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1  APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL: 1 (Pursuant to Article 10(B) of the Rules
2 On behalf of the Plaintiffs: 2 and Regulations of the Georgia Board of Court
3 JAMES E. BUTLER JR ESQUIRE 3 Reporting, awritten disclosure statement was
4 DAVI D ROMVEDDER, ESQUI RE 4 submitted by the court reporter to all counsel
5 Butler Woten Cheel ey & Peak LLP 5 present at the proceeding.)
6 2719 Buford Hi ghway 6 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #A marked)
7 Atlanta, CGeorgia 30324 7 MR. BUTLER: Thiswill be the videotaped
8 - and- 8 deposition of Mr. Marchionne taken pursuant to
9 JAVES EDWARD BUTLER |11, ESQUI RE 9 noticefor al lawful purposes, taken on
10 Butler Tobin LLC 10 cross-examination.
11 1932 N. Druid Hills Road NE 11 What's the time, Maureen?
12 Suite 250 12 THE COURT REPORTER: | have got 9:19.
13 Atlanta, Georgia 30319 13 MR. BUTLER: Okay.
14 14 THE COURT REPORTER: Just now hit 9:20.
15 On behal f of the Defendant Chrysler Goup, LLC 15 MR. BUTLER: Okay, Okay, ready to go?
16 M DI ANE ONENS, ESQUI RE 16 MS. OWENS: Yes, sir.
17 TERRY O. BRANTLEY, ESQUI RE 17 MR. BUTLER: Okay.
18 Swift Currie MGhee & Hiers LLP 18 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Y ou ready, sir?
19 The Peachtree, Suite 300 19 MR. BUTLER: Yeah.
20 1355 Peachtree Street NE 20 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Y eah, stand by, please.
21 Atlanta, GCeorgia 30309 21 MR. BUTLER: WEell announce.
22 22 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Okay. And we are on
23 23 therecord. Thetimeis approximately 9:20 am.
24 (Def endant Appearances Continued next 24 Thisisthe beginning of the videotaped deposition
25 page) 25 of Sergio Marchionne. Would Counsel present please
Pege 7 Page 9
1 -and- 1 identify themselves and who they represent for the
2 BRIAN S. WESTENBERG, ESQUI RE 2 record.
3 Mller Canfield 3 MR. BUTLER: Jm Butler, Jeb Butler and
4 840 West Long Lake Road 4 Dave Rohwedder, and paralegal Beth Glen, here for
5 Suite 200 5 the Plaintiffs.
6 Troy, Mchigan 48098-6358 6 MR. BETTS: Robert Betts for Defendant
7 -and- 7 Harrell.
8 MARJORI E H. LOEB, ESQUI RE 8 MS. OWENS: Diane Owens, Brian Westenberg,
9 LOUANN VAN DER W ELE, ESQUI RE 9 Terry Brantley, Margie Loeb and Louann Van Der
10 Chrysler Goup, LLC 10 Wiele, on behalf of the Defendant Chrysler Group,
11 1000 Chrysler Drive 11 LLC.
12 Auburn Hills, Mchigan 48326-2766 12 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Anyone else? Thank
13 13 you, Counsel.
14  On behalf of Bryan Harrell: 14 Would the court reporter please swear the
15 ROBERT BETTS, ESQUI RE 15 witness.
16 Kar st en Bi cknese 16 SERGIO MARCHIONNE,
17 Seacrest, Karesh, Tate & Bicknese LLP 17 having been first duly sworn, was examined and
18 56 Perinmeter Center East, Suite 450 18 testified as follows:
19 Atlanta, Georgia 30346 19 EXAMINATION
20 20 BY MR.BUTLER:
21 Also present: M. Beth den, paral egal Butler 21 Q State your name for the record, please,
22 \Woten 22 dir.
23 23 A. SergioMarchionne.
24 24 Q. Marchionne?
25 25 A. | will answer to most.
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1 Q. Pardon? 1 A. Theonlythingl cantell youisthat it's

2 A. | will answer to most readings. 2 thesamecompany. | can't expressan opinion on

3 Q. Whatisyourjob? 3 what you suggested.

4  A. I'mthechief executive of Fiat Chrysler 4 Q. Waell, dowe need to change the name of the

5 Automobiles, and I'm the -- which isthe Dutch 5 corporate defendant in this case?

6 company headquartered in Europewhichruns,now, | 6 A. That'salegal matter. I'm not hereto

7 runsChrysler U. S. And |I'm also the chief 7 expressan opinion. | just don't know.

8 executive of the U. S. Operations. 8 Q. Youarealawyer, areyou not?

9 Q. Wadll, for what corporation do you work? 9 A. Yes Butl'macCanadian lawyer, asyou

10 What's the proper name of the corporation? 10 well know, and that has...

11 A. Fiat Chryser AutomobilesN.V., 11 Q. You'renot an engineer, are you?

12 headquartered in Holland, listed in New York. 12 A. I'mnot an engineer.

13 Q. Ithoughtitwasregistered asa 13 Q. Yourealawyer and achartered

14 Netherlands corporation but headquartered in London? | 14 accountant; correct?

15 A. ltisincorporated under Dutch law. It 15 A. Yeah.

16 is-- 16 Q. Wheredoyoulive?

17 Q. Andheadquarter isin London; correct? 17  A. Switzerland.

18 A. Ithasacorporateresidencein London, 18 Q. Wherein Switzerland?

19 anditislisted in New York. 19 A. Adcitycalled Zug.

20 Q. Okay. And sothat's Fiat Chryder 20 Q. Isthat near Geneva?

21 Automobiles, N period, V period? 21 A. No. It'sinthe German part of

22 A. Nperiod, V period. 22 Switzerland.

23 Q. AndtheU.S. &ffiliate you mentioned, 23 Q. Z-U-G?

24 what's the name of that company? 24  A. Z-U-G. Thename of thetown isactually

25 A. lItisnow called FCA US/LLC. 25 Walchwil.
Page 11 Page 13

1 Q. That'sthecompany that used to be named 1 Q. Allright. Areyou chairmanof FCA US?

2 Chrysler Group, LLC? 2 A Yes

3 A. Correct. 3 Q. Fiattook over Chryser when it bought

4 Q. Thenamewas changed on December 16, 2014? | 4 Chrysler'sout of -- Chrysler's assets out of

5 A. Correct. 5 bankruptcy in 2009; correct?

6 Q. Thename change doesn't really change 6 A. I'mnotsurethat'sexactly how the

7 anything, doesit? 7 transaction happened, but it became a shareholder of

8 A. Itdoesnot. It wasdoneto makesure 8 Chrysler Group, LLC, in 2009.

9 that the whole global organization reflected the new 9 Q. Fatdid?

10 acronym of FCA. 10 A. Yeah, Fiat did.

11 Q. Allright. It'sthe same corporation; 11 Q. Chrysler Group, LLC, wasanew corporation

12 correct? 12 created in 2009; correct?

13 A. ldentical. 13  A. |think so. | don't know for sure, but |

14 Q. Sointhislawsuit we don't need to change 14 think it was new.

15 the name of the corporate defendant from Chrysler 15 Q. Andtheassetsof old Chrysler were

16 Group, LLC, to FCA US, LLC, becauseit's the same 16 transferred into Chrysler Group; correct?

17 corporation; correct? 17 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the

18 A. | can't expressan opinion on the legal 18 question.

19 meritsof what you said. 19 Y ou may answer.

20 Q. Waéll, doyou claim that the name change -- 20 A. Somemay havebeen transferred, yes.

21 name change means that the corporation is no longer 21 BY MR.BUTLER:

22 responsibleif the court and jury find it liablein 22 Q. Allright.

23 thiscase? 23 A. Itwaspart of acorporatereorganization

24  A. It'sthesamecompany. 24 in association with the bankruptcy.

25 Q. Isthata"yes' ora"no"? 25 Q. Aspart of that corporate reorganization

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Pages 10..13
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1 and bankruptcy, the Chrydler entities received a 1 theend result was that one-and-a-half hillion

2 bailout from the United States Treasury; isn't that 2 dollars was not repaid?

3 correct? 3 A. Therewasfundingthat wasgiven to -- it

4 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 4 wasgiven, going back to December of 2008 and the

5 question. 5 first quarter of 2009, it was given to a predecessor

6 A. Theyreceived a seriesof funding measures 6 company, with which | have no affiliation and no

7 from both the Canadian and the U. S. government and 7 knowledge of.

8 theprovinceof Ontario, in particular, that allowed 8 Q. Waél, thenetresult of al theU. S.

9 Chryder Group, LLC, to function from June 10th, 9 taxpayer funding given to Chrysler isthe taxpayers

10 2009. 10 ended up losing one-and-a-half billion dollars;

11 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as 11 correct?

12 nonresponsive. 12 A. | would not know because | wasnot aware

13 Let me get my question back. 13 of thefunding that went into the old company at the

14 BY MR.BUTLER: 14 time.

15 Q. Aspart of the corporate reorganization 15 Theonly thing | do know, Mr. Butler, is

16 and bankruptcy, the Chrydler entities received a 16 that | became CEO of the company on June 10th, 2009,

17 bailout from the United States Treasury; isn't that 17 and on that date there wasfunding provided by the

18 correct? 18 United States Treasury, for which we took full

19 MS. OWENS: Same objection. 19 responsibility and repaid in 2011.

20 A. |Ithought I'd answered it. 20 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike the latter

21 BY MR.BUTLER: 21 part as nonresponsive.

22 Q. Will you answer my question? 22 BY MR.BUTLER:

23 A. |justanswered. 23 Q. Isntittrue, sir, that you called this

24 Q. |didn'task you anything about Canada or 24 U. S. taxpayer funding of Chrysler a"bailout"?

25 Ontario, did I? 25 A. | probably havehistorically, yes. But
Page 15 Page 17

1 A. Butl'mtryingtotell you what happened. 1 thewhole processwas called a bailout, including

2 You can disregard what happened. 2 General Motorsat thetime.

3 Q. Wadl, did Chryder receive abailout from 3 Q. When Fiat took over the assets of Chrysler

4 the United States Treasury? 4 in 2009, it then controlled those assets through the

5 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 5 new corporation Chrysler Group, LLC; correct?

