
Attachment 8 
Page 1 of 6 

 
 
 

The Issues of Morality and (Scientific) Ethics 
 
Throughout human history the #1 issue has never been our collective good looks, or our ability to “subdue 
Mother Nature,” but first-and-foremost the #1 issue has always been our ability to conduct ourselves in a 
manner consonant with the basics of ethical behavior. 
 
In my humble opinion, the proverbial giants are the average members of humanity, upon the shoulders of 
which you will find standing, the so-called scientific community. The latter, contrary to, of late, its all too 
mindless but characteristic vanity, is utterly dependent on the average people that comprise day-to-day 
society; the people that pave the roads, build the houses, and grow and cook the food.  If a scientist is 
looking to thank someone for the lofty perch that they sit upon, take a moment to observe the average 
person upon whose shoulders you truly stand. 
 
The scientific community is merely an offshoot of humanity, and as such is not immune to the pitfalls of 
unethical behavior.  ClimateGate is just one example of that community that was exposed as unethical.  
When one canvasses the broader reality, that most unethical behavior goes undetected or unproven, one 
can become generally insolent or even cynical.  No one promised that life would be easy. 
 
In the last paragraph of my December 15, 1987 letter to then-Dean Curtiss Tarr, Cornell University Johnson 
Graduate School of Management, I used the term: 
 

“Koyannisqatsi” 
 
Pronounced coy – yah – niece – got -  zee, it is derived from Hopi, meaning “crazy life.”  I ended that 
decades-old letter with a warning from Counsel to the King (Arthur).  Merlin warned,  “ . . . for it is the doom 
of men that they should forget.” 
 
In a scene from the John Boorman film Excalibur,  Arthur and Merlin discuss the “greatest virtue.”   
 

 
 
The greatest virtue is, of course, truth.  https://vimeo.com/150384524  As the deans of the Cornell 
Graduate School of Business and the Law School, will affirm, I have pursued the truth: 
 
http://pvsheridan.com/Sheridan-SafetyLeadershipAward.pdf 

https://vimeo.com/150384524
http://pvsheridan.com/Sheridan-SafetyLeadershipAward.pdf
https://vimeo.com/150384524
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Contrary to what appears to be presented in this short letter, words that imply a disdain for my alma mater 
(Cornell University), my relationship with that institution (and academic institutions like it) is one of ongoing 
deference and deep caring.  I have not given up on the process of high education.  Alternatively I am not 
known for “sparing the rod.”  This instant effort should be viewed as confirmation of the exact opposite: My 
ongoing commitment to high education and Cornell. 
 
The 150th Anniversary gala of the founding of Cornell included the film, ‘Glorious to View.’  Shown to alumni 
at the gala, it is available at the Cornell home page, and their YouTube account: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuM8vTq0jd4 
 

If you scroll into the Comments section you will find the #1 ‘thumbs-up’ comment; that would be mine: 
 

 
 
I have personally experienced the unethical behavior of Cornell, including but not limited to climate science. 
As implied above, rather than behaving in a manner beholden to day-to-day society, the shoulders upon 
which Cornell truly stands, my alma mater has diverted to a path that grovels before the agendas of 
financial and other sorted vested interests.  Attachment 7 above documents just one example. 
 
Much of what currently constitutes climate science, and certainly the climate bolshevism that characterizes 
higher education’s approach to it, could be relegated to Koyannisqatsi.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuM8vTq0jd4
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