬁmns‘ rear liftgates., , 6 il atatement from Chstler said it is-

Judg&J'em C&lhﬂd"‘l hrde.redath‘atfthe* rev:emng its »a.vmlab e ‘options;“includ-

tran,scnpt and videg{ape of the deposi a.nappeal and will continue to assert
' “tion'of a" former Chrysler emplnyw"be‘ .ﬁm t to protect confidential and com-
~ released to the public, and denied a petitively sensitive busmea: mfnrma
. motion by Chrysler for 2 stay | tu take‘the t.mn.
' matter to an appellate court,. “Chrvsler spﬂk&sman H:c.k Dencau said

“The -public will learn toda}' for t.he the federal government never had a find-

first time that Chrysler has in fact been"’ :ing'of a defect in the minivans. What is

concealing a known hazard,” said ‘E.. gort.antls that-Chrysler anriounced in
d' Tracy, .an - attorney repreaentmg 995 a service action to re.-p]nce the

“nine people in Iawamt.s ag'amst the com- - Iatchas, he said.
s pany.. ’ .. 7 Last year Chrysler asked more than 4

.Attome M.lkal Watts who" JH repre “milllon- owners of 1984-1995. Chrysler

| Een‘tingthe'f'ﬂmlh’ﬂf 15-year-old Elkhart - - Town & Country, Dodge” Caravan arid

gl.rl whn was paralyzed after b-emg' eject-‘ STk See CHRYSIER, Page 10

(D T T
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Continued from Page 1 : £ =+ . a
Plymouth Voyager minivans 16 bring themn
;'or l-.ilnst.allation of a free stronger liftgate
atch, 7. (AT -
Although Chrysler did not dispute ‘the
release of some documents Friday, its atlor-
neys argued thai former employee Paui
Sheridan’s deposition was to be sealed per
agreement with plaintiffs’ attorneys. They
aleo objected to the release of information
concerning pull tests on the 1996 model wini-
vans, saying the information was not reie-
vant to the case op trjaly sy - . '
Watts ‘said nothing in Sheridan’s deposi-
" tion could be remotely considéred a trade
secret and therefore protécted-from disseml-

-
1

nation. He alsc argued that plaintiffs’ attor-
neys made it clear theyiwould fight the agree- -

ment “signed under-duress” to keep the depo-
sition seaied. - . oo K
In his deposition,” Sheridan said it was
“common knowledge” at Chrysler as early as
1991 that there was ¢ safety problem with its

miniven liftgate latches. Ho-was first told in
‘April 1993 that if.they changed tbe latches

“we will indict ourselves,” he said.

Tn Chryslers statemeat, the company said
Sheridan was fired for br@sch of confidential-
ity,~but while employed there he had no

09:13 T'1 512 887 8507
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responsibility for safety, engineenng, design
or manufacturing. His role was to identify
new product features that might be consid-
ered for future models from a marketing
standpoint, it saic.

Watt’s chient, Stevi Weston, was rendered &
paraplegic: following a July 1995 accident in
which the 1994 Dodge Caravan she was trav-
eling overturned, ejecting her and three oth-
ers. - - |
The documents released Fridey “very clear-
ly show Chrysler's knowledge of the problems
they had. It shows Stevi Weston is not the
only one, there are hundreds like her across
the country and Chryslier has tried to keep it

secret,” Watts said.

Among the documents released Friday that
Tracy said supports thewr case:

® Some 2,100 incidents were recorded of

liftgstes opening during transport by rail and
truck to dealerships. “The reason that is sig-
nificant is that it illustrates that you doo't
even have to be in an accident for those
things to come open,” Tracy said. -

® Three customers of a Florida car rental
company reported the liftgates operung while
they drove off the parking lot. - o

@ Chrysler had received notice of 40 law-
suits concerning the liftgate latches by May

t . _

M

@ oot .0

1994, when it reported to the federal govern-
ment that it was aware of 18 lawswits.and
four claims pending. - S

. @ Clkrysler began destroving test data in
- October 1988 when it had three Jawsuils
pending agamnst it. The company said it
destroyed the data pursuant'to its docurment .
retention policy, but Tracy said documents
released Friday showed . the. .company
destroyed certain tests but not in chronologi-
cgl order. | |

'@ Pull test data show the Chrysler 1994
minivan had the weakest latch in comparison
to Ford, Mercury, Toyota, Mazda and VW
models. Also, Chirysler models were the gnly
ones to have only a primary Jatch, as opposed

to others that had primary and secondary
latches.

- Chryvsler bas maintained that fewer than
200 liftgates opened during rail shipments,.
which was not comparable to driving
because the minivaas were tied down and
robbed of their own suspension.
~ Calhoon will review some documents out-
- s1de court to determine if they should be
made public. Tracy szid those are mostly.
safety leadership team minutes relating to
marketing. ' -
Trial in the case is sat for November.
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5 years ago, court records indicate -

Judge unseals documents in Anderson County lawsuit against automaker.

o Several lawsuits on behalf of Tex-

ans injured in Chrysler minivans
are pending. '

» The cases involve lift-gate laiches
on the minivans. .
) y _

DALLAS - Rear lift-gate latch-
es on Chrysler Corp.'s popular
minivaps built before 1996 were
“flimsy” and weaker than thosc on
competitors’ vans, with the compa-
‘ny aware of the defect at least five
‘'vears ago, documents released in a
‘Northeast Texas court show. |
" The 'documents . were ordered
‘unsealed Friday by State’ District
Judge John Calhoon during a hear-
ing at Palestine. o
Qeveral lawsuits on behalf of
Texans injured in minivan wrecks
are pending, including one in the
Anderson County court. |

Accusations by a former
Chrvsler ‘product . planner that

eﬁms to change the, latch d¢513n |
Were SQUCIChed1 in 1993 and that

the automaker tried to keep latch
problems from being disclosed
were included in the documents. -

The planner was later fired.

One document also indicates
that bundreds and perhaps thou-
sands' of spontaneous hft-gate
openings were recorded Dby
Chrysler between May and August
1994 as brand-new mumvans were
being transported by trains and
trucks to dealerships. | |

The company contends that the
lift-gate latches are safe and that it

agreed to replace them mostly to

reassure its minivan customers.
The National Highway Trathic

Safety Administration closed an

inquiry last year into Chrysler’s
minivans after the automaker
responded to controversy. about
the latches with a repair prograrn.

Chrysler agreed to. replace the
latches on 4.37 million minivans

produced between 1984 and 1995,
Federal safety records shaw
more than 35 deaths’ have been
attributed to Chrysler minivan
rear doors popping open in crashes
and éjecting passengers. =~
As many as 30,000 pages of doc-
uments the plainhffs’. lawyers
obtained from Chrysler were
unsealed by Cathoon. |
The order unsealing the docu-
ments was a result of a petition
filed by the lawyers and some
media organizations, including The
Dallas Morning ‘News, The filing

‘was fiade under a state law

desighed to assure public access {0
courtrecords. . |

" Dallas’lawyer E.Todd ﬁicy';"wlip

represents an Anderson County

" teen injured in a minivan accident,
'said , . he wanted
released as a “‘public service.”

the records

" “As consumers, we 80 in there

and buy cars because we trusy the
manufacturer,”’ Tracy said.. )
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