6 question. 6 A. Itdidnotinitially until it acquired

7 A. ltreceved funding from the United States 7 control in 2011.

8 Treasury and from other entitiesthat's acrossthe 8 Q. Sir, didn't Fiat have a’58.5 percent

9 border. 9 interest of the new corporation Chrysler Group in

10 BY MR. BUTLER: 10 2009?

11 Q. How much funding did Chrysler receive from 11  A. No.

12 the United States Treasury? 12 Q. Whendid it obtain complete control over

13  A. About $7 billion dallars. 13 Chryder?

14 Q. T7hillion? 14  A. January 1st, 2014, wasthe datein which

15 A. T7hbillion. All of -- 15 we announced the acquisition of the remaining

16 Q. Ithought! read somewherethat it was 16 interest by Vivain the company, and it was closed

17 morelike 12-and-a-half billion? 17 within the month of January of last year.

18 A. No. Itwas7billion. And all of which 18 Q. Andnow Fiat owns 100 percent?

19 wasrepaid in May of 2011 with 19.7 percent interest | 19 A, Correct.

20 per annum. 20 Q. Butyoutook over -- you and the

21 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike the latter 21 management team at Fiat took over management of

22 part as nonresponsive. 22 Chryslerin June-- on June 10, 2009; correct?

23 BY MR.BUTLER: 23  A. | took over asCEO on June 10th, 2009, and

24 Q. Sir,isn'tit truethat of the United 24 the management team came from Chrydler in the United

25 States taxpayer money that was given to Chrysler, 25 States. Therewereonly two or three expatsthat

770-343-9696
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1 werebrought in at thetime. 1 A. Thatistechnically not true.

2 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #33 marked) 2 Q. Technicdly not true?

3 BY MR.BUTLER: 3 A wdl--

4 Q. Show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit No. 33. 4 Q. Isitpracticaly true?

5 Isthat the Chrysler pressrelease 5 A. |It'snot practically trueeither. Fiat

6 announcing the name change? 6 did pay for itsinterest in Chryder.

7 A. Yes |think. Yeah. 7 Q. Doyourecal being interviewed by the

8 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #38 marked) 8 Globe and Mail -- which is a London newspaper;

9 BY MR.BUTLER: 9 correct?

10 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 38. 10 A. Globeand Mail isa Canadian newspaper.

11 Have you ever seen that article before 11 Q. Canadian. Okay. | don't get out much.

12 from Reuters -- Reuters, Reuters, or however you 12 Do you ever recall being interviewed by

13 pronouncethat. It'sthe London pressorganization. | 13 the Globe and Mail? Obvioudly, it's Canadian. It's

14  A. | havenot seen thisparticular one, but 14 got the maple lesf.

15 I'm aware of the publication. 15 A. I'mnotsure. Ifl could seethearticle.

16 Would you like metoread it. 16 (Plaintiff's Exhibit #83 marked).

17 Q. | wasjust goingto ask you acouple of 17 BY MR.BUTLER:

18 questions about it. 18 Q. Paintiffs Exhibit No. 83.

19 A. Ifyou'll givemeasecond, just... 19 Do you recall being interviewed by the

20 Q. Sure 20 Globe and Mail for this article entitled, quote,

21 A. | havereadit. 21 "2009's CEO of the Year"?

22 Q. Allright. Thisindicatesthat Chrysler, 22 A. Yes

23 or Chrysler Group, | guess, was going to buy the 23 Q. Allright. Doyou recall telling the

24

remaining 41-point -- well, strike that.

24

Globe and Mail -- look at Page 4, the last

25 Thisindicates that Fiat was going to buy 25 paragraph: "If Chrysler drives off acliff, once
Page 19 Page 21

1 theremaining 41-and-a-half percent of the stock of 1 again, it won't cost Marchionne anything but a

2 Chrydler Group; correct? 2 bruised ego for he has vowed not to put a cent into

3 A. That'scorrect. 3 acompany that cost him nothing to buy and whose

4 Q. Yes, dr. Itasoindicatesthat Fiat and 4 vaueisregistered asabig fat zero on Fiat's

5 itsU. S. unit, Chrysler at the time, had liquidity 5 books. ‘Thisisthe best thing we could have done

6 amounting to $27.7 billion dollars? 6 for ourselvesand for Chrysler,' he says."

7 A. That'swhat thereport says, yes. 7 Do you recall telling them that?

8 Q. Wadl,isthat -- wasthat accurate? 8 A. | remember making the comment in quotation

9 A. Approximately, yes. | don't know whether 9 marks. Therest of the stuff is something that the

10 theexact number is41, but it hasliquidity in 10 journalist put in, which I did not say.

11 excessof 20 billion euros at thetime. 11 Q. Sothejournalist got that wrong?

12 Q. Allright. If youlook at the-- thisis 12 A. | don't know -- that'shiswriting.

13 also the article where you were quoted as saying 13 That'snot my statement.

14 that the Jeeps with rear gas tanks are, quote, 14 Q. Wil | understand. But he -- quote, he

15 "absolutely safe," close quote. 15 saysthat you have vowed not to put acent into a

16 Do you see that? 16 company "that cost him nothing to buy"?

17 A. Yeah,| did seeit. 17 A. That'snot what | said.

18 Q. Didyou say that? 18 Q. Youdidn't say that?

19 A. |didsayit. 19 A. No, because hesaysit.

20 Q. How many times have you said that? 20 Q. |Iknow. I know hewroteit. Butyou --

21 A. ldon't know. 21 hehadto get it from somewhere. Did you tell him

22 Q. Manytimes? 22 that?

23 A. Morethan once. 23 A. Thereisalot of thingsin herethat he

24 Q. Allright. Thetruthisthat Fiat got 24 wrotethat are hisown writing.

25 Chrydler basically for nothing; isn't that right? 25 Q. lunderstand. Did you tell him that or
770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Pages 18..21
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Page 22 Page 24
not? 1 Isn't that what it says Mr. Dudenhoffer
A. No. 2 sad?

1
2
3 Q. Okay.

4 A. Whatl did -- what | did say publicly is

5 that theinitial introduction of Fiat into Chrysler,

6 that Fiat was not going to put any funding into the

7 organization in 2009.

8 Q. Wadll,it'snotjust thisreporter -- this

9 reporter did interview you, did he not?

10 A. Yes hedid.

11 Q. And heasked you questions?

12 A. Hedid.

13 Q. Okay. Butit'snot just the reporter's

14 words based on hisinterview with you. Isn't it

15 truethat other analysts have said that Fiat

16 basicaly -- basically got Chrysler for nothing?

17 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

18 question.

19 BY MR.BUTLER:

20 Q. Isthattrue?

21 A. Other people may have madethat statement.
22 Itwasn't me.

23 Q. Look atPage?7.

3 A. I'mjustreadingthestatement. That's

4 what it says.

5 Q. Wadll,isal that correct?

6 A. No.

7 Q. Now, with respect to this statement in

8 Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 38 to Reuters that the Jeeps
9 with rear gas tanks are absolutely safe, how many
10 Americans have been burned in wrecks where your
11 corporation's Jeeps with rear gas tanks were hit in
12 therear?

13 A. 1 donot know.
14 Q. Haveyou asked?
15 A. No.

16 Q. Didyou read the June 13, 2013, letter

17 sent to Chrysler Group by the Office of Defects

18 Investigation of NHTSA?

19 A. Yes

20 Q. Doyourecadl thatinthat letter it says

21 that there have been at least 32 fatal rear impact

22 firecrashesinvolving Grand Cherokees resulting in
23 44 deaths?

25 nothing. Therewasnorisk. Hegot it asagift.”

24  A. | amlooking at Page7. 24 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
25 Q. Allright. Top of the pageit's quoting 25 question.

Page 23 Page 25
1 Ferdinand Dudenhoffer, director of Germany's Center 1 A. Ifyoucould show metheletter.
2 for Automotive Research. 2 BY MR. BUTLER:
3 Do you know him? 3 Q. Waell, doyourecal that? That ismy
4 A. No, he'sabit far removed from the 4 first question. 1'm going to show you the letter.
5 American car business. He's German. 5 A. Yeah.
6 Q. Hesnot far from the Italian car 6 Q. Butdoyourecal that is my question
7 business, ishe? 7 right now.
8 A. No. But he'spretty far away from the 8 A. |don't recall theexact wording of the
9 U.S. side. | don't know him. 9 letter.
10 Q. | haveforgotten my geography. Does 10 (Plaintiffs’ Exhibit #40 marked)
11 Germany -- do Germany and Italy, arethey adjoining? | 11 BY MR. BUTLER:
12 Do they have acommon border? 12 Q. Allright. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit
13 A. Yes 13 No. 40.
14 Q. Thank you. | wasworried that I'd -- 14 Isthat, in fact, the ODI's June 3, 2013,
15 A. I'mtryingtofind out exactly. | think 15 letter from -- or to Chrysler Group?
16 it doeshave a section that isbordered. 16 A. Itlooksthat way.
17 Q. | thought so. 17 Q. Allright. Andif you'll look at Page 5.
18 MS. OWENS: Geography isnot my specialty. 18 A. Yeah.
19 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as 19 Q. Second paragraph. Do you see whereit
20 inappropriate. 20 says--
21 BY MR.BUTLER: 21 A. Yes.
22 Q. Isn't Mr. Dudenhéffer quoted in this 22 Q. --"therehavebeen at least 32 fatal rear
23 article, which is about you, as saying, quote, 23 impact fire crashesinvolving Grand Cherokees
24 "Marchionne found a company he could buy for 24 resulting in 44 deaths'? Do you see that?

N
(63}

A. Yes | do.
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Page 26 Page 28

1 Q. Allright. When you read that -- when did 1 since March 6, 2012, when Remi Walden died?

2 youread that letter? 2 A. | donot.

3 A. Whenever | received it. 3 Q. Haveyou asked?

4 Q. Whendidyou receiveit? 4 A. No, | havenot.

5 A. It must have been the same day that it was 5 Q. Who at Chryder Group or at FCA is

6 sent. | -- 6 supposed to keep up with that information?

7 Q. Doyouknow how -- 7 A. Wehaveagroup of people who handle

8 A. Therewould have been no delay. 8 regulatory affairsand handle safety matters.

9 Q. Doyouknow how you received it? 9 Q. Widl,if I wanted to call somebody up -- |
10  A. No, it camethrough my office, through my 10 know | can't call somebody up, but if | could and

11 assistant. | don't know exactly how. 11 wanted to call somebody up and ask them that

12 Q. Do you know where you were on June 3, 12 question, since you don't know --

13 2013? 13 A. Yeah.

14 A. No,| don't. 14 Q. -- how many Americans have been burnedin
15 Q. Didyoutalk to anybody about this |etter? 15 rear impactsin the Jeeps with rear gas tanks since
16 A. After | received it, yes. 16 Remi died, whowould | call?

17 Q. Okay. Well, did you ask anybody about any 17 A. Mark Chernoby.

18 of these 44 deathsin rear impact fire crashes 18 Q. Wecount at least 19 since March 6, 2012.

19 involving Grand Cherokees? 19 Has anybody provided you any information
20 A. | asked about what our view was on the 20 about how many there have been?

21 accuracy of that statement, yes. 21 MS. OWENS:. Objection to the form of the
22 Q. Mm-hmm. Who did you ask? 22 question.

23 A. Our technical staff. In particular aguy 23 A. No.

24 by the name of Mark Chernoby, who wastheHead of | 24 (Paintiffs Exhibit #41 marked)

25 Engineering. 25 BY MR.BUTLER:

Page 27 Page 29

1 Q. How doyou spell hislast name? 1 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 41. This

2 A. C-H-E-R-N-O,BasinBob, Y. 2 isour list.

3 Q. Doyoudeny that asof June 3, 2013, there 3 Can you admit or deny that all of these

4 had been at least 44 deathsin rear impact fire 4 people have been burned in Jeep fires where Jeeps

5 crashesinvolving Grand Cherokees? 5 with rear gastanks were hit in the rear since

6 A. | haveno way of disagreeing with that 6 March 6, 2012?

7 statement. 7 MS. OWENS: Objection to form of the

8 Q. Okay. Isn'tittruethat the Office of 8 question.

9 Defects Investigation found that Americans had died 9 A. | havenoknowledge.

10 infatal firesin Jeeps with rear gastanksin these 10 BY MR. BUTLER:

11 U. S. states? And you can follow me, it'son 11 Q. Wereyou aware of the last one on this

12 Pages7 and 9. Texas, Indiana, Florida, New Y ork, 12 ligt, the death of Kayla White on November 11, 2014?
13 Cdlifornia, Mississippi, Louisiana, Wyoming, 13 A. No.

14 Virginia, South Carolina, New Jersey, Illinois, 14 Q. That occurred in Detroit; correct?

15 Arizona, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Puerto Rico, 15 A. That'swhat thissays.

16 Wisconsin and Georgia 16 Q. Chrysler Group's headquartersisin Auburn
17 Isn't that what ODI wrote in the letter to 17 Hills, Michigan; correct?

18 Chrysler Group on June 3, 2013? 18 A. Correct.

19 A. That'swhat it says. 19 Q. That'sasuburb of Detroit?

20 Q. DoesChrysler Group deny that? 20 A. Idon't know that it'sasuburb, butit's

21 A. Ildon'tdenywhat'sin thisletter in 21 acity around Detr oit, yes.

22 termsof thefactual listing here. 22 Q. Doyou know Judson Estes?

23 Q. Allright. Doyou know how many Americans | 23 A. No.

24 have died in wrecks where Chrysler Jeeps with rear 24 Q. | can't remember how far he said Auburn

25 gastankswere hit in the rear and caught fire just 25 Hills-- or strike that.
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Page 30 Page 32
1 | can't remember how far Mr. Estes said 1 A. |Ithink Chryser Group hasall the
2 the scene of thiswreck was from the Chrysler Group 2 requisite knowledgethat it needsto havein
3 headquarters, like 20-something miles. Nobody has 3 connection with these incidents.
4 mentioned this death of Kayla White to you? 4 BY MR.BUTLER:
5 A. No 5 Q. Isn'tittheduty of an automaker to know
6 Q. Will you agreethat Chrysler Group should 6 more than anybody else about its own products?
7 have more information than anyone in the world about | 7 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
8 Jeep rear impact wrecks where the fuel -- where the 8 question.
9 gastank failed and there was a gas-fed fire and 9 A. Ithinkit'sfair tosay that Chrysler
10 someone was burned? 10 knows probably morethan most people about its own
11 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 11 products, yes.
12 question. 12 BY MR.BUTLER:
13 A. I don't know how to answer your question. 13 Q. That wasn't my question, sir. My question
14 "Theworld" isa pretty general statement. 14 isbroader than that.
15 BY MR.BUTLER: 15 Isn't it the duty of an automaker to know
16 Q. Shouldn't Chrysler Group keep up with that 16 more about its own products than anybody else?
17 information? 17 MS. OWENS: Same objection.
18 A. | think Chrysler Group does. 18 A. Itbuildsthem. It knowsthem. It knows
19 Q. Waell, my question was shouldn't Chrysler 19 them well.
20 Group keep up with that information? 20 BY MR.BUTLER:
21  A. Yes Youqualified it by saying"in the 21 Q. Doesn'tit have aduty to know them better
22 world," and | don't know whether it'strueor not. 22 than anybody else?
23 But certainly Chrysler Group should know, andit | 23  A. | don't know that. That'sa moral
24 does. 24 gtatement. | don't know whether other people have a
25 Q. Allright. Andshouldn't Chrysler Group, 25 right to know morethan wedo. | havenoidea.
Page 31 Page 33
1 sincethese areits products, know that information 1 Q. Allright. Would you agree that an
2 more than anybody else? 2 automaker ought to know more about the field
3 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 3 performance of its automobilesin real world wrecks
4 question. 4 than anybody else?
5 A. It'spossible. It certainly hasa--it 5 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
6 hasall theinformation. 6 question.
7 BY MR.BUTLER: 7 A. |think Chryder hasall therequisite
8 Q. No, the question wasn't wouldn't. The 8 knowledgeto makethat evaluation.
9 question was shouldn't it, shouldn't Chrysler Group. 9 BY MR.BUTLER:
10 Sincethese are Chrysler Group products, shouldn't 10 Q. Will you agree that Remi's wreck is not
11 Chrysler Group have moreinformation about that than | 11 thefirst time that this has happened, a Jeep car
12 anybody in the world? 12 with arear gastank got hit in the rear, the gas
13 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 13 tank failed, there was a gas-fed fire, and someone
14 question. 14 got burned?
15 A. | havetried toanswer it. | think 15 A. Based on what | know, the answer isyes.
16 Chryser Group does havethat information. 16 Q. Will you agree that that has happened many
17 BY MR.BUTLER: 17 times before?
18 Q. That wasn't my question. I'll try one 18 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
19 moretime. 19 question.
20 Asamatter of ethics and responsihility, 20 A. It hashappened before.
21 since these are Chrysler Group products, shouldn't 21 BY MR.BUTLER:
22 Chrysler Group have more information about Jeep 22 Q. Will you agree that that has happened many
23 firesthan anybody in the world? 23 timesbefore it happened to Remi?
24 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 24 MS. OWENS: Same objection.
25 question. 25 A. It'shappened morethan once, yes.
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1 BY MR.BUTLER: 1 11 inchesfrom the rear, don't they?
2 Q. Will you agreethat it is going to happen 2 A. I|don't know whether --
3 again in the future? 3 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
4  A. | havenoknowledge. 4 question.
5 Q. Isntittrue, sir, thatitisadead 5 A. Idon't know. But they aredifferent
6 certainty that more Americans are going to burnin 6 architectures.
7 Jeep'srear gastanksthat get hitintherear in 7 BY MR.BUTLER:
8 thefuture after today, January 9, 2015? 8 Q. Youknow that they're different
9 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 9 architectures, but you don't know that every one of
10 question. 10 these Jeepswith arear gas tank has a gas tank
11  A. | havenoway of knowing. 11 around 11 inches from the back of the car? You
12 BY MR. BUTLER: 12 don't know that?
13 Q. Isn'tittrue, sir, that the only way to 13 A. | donot know that.
14 keep more Americans from burning in the futureafter | 14 Q. lsn'tit true, sir, that every one of
15 today in Jeeps with rear gas tanks that get hit in 15 these Jeeps with rear gas tanks has a gas tank that
16 therear isto take them al off the road? 16 hangsfive-and-a-half to six-and-a-half inches below
17 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 17 the bottom of the car?
18 question. 18 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
19 A. | havenoway of answering that 19 question.
20 suggestion. 20 A. 1donot know that.
21 BY MR.BUTLER: 21 BY MR.BUTLER:
22 Q. Doyou deny that many people have been 22 Q. lsntittrue, sir, that every one of
23 burned in these Jeeps with rear gas tanksjust since 23 these Jeeps with the rear gastank isan SUV, and
24 March 6, 2012, when Remi Walden got burned? 24 the back of the car is higher off the ground than
25 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 25 the back of the car isin passenger cars?
Page 35 Page 37

1 question. 1 A. That'snormally trueof all SUVs.
2 A. Idon't know about theterm "many." Asl 2 MR. BUTLER: Off the video just aminute.
3 understand, there have been other incidents, as 3 | wanttograb afile.
4 you've shown me; but these apply to a variety of 4 (Off video record.)
5 vehicles. Jeep'sis-- Jegpisabrand. It'snot a 5 MR. BUTLER: Let'sgo back on the video.
6 particular vehicle. 6 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the
7 BY MR.BUTLER: 7 video. You may continue.
8 Q. They apply to Jeeps with rear gas tanks, 8 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #74 marked)
9 don't they? 9 BY MR.BUTLER:
10 A. No, but therearephenomenally different 10 Q. Sir, | want to show you a series of
11 architecturesin vehicles. Jeep isnot onecar. 11 photographs, Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 74.
12 Jeep isavariety of modelsof cars. 12 Do you recognize that as the 1993 through
13 Q. What isphenomenally different 13 1998 Grand Cherokee?
14 architecture, sir? What are you talking about? 14  A. Itlookslikea 1993 to 1998 Grand
15 A. Thesecarsaredifferent, onefrom the 15 Cherokee. | do not have specific knowledge of this
16 other. 16 vehicle. |1 wasn't herewhen the car was designed or
17 Q. Which cars? 17 built, but it lookslike a Jeep, and it lookslike a
18 A. Theliberty isphenomenally different than | 18 1993to 1998.
19 aJeep Cherokeeand a Grand Cherokee. They're | 19 Q. That'sone of the vehiclesfor which
20 different cars. 20 Chrysler Group, LLC, isresponsible, isit not?
21 Q. They'veall got agastank at therear, 21 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
22 don't they? 22 question; callsfor alegal conclusion.
23 A. No, butit'sstructurally different. The 23 A. It'sone--yeah. | mean, | don't know.
24 architecture-- 24 From alegal standpoint, | have no idea how to
25 Q. They haveal got agastank within 25 answer your question.
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BY MR. BUTLER:

Q. Doyou deny that Chrysler Group, LLC, your
corporation, isresponsible for that car --

A. | think it has--

Q. --the 1993 through 1998 Grand Cherokee,
"yes' or "no"?

MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the

question.

A. | think we've assumed product liability in
10 connection with these vehicles.
11 BY MR.BUTLER:

© oo ~NOOh~,WDNPRE

12 Q. Isthata"yes' ora"no"?

13 A. It'sayestheway |'veanswered it.
14 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #75 marked)

15 BY MR.BUTLER:

16 Q. [I'll show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 75.

17 Isn't this a photograph of the back of the

18 1999 through 2004 Grand Cherokee?

19 A. | havenoway of knowing, but it looks
20 likea 1999 to 2004 Cherokee, Grand Cherokee.
21 Q. Isthisanother Chrysler vehicle for which
22 Chrysler Group, LLC, your corporation, is

23 responsible?

24 MS. OWENS: Same objection.

25 A. Asanswered before, | think it's assumed

Page 40
1 A. Thesameanswer asbefore, | think it's
2 accepted product liability.
3 BY MR. BUTLER:
4 Q. Forthisvehicle?
5 A. For thisvehicle.
6 Q. Now,yousaid, and | quote, that these
7 vehicleswere all "phenomenally different.”
8 Do you see in each of these pictures, if
9 you'll spread them out in front of you, if you
10 would, sir, just humor me, and put them out so you
11 canlook at all of them.
12 A. (Witnesscomplieswith request.)
13 Q. Doyou seethat the gastanksareal
14 lo- -- areadl circled in red?
15 A. Yes Yes
16 Q. Doyou seethegastanksare all at the
17 rear?
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. Doyouseethat all -- the gas tanks on
20 all of these vehicles are below the rear of the
21 vehicle?
22 A, Yes
23 Q. Wouldyou agree, sir, that if the gas tank
24 on one of these vehicles explodesin rear impact,
25 the automaker ought to look at the other vehicles

Page 39 Page 41

1 product liability in connection with thiscar, this 1 that also have similar rear gas tanks to seeif they

2 vehicle. 2 have got a problem, too?

3 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #76 marked) 3 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

4 BY MR.BUTLER: 4 question.

5 Q. [I'll show you apictureof -- thisis 5 A. | think that Chrysler hascarried out

6 Plaintiffs Exhibit 76. 6 extensive analysison the frequency of these events,

7 Thisisthe 1993 through 2001 Cherokee. 7 and it'sdetermined, based on its analysis, which

8 Do you recognize that car? 8 hasbeen shared with NHTSA, that the performance of

9 A. Itlookslikea 1993 to 2001 Cherokee. 9 thesevehiclesisnot distinguishable from what the

10 Q. Isthisanother vehicle for which your 10 other automakersare providing into the marketplace.

11 corporation, Chrysler Group, LLC, has assumed 11 These carswereall, at thetimethey were

12 responsibility? 12 designed and built, were either in conformity or in

13 MS. OWENS: Same objection. 13 excess of the safety requirementsrequired under

14  A. Ithasassumed product liability for this 14 U. S.regulations.

15 car, correct. 15 And our analysis-- which isthe point

16 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #77 marked) 16 that we've made publicly, after | received this

17 BY MR. BUTLER: 17 letter on | think it was Junethe 3rd, that our

18 Q. [I'll show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 77. 18 analysisof that data suggested these were

19 Thisis apicture of the back of a 2002 to 19 defect-freevehicles, and that they performed

20 2007 Liberty; correct? 20 exactly astherest of the comparative class

21  A. Looksthat way. 21 performed in the marketplace at thetime.

22 Q. Now, isthisanother vehiclefor which 22 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike astotally

23 your corporation, Chrysler Group, LLC, hasaccepted | 23 unresponsive to anything that | asked.

24 responsibility? 24 BY MR.BUTLER:

25 MS. OWENS: Same objection. 25 Q. But,sir, I will assureyou that we will
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1 get to thismorning every subject matter that you've 1 BY MR.BUTLER:

2 just touched upon. 2 Q. Notjust me, but other people have aright

3 A. Okay. 3 todisagree with you as well, don't they?

4 Q. Letmeask my questionagan. 4  A. Absolutely. | think everybody hasaright

5 Would you agree, sir, that in the gas -- 5 todisagree.

6 if the gastank on one of these vehicles explodesin 6 Q. Isn'tittruethat Chrysler Group is not

7 rear impact, then the automaker ought to look at the 7 making and selling any passenger cars now that have
8 other vehiclesthat also have similar rear gas tanks 8 rear gastanks?

9 toseeif they have got a problem also? 9 A. That'sprobably true.
10 MS. OWENS:; Same objection. 10 Q. Isn'tittruethat Chrysler moved the gas
11  A. | think Chrysler haslooked at that 11 tank in the Grand Cherokee away from the rear to the
12 particular type of analysis, and it's carried out 12 midship'slocation for the 2005 model ?
13 pretty expensive -- extensivereview of thetanksin | 13 ~ A. That'smy understanding.
14 connection with the whole class of vehicles. 14 Q. Will you agree that for citizens to make
15 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as 15 aninformed decision whether those rear gas tanks
16 nonresponsive. 16 are safe, they first need to know the facts?

17 BY MR.BUTLER: 17 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
18 Q. Letmeseeif | canask thequestionina 18 question.

19 different way. 19 A. | guess,yes.

20 Would you agree with me that what happens 20 BY MR.BUTLER:

21 toone of these four vehicles that gets hit in the 21 Q. What has Chrysler Group doneto inform

22 rear ought to teach the automaker something about 22 people that the gas tank on the Grand Cherokeeis

23 what could happen to the other auto- -- other one of 23 only 11 inches from the back of the car?

24 these vehiclesthat also have rear gastanksif it 24 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
25 getshitintherear? 25 question.

Page 43 Page 45

1 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 1 A. Your statementisvisible. It doesn't

2 question. 2 havetobe-- | mean, asyou indicated in the

3 A. ldon't know. 3 picture, thereisnothing to be highlighted.

4 BY MR.BUTLER: 4 BY MR.BUTLER:

5 Q. Waell,isn'tthat merely logical, that if 5 Q. Youthink people should notice that?

6 one of these gas tanks -- one of these vehicles -- 6 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

7 strikethat. 7 question.

8 Isn't it merely logical that if one of 8 A. Asthey will look at any other attributes
9 these four vehicles gets hit in the rear and the gas 9 of thecar, yes.

10 tank explodes and people burn to death, then 10 BY MR. BUTLER:

11 Chrysler ought to be looking at whether or notthat | 11 Q. Do you think people are aware of where the
12 might happen in one of these other four vehicles 12 gastanksare?

13 that similarly have gastanks at the rear in the 13 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
14 samelocation? 14 question.

15 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form. 15 A. 1don't know.

16 A. |thinkitisoneof thethingsthat 16 BY MR.BUTLER:

17 Chryser hasand would look at, yes. 17 Q. Isn'tittruethat onthe Grand -- onthe

18 BY MR.BUTLER: 18 1999 through 2004 Grand Cherokees the gastank is
19 Q. Will you agree, sir, that others have 19 hidden by apiece of plastic trim that Chrysler

20 every right to disagree with the opinion that you 20 Group calsthe fascia?

21 have expressed that the Jeeps with rear gas tanks 21 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
22 are, quote, "absolutely safe," close quote? 22 question.

23 MS. OWENS: Objectiontotheformofthe | 23  A. I'mnot sureit'shidden, but...

24 question. 24 BY MR.BUTLER:

25 A. | guessyou havearight, yes. 25 Q. Wadl, haveyou ever walked --
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1 MS. OWENS: Excuseme. I'msorry. Were 1 BY MR.BUTLER:
2 you finished with your answer? 2 Q. Youwould expect the gas tank to be
3 THE WITNESS: | think so. 3 crushed against the axle, would you not?
4 MS. OWENS: Okay. 4 A |-
5 BY MR.BUTLER: 5 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
6 Q. Haveyou ever walked around the back of 6 question.
7 one of those Grand Cherokees? 7 A. --1can't answer your question. | don't
8 A. Yes 8 know.
9 Q. Mm-hmm. Wasit -- was the gas tank 9 BY MR.BUTLER:
10 readily visible? 10 Q. Isn'tittruethat thiswreck inwhich
11  A. I don't remember. 11 Remi Walden died was an underride wreck?
12 Q. Okay. Well get to that in aminute. 12 A. [don't have enough knowledge.
13 Has Chrysler Group ever warned the people 13 Q. What has Chrysler Group done to inform the
14 that, look out, now, this gastank isonly 11 inches 14 people of what the danger really isif arear gas
15 from the back of the car? 15 tank on one of these Jeeps gets crushed?
16 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 16 A. Ithascarried out extensive discussions
17 question. 17 with NHTSA. On thismatter it hasshared its
18 A. No. 18 information. It hashad intense dialogue with the
19 BY MR.BUTLER: 19 technical staff of NHTSA to try and determine
20 Q. HasChrysler Group ever warned peoplethat | 20 whether effectively thiswas a defect or not.
21 thisgastank onthe Grand Cherokeeisvulnerableto | 21 Our analysis suggestsvery clearly that
22 rear impact? 22 thisisnot adefect. It isaposition that in this
23 A. No. 23 particular case hasbeen supported and shared by
24 Q. HasChryser Group ever warned the people | 24 NHTSA, which has come to the same conclusion that
25 that the gas tank on this Grand Cherokee, the 1999 25 Chryder hasthat thisisnot a defect.
Page 47 Page 49
1 Grand Cherokeg, isin aknown crush zone? 1 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as
2 A. No 2 nonresponsive.
3 Q. HasChrysler Group ever warned the people 3 BY MR.BUTLER:
4 that the gastank on the 1999 Grand Cherokeehangs | 4 Q. Butin casethat motionisoverruled, sir,
5 six inches below the bottom of the car? 5 isn'tit truethat all those arguments Chrysler
6 A. No 6 Group madeto NHTSA were rejected by the
7 Q. HasChrysler Group ever warned the people 7 professionals of the Office of Defects
8 thatif in arear impact thereis an underride, the 8 Investigation --
9 gastank can be hit directly by the striking 9 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
10 vehicle? 10 question.
11 A. No. 11 BY MR.BUTLER:
12 Q. Now, will you agree with me, sir, that 12 Q. --andthatiswhy you got that June 3,
13 that would be very bad if the gas tank got hit by 13 2013, letter?
14 the striking vehicle directly? 14 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
15 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 15 question.
16 question. 16 A. Tothebest of my knowledge not.
17 A. Inprinciple, yes. 17 BY MR.BUTLER:
18 BY MR.BUTLER: 18 Q. lIsn'tittrue, sir, that what caused the
19 Q. Wadll, you would expect an explosion then, 19 administrator of NHTSA and his boss ultimately to
20 wouldn't you? 20 agree with you was a meeting you had with those two
21 MS. OWENS: Objection -- 21 in Chicago on June 10, 20137
22 A. No-- 22 A. Whatareyou--I'msorry. Toagreewhat?
23 MS. OWENS: -- to the form of the 23 BY MR.BUTLER:
24 question. 24 Q. lIsntittrue, sir, that the Office of
25 A. --1would not. 25 Defects Investigation said these Jeeps with the rear
770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Pages 46..49



Walden vs. Chryder Sergio Marchionne 01/09/2015

Page 50
gas tanks were defective?
MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
question.
A. They had raised issuesin their letter
that suggested that there were -- therewere
problemswith our vehicles, some of our vehicles,
yes--
BY MR. BUTLER:
Q. Thissays--
A. --which wasreflected in thisletter of
June 3rd, 2013.
MR. BUTLER: Let'sgo off video just a
13 minute.
14 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We'e off.
15 MR. BUTLER: Oh, hereitis. No, go back
16 on. Hereitis.
17 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We'retill on, sir.
18 BY MR. BUTLER:
19 Q. Theprofessionas at the Office of Defects
20 Investigation didn't just suggest there may be
21 problems. Look at the second paragraph of this

©oOo~NOoO O~ WNLPEP
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Page 52
installed on these vehicles are subject to failure

when the vehicles are struck from the rear."
Did | read that correctly?

A. That'swhat it says.

Q. Waéll, Chrysler Group has admitted that's
true, hasit not?

MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

guestion.

A. | don't think so.
10 BY MR.BUTLER:
11 Q. Didyou read the deposition of Mr. Judson
12 Estestaken 29 days ago?
13 A. No, I did not.
14 Q. Areyou not aware of the fact that
15 Mr. Estes admitted that these Jeeps with the
16 Grand -- the gas tanks on these Jeeps are
17 vulnerable -- strike all that.
18 Are you not familiar with the fact that
19 Mr. Estes on December 10, 2014, admitted that the
20 gastanks on these Jeeps were, quote, "vulnerable to
21 rear impact,” close quote?

© O ~NOOOPA~,WNPEP

22 BY MR.BUTLER:

23 Q. They wrote, quote, "In our tentative view
24 thereisaperformance defect and a design defect.
25 The performance defect isthat the fuel tanks

22 |etter. 22 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form --
23 A. Onwhich page? 23 A. | havenoidea--
24 Q. Pagel. 24 MS. OWENS: -- of the question.
25 A, Yes 25 A. | havenoideawho Mr. Estesis.
Page 51 Page 53
1 Q. They wrote that these Jeeps with the rear 1 BY MR. BUTLER:
2 gastanks, quote, "contained defects related to 2 Q. Hasanybody told you that he testified to
3 motor vehicle safety." 3 that?
4 Isn't that correct? 4 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
5 A. That'swhat it says. 5 question --
6 Q. Allright. Look at Page 12 under 6 A. They may have. | don't --
7 Conclusion. 7 MS. OWENS: -- to the extent it calls for
8 A. (Witnesscomplieswith request.) 8 attorney/client communications.
9 Q. Isntittruethat the professionals at 9 BY MR.BUTLER:
10 the Office of Defects Investigation wrote, quote: 10 Q. Hasanybody told you that he testified to
11 "Thereisaperformance and a design defect"? 11 that?
12 MS. OWENS: I'm sorry. Where are you? 12 MS. OWENS: Same objection.
13 MR. BUTLER: Page 12, under the 13 A. No.
14 Conclusion. 14 BY MR.BUTLER:
15 MS. OWENS: But where? Yeah, andthere | 15 Q. Haveyouread Mr. Estes' deposition?
16 is-- 16 A. No.
17  A. Where? 17 Q. Doyoucarewhat Mr. Estes said?
18 MS. OWENS: -- which paragraph? 18 A. Idon't know who Mr. Estesis.
19 MR. BUTLER: First paragraph, third line 19 Q. Isthata"yes' ora"no"?
20 down. 20 A. Ifyoutdl mewhoheis, | might express
21 MS. OWENS: Thank you. 21 an opinion.

22 Q. Under Conclusion, threelines down, the

23 Office of Defects Investigations aso wrote, quote:
24 The design defect is the placement of the fuel tanks
25 inthe position behind the axle and how they were
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1 positioned, including the height -- "their height 1 havedonethework necessary for meto makethe
2 abovetheroadway. The defects-- 2 assertion.

3 A. I'msorry, which paragraph areyou on? 3 Q. Butyoudon't know if your assertionis

4 MS. OWENS: Same paragraph. Thefirst 4 trueor not. You'rejust repeating what people have
5 paragraph. 5 told you; isn't that true?

6 MR. BUTLER: Strike al that, and I'll 6 A. | repeat what theinformation that has

7 dart al over. 7 been provided to me suggestsisthe case, yes.

8 MS. OWENS: Six lines down. 8 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #42 marked)

9 BY MR.BUTLER: 9 BY MR.BUTLER:
10 Q. Let'sseeunder Conclusion six lines down 10 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 42.
11 the Office of Defects Investigation also wrote to 11 Isn't this the affidavit that you signed
12 Chrysler Group, quote, "The design defect is the 12 inthiscase?
13 placement of the fuel tanksin the position behind 13 A. Yes

14 the axle and how they are positioned, including 14 Q. Doesntitsay over herein Paragraph 6,

15 their height above the roadway. The defects present 15 dtarting the third line from the bottom: "I was not
16 an unreasonable risk to motor vehicle safety." They 16 involvedin statistical performance testing or

17 left out the word safety. 17 design analysisrelated to the NHTSA investigation.
18 Did | read that correctly? 18 Other Chrysler Group, LLC, employees or former
19 A. Yes 19 employees have personal knowledge related to the
20 Q. Andthenit said -- then the Office of 20 NHTSA investigation.”

21 Defects Investigation said: "Because peoplein 21 Isn't that what it says?

22 model year 1993-2004 Jeep Grand Cherokeesandthe | 22 A. Absolutely. And it'sabsolutely true.

23 mode year 2002-2007 Jeep Libertys and in striking 23 Q. Didyou sign this affidavit?

24 vehicles have burned to death in rear impact 24  A. Yes | did.

25 crashes." 25 Q. Why didyou sign this affidavit?

Page 55 Page 57

1 Did | read that correctly? 1 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the

2 A. Yes you have 2 question.

3 Q. Allright. Now, has Chrysler warned the 3 A. It'stoprovidethisinformation to

4 peoplethat if you'rein one of these Jeepswith a 4 whoever wasinterested in getting it. It'sthat

5 rear gastank and your car gets hit in the rear, the 5 simple.

6 gastank may explode? 6 BY MR.BUTLER:

7 MS. OWENS: Objection -- 7 Q. Whowasinterested in getting it?

8 A. No. 8 A. That it wasin connection with this case,
9 MS. OWENS: -- to the form of the 9 asl understand it.

10 question. 10 Q. TheWaden case?

11 BY MR.BUTLER: 11 A. Yes.

12 Q. Thatisthedanger, isit not? 12 Q. Who asked you to sign this affidavit?

13 A. Notinour view. 13 MS. OWENS: Objection --

14 Q. Youdon'tthink thereisany danger of gas 14 A. Counsd.

15 tanks on these Jeeps with rear gas tanks exploding 15 MS. OWENS: -- to the form of the

16 after rear impact? 16 question.

17  A. Any,yes, it'spossible. Butit'snot a 17 A. Counsel.

18 safety defect. And | think we've been absolutely 18 BY MR. BUTLER:

19 clear on thisissue after having gonethrough an 19 Q. Who?

20 incredibly thorough review of theunderlying data | 20 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
21 and having shared that data with NHT SA. 21 question.

22 Q. Sir,isntittruethat you don't know 22 BY MR.BUTLER:

23 anything about that? Y ou just know what other 23 Q. Givemethe name of the counsel.

24 people at Chrysler Group have told you. 24 A. It'sthink it'sMargieL oeb.

25 A. Yes | have peoplethat report to methat 25 Q. Wereyouin Michigan when you signed it?
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1 A Yes 1 Q. What counsel?
2 Q. Didyou understand that this -- they asked 2 A. Counsd inthisroom.
3 you to give this affidavit because they didn't want 3 Q. Whichones?
4 your deposition to be taken? 4 A, Allfour --
5 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 5 Q. Thatwould be--
6 question to the extent it calls for attorney/client 6 A. --themiddle gentleman excepted.
7 communications. 7 Q. That would be Ms. Owens, Mr. Westenberg,
8 THE WITNESS: Dol answer it, or? 8 Ms. Van Der Wiele and Ms. Loeb?
9 MS. OWENS: Don't reveal any 9 A. Correct.
10 communications you had with Counsel. 10 Q. Allright. Where?
11 BY MR.BUTLER: 11 A. In Detroit; in Auburn Hillsto be exact.
12 Q. Isn'tittruethat the reason you signed 12 Q. YouwereinAuburn Hillsyesterday?
13 thisaffidavit wasin an attempt to avoid giving the 13  A. Yes
14 deposition that you are here today having to give? 14 Q. Weredl of these counsel there?
15 A. No. I think it wassimply to lay out the 15 A. Yes.
16 factsof what | did know and what | did not know. | 16 Q. Okay. Did you have a meeting with counsel
17 Q. Look at Paragraph 4 of your affidavit, 17 before this deposition?
18 dir. 18 A. No. Wdll, yesterday.
19 A. Yeah 19 Q. Yesterday. How long was the meeting?
20 Q. Now, you swore that the statementsin this 20 A. Two-and-a-half hours.
21 affidavit weretrue; correct? 21 Q. Morning, or afternoon?
22 A. Yeah. 22 A. Morning.
23 Q. InParagraph 4, it says: "l have been 23 Q. Hadyou met with anybody other than
24 informed that plaintiffsin this case wish to take 24 yesterday morning to prepare for this deposition?
25 my deposition.” 25 A. No
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1 Do you see that? 1 Q. Priortoyesterday morning, and since you
2 A Yes 2 signed your affidavit on July 7, 2014, where you
3 Q. Wasn'tthisaffidavit filed together with 3 said you didn't know anything about the accident in
4 aMotion for Protective Order filed by Chrysler 4 which Remi Walden burned, had you asked anybody
5 Group to prevent your deposition from being teaken? | 5 about that accident?
6 A. |don't know about aprotectiveorder. | 6 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
7 know that | filed -- thiswasfiled in connection 7 question.
8 with your request to hear me out. 8 A. No
9 Q. Your affidavit also saysin Paragraph 4, 9 BY MR.BUTLER:
10 thelast line onthefirst page: "l am not aware of 10 Q. Doyou admitthat Chrysler Group, LLC, is
11 other case allegations and have no personal 11 responsible for the 1999 Grand Cherokee?
12 knowledge of the facts or circumstances of the 12 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
13 accident." 13 question; it callsfor alegal conclusion.
14 A. True. 14 Y ou may answer.
15 Q. Didl read that correctly? 15 A. | think it'sassumed responsibility for
16 A. Yes 16 product liability on those -- on those vehicles,
17 Q. Sinceyou -- you signed this affidavit on 17 yes.
18 July 7, 2014; correct? 18 BY MR.BUTLER:
19 A. Yes 19 Q. Isntittruethat you and Chrysler Group
20 Q. Sinceyou signed this affidavit, have you 20 accepted responsibility for that vehicle and told
21 learned anything about the accident in which Remi 21 the Bankruptcy Court in New Y ork, the Congress and
22 Walden was burned? 22 the American people that you were responsible for
23 A. | wasbriefed yesterday. 23 the 1999 Grand Cherokee and all these Jeeps with
24 Q. Bywhom? 24 rear gastanks?
25 A. Bycounsd. 25 MS. OWENS: Same objection.
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1 A. I'mnotsurewhat you said istrue, but... 1 A. Yeah
2 BY MR.BUTLER: 2 Q. Isthata"yes'?
3 Q. Isntittrue, sir, that you personally 3 A. | doseetheletter, yes.
4 signed an agreement that was filed in the Bankruptcy 4 Q. Allright. Had you seen thisletter
5 Court in New Y ork where Chrysler Group accepted 5 before?
6 liability for product liability claims on cars made 6 A. No, | havenot.
7 before 2009 and involved in wrecks after 2009? 7 Q. It'sonChryder stationery; correct?
8 A. Correct. 8 A. Correct.
9 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #44 marked) 9 Q. Thefirstlineindicatesthat it's written
10 BY MR.BUTLER: 10 on behalf of Chrysler Group, LLC; correct?
11 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 44, sir. 11 A. Correct.
12 Isthis a court document filed in the 12 Q. Now, if you look at the second
13 United States Bankruptcy Court in New York? 13 paragraph -- and before | read the part of this
14  A. That'swhat it says, yes. 14 |etter that | want the jury to hear -- Old Carco,
15 Q. IsitaStipulation and Agreed Order 15 the name Old Carco refers to what was formerly known
16 Approving Amendment No. 4 to the Master Transaction | 16 before the bankruptcy as Chrysler, LLC; correct?
17 Agreement? 17 A. Yes
18 A. Yes 18 Q. Allright. Inthethird paragraph, second
19 Q. Isitsigned by you as Chief Executive 19 sentence, isn't it true that Chrysler Group
20 Officer of Fiat Sp.A.? 20 represented to Senator Durbin, quote, "We will
21 A. Correct. 21 announce today that the company will accept product
22 Q. Isthat your signature? 22 liability claims on vehicles manufactured by Old
23 A. Yes,itis. 23 Carco before June 10 that are involved in accidents
24 Q. lsn'tittruethat by this Stipulation and 24 on or after that date," close quote.
25 Agreed Order, Chrysler Group accepted liability for 25 Did | read that correctly?
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1 product liability claimsinvolving these Jeeps with 1 A. Yes youdid.
2 rear gastanks? 2 Q. That would be June 10, 2009; correct?
3 MS. OWENS:; Objection to the form of the 3 A. That would be-- what would be June 10th?
4 question. 4 I'msorry.
5 A. |Itaccepted liability for whatever is 5 Q. Wadl, herefersto June 10. He's
6 contained in thisamendment. 6 obvioudy talking about June 10, 2009; correct?
7 BY MR.BUTLER: 7 A. Junel0th, 2009, wasthe day we came out
8 Q. Isntittruethat Chrysler Group told the 8 of bankruptcy.
9 United States Congress that it was accepting 9 Q. Yes sr. And that'sthe June 10 he's
10 liability for these vehicles? 10 talking about?
11 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 11 A. Yes itis.
12 question. 12 Q. Allright. Now, thisletter to Senator
13 A. I'mnot aware of any communication with | 13 Durbin was also copied to Chairman Patrick Leahy?
14 Congresson this matter directly, but... 14 A. Yeah.
15 BY MR.BUTLER: 15 Q. Who'sasoasenator?
16 Q. Doyouknow John T. Bozzella? 16 A. Yes
17 A. | know Mr. Bozzedlla. 17 Q. Senator Arlen Specter?
18 Q. Ishestill with Chrysler Group? 18 A. Yes
19 A. No, he'snot. 19 Q. Senator Herb Kohl?
20 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #45 marked) 20 A. Yes
21 BY MR.BUTLER: 21 Q. Didyouknow thisletter had been sent?
22 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 45, sir. 22 A. No.
23 Isn't this aletter from Mr. Bozzellato 23 Q. Itwassentto other members of Congress
24 United States Senator Richard Durbin dated 24 aswell, wasit not?
25 August 27, 20097 25 A. | donot know.
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1 Q Now-- 1 1999 Grand Cherokee, then it is dishonest for
2 A. Butthisdecision was agreed with me. | 2 Chrysler Group to tell Judge Chason, the judgein
3 mean, thiswas not written without my consent. | 3 thiscase, the exact opposite?
4 had noideathat theletter had been issued, but the 4 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
5 agreement on the subject matter had been reached 5 question.
6 with my office before. 6 A. Ifthestatement that Chrysler hasmadeis
7 Q. Andyou agreed to this decision? 7 in contradiction of what this pressrelease says,
8 A. | agreed with that decision. 8 theanswer iscorrect. | don't think we have.
9 Q. Allright. Andisit truethat the Walden 9 BY MR.BUTLER:
10 Grand Cherokee, which wasa 1999 model, wasmadeand | 10 Q. Theanswer isthat would be dishonest,
11 sold by Chrysler before June 10, 2009? 11 wouldn't it?
12 A. Itwaspurchased -- it wasbuilt before 12 A. |fwe--
13 2009. 13 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
14 Q. Isthata"yes'? 14 question.
15 A, Yes | think so. 15 A. If wedenied what wesaid in the press
16 Q. Isittruethe datethat Remi Walden died, 16 releaseit would be dishonest, yes.
17 March 6, 2012, is after June 10, 2009? 17 BY MR.BUTLER:
18 A. Yes 18 Q. Thankyou,sir.
19 Q. Isn'titasotruethat Chrysler Group 19 Isn't it true, sir -- well, let me strike
20 explicitly told the press and the American public 20 that --
21 the samething they told the Bankruptcy Court in New 21 MS. OWENS: Jim, are we at a place --
22 York and the same thing they told the United States 22 MR. BUTLER: Shortly.
23 Congress. That Chrysler Group would accept 23 MS. OWENS: -- to break?
24 responsibility for product liability claimson 24 MR. BUTLER: Shortly.
25 vehicles made before June 10, 2009, that are 25 /11
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1 involved in wrecks after June 10, 2009? 1 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #47 marked)
2 A. |think we have madethat position public, | 2 BY MR.BUTLER:
3 yes 3 Q. Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 47.
4 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #46 marked) 4 Have you seen that before?
5 BY MR.BUTLER: 5 A. No.
6 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 46. 6 Q. Wwadl,thisis--1didn't--1 didn't copy
7 Thisis, in fact, a press release from 7 dl of Chrysler Group's Motion for Summary Judgment
8 Chryder,isit not? 8 inthis case because the case has already been --
9 A. Yeah. 9 we'vekilled enough trees already in this
10 Q. Anditsaysthe samething, tellsthe 10 litigation. But thisisthefirst page and the
11 pressthe same thing; right? 11 second page and the last page of the Motion for
12 A. Yeah. 12 Summary Judgment that Chrysler Group filed before
13 Q. Excuseme, sir? 13 Judge Chason in this case.
14 A. Yes, it does. 14 Have you seen that before?
15 Q. Okay. A pressrelease goesto the press; 15 A. No.
16 right? 16 Q. Look, if youwould, at Page 2, first
17  A. Yes 17 paragraph.
18 Q. That'sthe purpose of it? 18 A. Yeah.
19 A. Yeah. 19 Q. Doyou seethat first paragraph?
20 Q. Will you agreewith me, sir, that when 20 A. Yes
21 Chrydler Group have -- and you, have told the 21 Q. Itsays, quote, "The plaintiffs
22 Bankruptcy Court in New York, and when Chrysler | 22 negligence claims are predicated on the contention
23 Group has told the United States Congress and the 23 that Chrysler Groupisliable asa
24 press and people that Chrysler Group will accept 24 successor-in-interest to the actual manufacturer of
25 responsihility for product liability claims on this 25 thevehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation. This
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1 premiseisfalse because the claims against

2 DaimlerChrysler Corporation are barred by bankruptcy
3 and the Chrysler Group did not assume liability for
4 theclamsaleged here."

5 A. Yessir.

6 Q. Tha'safasestatement,isn'tit?

7 MS. OWENS: Objection --

8 A. ltisnot--

9 MS. OWENS: -- to the form of the

10 question.

11  A. Itisnotfalse. You arenow asking meto

12 go back to my legal days. But | think that the

13 statement refersto negligence claims. We accepted
14 responsibility for product liability under the

15 amendment of October 2000- -- 2009, and which is
16 what iscontained in the pressrelease.

17 Thisisadifferent statement. | think it

18 sayssomething else. | don't think it deniesor

19 contradictsanything other in the pressrelease or
20 on the October 2009 Amendment No. 4 to the

21 bankruptcy proceedings.

22 BY MR.BUTLER:

Page 72
you very much.

1
2 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: And we are off the
3 record. Thetimeis 10:25.

4 (Recess 10:25-10:45 am.)

5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: And we are back on the
6 record. Thetimeis10:46. You may continue, Sir.

7 BY MR.BUTLER:

8 Q. Sir, didyoutak to Chrysler Group

9 counsel during the break?

10 A. Yes | did.

11 Q. Didyou tak tothem about this

12 deposition?

13 A. No.

14 Q. Didyou tak tothem about this case?

15 A. No.

16 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #4 marked)

17 BY MR.BUTLER:

18 Q. | askedyou earlier if you knew anything

19 about thiswreck. I'm going to show you Plaintiffs
20 Exhibit No. 4.

21 I'll represent to you that's a photograph

22 of the Waldens 1999 Grand Cherokee in which Remi

23 Q. Isn'tittrue, sir, that in this case 23 Walden was a passenger, on fire, on March 6, 2012.
24 plaintiffs have alleged product liability claims? 24 Had you seen a photograph like that
25 A. | have-- 25 before?
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1 MS. OWENS: Objection. 1 A. Yes | saw it yesterday.
2 A. --noideawhether they haveor not. 2 Q. Hadyou seenit before yesterday?
3 You'rejust asking meto opine on this statement. 3 A. No.
4 Thismakesreferenceto negligenceclaims. We're 4 Q. Haveyou seen photographs of any other
5 talking about something else. 5 Jeepswith rear gas tanks that had been hit in the
6 BY MR.BUTLER: 6 rear onfire?
7 Q. Waell,let'slook at this statement at the 7 A. | saw it today when you showed methe
8 end here, quote, "Chrysler Group did not assume 8 last --
9 liahility for the claims alleged here," close quote. 9 Q. Haveyou seen any other photographs from
10 Do you see that? 10 other wrecks?
11  A. Yes, whichisl think it'smaking 11 A. No, | havenot.
12 referencetothe negligence claimsin the opening 12 Q. Will you agreewith me, sir, that this,
13 portion of that paragraph. 13 that iswhat's depicted in that photograph -- let me
14 Q. Okay. 14 hold it up for the videographer so the jury will
15 A, |think - 15 know which one we're talking about.
16 Q. Soif-- 16 Would you agree with me, sir, that this
17 A, --it'sfactually true. 17 should not happen?
18 Q. --if Chrysler Group wereto tell Judge 18 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
19 Chason that it was not liable for product liability 19 question.
20 claimsin this case, that would be false; correct? 20 A. | think all incidentslikethis should be
21 A. Tothebest of my knowledge, yes. 21 avoided, yes.
22 Q. Allright. Thank you. 22 BY MR.BUTLER:

23 A. Canwe-- 23 Q. Isn'tittruethat fireslike this can be

24 MR. BUTLER: You want to take a break? 24 avoided by putting the gas tanks in the midship's

25 THE WITNESS: Canwetakeabreak? Thank | 25 |ocation instead of in the crush zone only 11 inches
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1 from the back of the car? 1 question.
2 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 2 A. | havenoway of answering that question.
3 question. 3 BY MR.BUTLER:
4  A. | havenoway of knowing. 4 Q. HasChryder told the peoplethat a
5 BY MR.BUTLER: 5 midship gastank location is safer than the rear gas
6 Q. Will youagreethat if thisresult, this 6 tank location?
7 Walden Jeep on fire, ismore likely with arear gas 7 A. Tothebest of my knowledge not.
8 tank than with a midship's gas tank, the people have 8 Q. Haveyouwondered why Chrysler moved the
9 aright to know that? 9 gastank away from the rear in these Jeeps with --
10 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 10 that used to have rear gas tanks?
11 question. 11  A. | personally have not wondered, but the
12 A. | havenoway of knowing. 12 issue hasbeen discussed, yes.
13 BY MR.BUTLER: 13 Q. Allright. Have you seen any documents
14 Q. Would you agree with methat -- would you 14 that discuss the safety of rear versus midship's
15 agreewith me, sir, that if the midship's gas tank 15 locationsfor gas tanks?
16 location is safer, the automaker has a duty to tell 16 A. | havenaot.
17 the people that? 17 Q. Haveyou asked anybody at Chrysler whether
18 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 18 Chryder has got any documents that discuss the
19 question. 19 relative safety of midship's gas tanks locations --
20 A. I'mnot surehow toanswer your question, 20 gastank locations versus rear gas tank locations?
21 because when thisvehicle was built, it wasin 21 A. | havenot.
22 conformity with therulesthat werein place at the 22 Q. Haveyou asked anybody whether safety was
23 time. And when we analyzed the data, including this | 23 areason Chrysler moved the gas tanks in these Jeeps
24 event, potentially in terms of distributions, we 24 away from the rear?
25 havefound that thelikelihood of an event likethis 25 A. No, | haven't.
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1 isfundamentally not different than it would have | 1 Q. Areyou awarethat Chrysler Group --
2 been for any other competitor car in that class. 2 Chrysler Group claims there are no documents at all
3 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as not 3 where safety is even mentioned as areason that the
4 responsive. 4 gastank was moved away from the rear for the Grand
5 BY MR. BUTLER: 5 Cherokee?
6 Q. Butinthecasethe Judge doesn't grant my 6 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
7 motion, you said, quote, "we have found," close 7 Question.
8 quote. Whois"we"? 8 A. 1 wasn't aware of what you just said.
9 A. | spokeon behalf of Chrysler. 9 BY MR.BUTLER:
10 Q. Chryder Group hasfound? 10 Q. Wasnot?
11  A. Chryder Group. 11  A. | amnotaware.
12 Q. So,onceagain, you'rejust repeating what 12 Q. Doyou find that to be believable?
13 people have told you? 13 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
14  A. Yes, whichis, unfortunately, comeswith 14 question.
15 my roleas CEO of thegroup, yes. 15 A. Ifitcamefrom Chrysler, theanswer is
16 Q. Likeyousworeinyour affidavit on 16 yes.
17 July 7, 2014, you haven't done any of this 17 BY MR.BUTLER:
18 investigation yourself, have you? 18 Q. How long have you been in the automotive
19 A. | havenot doneany of the statistical 19 business?
20 analysisor interpretation of the data. 20 A. 1llyears; 12to beexact.
21 Q. Solet meask my question again. 21 Q. Wéll, areyou familiar with John Olson who
22 Would you agree with me that if the 22 isChrydler's expert design engineer in this case?
23 midship gastank location is safer, the automaker 23 A. No.
24 hasaduty to tell the people that? 24 Q. Haveyou read hisdeposition?
25 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 25 A. No.
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1 Q. Wouldyou agree that moving a gastank on 1 you may beright.

2 avehicle from the very back of the vehicleto a 2 Q. I'veread abunch of articles about you.

3 midship's location isamajor design change? 3 | thought you were a car guy, you were involved in

4 A. No. 4 thedesign of cars.

5 Q. Beforeyou told the American people that 5 A. No, I'mnot. I'm not an engineer.

6 theserear gastanks were, quote, "absolutely safe,” 6 Q. Doyouknow whether or not Fiat is selling

7 close quote, did you ask anyone the question: Then 7 any car or passenger carsin this country that have

8 why did we move the gas tank away from the rear? 8 gasolinetanks at the rear?

9 A. No 9 A. FiatasFiat?

10 Q. WhendidFiat last sell apassenger car 10 Q. Yeah

11 with arear gasoline tank? 11 A. Or Fiat asChryder?

12 A. 1donot know. 12 Q. FatasFiat.

13 Q. DoesFiat sell any passenger cars now with 13 A. Tothebest of my knowledge, not.

14 arear gasoline tank? 14 Q. Weadready -- we've aready established

15 A. | donotknow. 15 that with Chrysler.

16 Q. Whendid you become CEO of Fiat? 16 Will you agree that if the rear gas tank

17 A. Junelst, 2004. 17 onacaris, quote, "vulnerable to rear impact,”

18 Q. Inthelast ten-and-a-half years as CEO of 18 close quote, that is anything but absolutely safe?

19 Fiat, have you seen any Fiat passenger carsthat had | 19 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

20 agasolinetank in the rear behind the axle? 20 question.

21 A. | may have. 21 A. No,| disagree.

22 Q. Doyourecdl any? 22 BY MR.BUTLER:

23 A. Ifitwas, itwasin either Latin America 23 Q. Will you agreethat if the rear gas tank

24 or in India. 24 onacaris, quote, "vulnerable to rear impact,”

25 Q. Doyourecal seeing any, ismy first 25 that is dangerous?
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1 question? 1 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

2 A. No. 2 question.

3 Q. Doyouthink that maybe Fiat is selling 3 A No,Idon'tagree

4 passenger cars with rear gastanksin Latin America 4 BY MR.BUTLER:

5 orlndia? 5 Q. Will you agreethat if the rear gas tank

6 A. | don't know. 6 onacar is, quote, "vulnerable to rear impact,” the

7 Q. Waél, you mentioned that. There must be 7 automaker has a duty to fix that?

8 some reason you mentioned it. 8 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

9 A. | saidit'stheonly placeswherethat 9 question.

10 could havein fact have happened. | don't know. 10 A. No, I don't.

11 Q. Why arethose the only places where that 11 BY MR.BUTLER:

12 could have happened? 12 Q. Will you agreethat if the rear gastank

13 A. Simply because of theway in which the 13 onacaris, quote, "vulnerable to rear impact,” the

14 portfolioisdeveloped in Latin America 14 automaker has a duty to warn people about that?

15 historically. 15 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

16 Q. What doesthat mean? 16 question.

17 A. It'sbased on a standard architecture that 17 A. No, |l don't. And | think | havetriedto

18 hasbeen therefor along period of time. 18 explain that wedo carry out extensive analysisto

19 Q. Isn'tittrue, sir, that Fiat sellsno 19 determinewhether effectively that we have what |

20 carswith rear -- no passenger cars with rear 20 consider to bedesign defectsor flawsin our

21 gasoline tanks? 21 vehicles, and we carry out that analysis pretty

22 A. | havenoway of disagreeing with what you | 22 thoroughly and pretty extensively.

23 said. 23 And our analysis suggested there has

24 Q. Wadll, canyou agree with it? 24 been -- thereisno defect, and it'sa conclusion

25 A. | havenoway of knowing, sol can't -- 25 that has been shared with NHT SA and with which NHTSA
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1 hasagreed. 1 tank will be crushed in rear impacts, then that
2 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as 2 meansthat car has a safety-related defect?
3 nonresponsive. 3 A. No.
4 BY MR.BUTLER: 4 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the
5 Q. And, again, sir, we're going to get to 5 question.
6 your deal with NHTSA, believe me. 6 BY MR.BUTLER:
7 MS. OWENS: Move to strike the colloquy. 7 Q. That aso mean -- will you agree that
8 BY MR.BUTLER: 8 meansthat car is dangerous?
9 Q. Will youagreethat if Chrysler knew that 9 A. No.
10 the gastank on the 1999 Grand Cherokee would be 10 MS. OWENS: Same objection.
11 crushed in -- would be crushed in rear impacts, that 11 BY MR.BUTLER:
12 isanything but, quote, "absolutely safe," close 12 Q. Will you agree that meansthat car
13 quote? 13 presents an unreasonable risk of injury or death to
14 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 14 occupants?
15 question. 15 A. No. And, effectively, therulesthat were
16 A. | disagree. 16 putin place by NHTSA in connection with fuel
17 BY MR.BUTLER: 17 systemsdid not reflect any of what you said.
18 Q. Doyoudeny that Chrysler knew that the 18 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike the latter
19 gastank on the 1999 Grand Cherokee would be crushed | 19 part as not responsive.
20 inrear impacts? 20 BY MR.BUTLER:
21 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 21 Q. Didyou know that Mr. Estes job at
22 question. 22 Chrydler for the last 16 years has been, quote,
23 A. ldon't--1don't know how to answer your 23 "problem solving," close quote?
24 question. There certainly wasinformation within 24  A. Wehaveanumber of problem solversinside
25 Chrydler that looked at these eventsand tried to 25 Chryder, but I did not know that he had that
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1 understand them in the context of how the overall 1 specificrole.
2 population of carsor SUVson themarket wouldhave | 2 Q. Did you know that he's supposed to bein
3 performed. 3 Italy now?
4 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike the latter 4  A. Onbusiness, or on vacation?
5 part as not responsive. 5 Q. Didyouknow that Mr. Estesis supposed to
6 BY MR.BUTLER: 6 bein Italy having been transferred from Chrysler
7 Q. Youtold usthat you don't know who 7 Groupto Fiat?
8 Mr. Estesis, and you hadn't read his deposition. 8 A. Doesn't make much of a difference now.
9 Has anybody told you what he said about that? 9 It'sall part of onelarge entity, but...
10 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 10 Q. Didyou know that?
11 question. 11 A. | didn't even know who Mr. Esteswas. |
12 A. No. 12 told you that this morning.
13 BY MR.BUTLER: 13 Q. Soyou know nothing about Mr. Estes?
14 Q. Hasanybody told you that Chrysler 14  A. No; nor of histravel plansor where he
15 engineer Judson Estes testified under oath on 15 is.
16 December 10, 2014, that Chrysler knew the gas tank 16 Q. Wouldyou agreewith me, sir, that if an
17 on the 1999 Grand Cherokee would be crushed in rear 17 automaker can design avehicle so the gastank at
18 impacts? 18 therear isnot -- strike that.
19 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 19 Would you agree with me, sir, that if an
20 question. 20 automaker can design avehicle so the gastank is
21 A. No. 21 not vulnerable to rear impact, then the automaker
22 BY MR.BUTLER: 22 hasaduty to do so?
23 Q. Will you agreethat if the rear gastank 23 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form --
24 onacar isvulnerableto rear impact, andisina 24 A. No.
25 known crush zone, and the automaker knows the gas 25 MS. OWENS: -- of the question.
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1 BY MR.BUTLER: 1 A. That'sexactly why NHTSA set up

2 Q. Wouldyou agree with me, sir, that the one 2 regulationsto try and deal with positions of fuel

3 and only crash test at 50 miles an hour that 3 systemsand so on.

4 Chryder ever did on a Grand Cherokee with arear 4 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as

5 gastank provesthat Chrysler knew that gas tank 5 nonresponsive.

6 would be crushed in rear impacts? 6 BY MR.BUTLER:

7 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 7 Q. Letmerepeat my question.

8 question. 8 Isn't that why automakers, including

9 A. Idonot know. 9 Chrydler, have tested cars to rear impacts at
10 BY MR. BUTLER: 10 50-miles-per-hour speeds because they know that's
11 Q. Haveyou read the crash test report for 11 going to happen in the real world?
12 the crash test run by Chrysler on November 18, 1999? | 12 MS. OWENS: Same objection.
13 A. No, | havenot. 13 A. 1'mnot sure how to answer that question,
14 Q. Haveyou talked to anybody about that? 14 but | would assumethat's probably true.

15 A. No,ldon't--1 haven't. 15 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #15-A marked)

16 Q. Haveyou seenit? 16 BY MR.BUTLER:

17 A. No. 17 Q. Let meshow you thecrashtest I'mtalking

18 Q. Soyoutold the American people on more 18 about. Let me show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit

19 than one occasion that these Jeeps with rear gas 19 No. 15-A.

20 tanksare, quote, "absolutely safe," close quote, 20 Now, thisis a safety test vehicle crash

21 but you never even read or knew about the only crash | 21 test letter. And you see at the top, it says,

22 test where a Chrydler hit the back of one of these 22 "produced Subject to Protective Order, Walden versus
23 Jeeps at 50 miles an hour; isthat right? 23 Chryder Group, LLC."

24  A. True we--that wasnot -- that isnot 24 Do you see that?

25 theproper definition of what we consider to be 25 A. Yes Sorry. Yeah.
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1 safety. 1 Q. Thetest dateis November 18, 1999;

2 Q. Wouldyou agree with me that cars get hit 2 correct?

3 intherear inreal world wrecks al the time? 3 A. Yeah,I'mlookingfor thedate. Yeah,

4 A. | havenoidea, but | would assumethey 4 yeah, the 11 -- yeah.

5 happen with some frequency, yes. 5 Q. |Ithink I have highlighted what | was

6 Q. Wouldyou agree with me that cars get hit 6 going to ask you about --

7 intherear at 50 miles an hour -- 7 A. Yeah.

8 A. I|haveno-- 8 Q. --tosaveustime.

9 Q. --withsomefrequency? 9 A. Theprintingisabit bizarre, but anyway,
10 A. | havenoidea. 10 yes.

11 Q. Wouldyou agree with me that a car getting 11 Q. Thetarget speedis50.1 miles per hour;

12 hitinthe rear at 50 miles an hour out there on the 12 correct?

13 roadsisforeseeable to automakers? 13 A. Yeah.

14 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 14 Q. Isn'tittruethat for this crash test at

15 question. 15 50 miles an hour Chrysler put a cage around the gas
16  A. | think we-- all automakers, including 16 tank to reinforce it and put in a steel bumper beam
17 Chryder, will think that's a possible event. | 17 between the gastank and the rear of the car?

18 don't know how likely it is, but it's possible. 18 A. | havenoway of knowing.

19 BY MR.BUTLER: 19 Q. Wadll, | havehighlighted it for you. Look
20 Q. Allright. Well, isn't that why 20 under Build Condition.

21 automakers, including Chrysler, have tested cars to 21  A. No,| cantdl; but we'retryingto

22 rear impacts at 50-mile-an-hour speeds becausethey | 22 decipher the English that'swritten here.

23 know it's going to happen? 23 Q. WEéll, doyou see under Build Condition --
24 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 24 A. No, | understand, but it'scalled the

25 question. 25 "structural mule” which isnot a production car.
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1 Q. Wadll, I think we can stipulate -- you may 1 Q. Yessir.
2 know this. Do you know that what Chrysler wasdoing | 2 Isn't it true that Chrysler never warned
3 inthistest wastrying to reinforce the rear gas 3 anybody that for a 50-mile-an-hour rear crash
4 tank to seeif that would be enough to till usea 4 Chrysler had concluded the gas tank had to be
5 rear gastank for the 2005 model year Grand 5 reinforced with a cage and a steel bumper beam?
6 Cherokee, which wasto be the next generation 6 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
7 vehicle? Did you know that? 7 question.
8 A. Ihavenoidea 8 A. | don'tthink that that wasChrysler's
9 Q. Okay. Didyou know that after this test 9 belief at thetime, but it's-- | have no way of
10 Chrydler decided, well, for the next generation 10 knowing.
11 Grand Cherokee we're not going to put the tank at 11 BY MR.BUTLER:
12 therear, well put it midship? Do you know that? 12 Q. Isntittruethat Chrysler Group has
13 A. Theonlything | know isthat it wasn't in 13 never warned anybody that the engineers at Chrysler
14 theback anymorein 2005. That'sall | know. | 14 concluded that before they hit the back of a 1999
15 don't know any of the -- 15 Grand Cherokee at 50 miles an hour, they had to put
16 Q. Didyouknow that decision was made after 16 acage around the gastank and a steel bumper beam
17 thiscrash test? 17 behind the gas tank to protect it?
18 A. No, I did not. 18 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
19 Q. Allright. Now, back to my origina 19 question.
20 question. 20 A. I don'tthink therewasan obligation to
21 Look under Build Condition, first bullet 21 doany of that.
22 point. Doesn't it say, quote, "structural cage to 22 BY MR.BUTLER:
23 represent '04 model year concept,” close quote? 23 Q. My question, sir, wasn't whether there was
24 A. Yeah. 24 an obligation to do any of that. My -- because
25 Q. Anddoesn'tittak about two different 25 that, in fact, happened.
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1 bracket reinforcements to the gas tank? 1 My question is, isn't it true that
2 A. That'swhat it says. 2 Chrysler Group has never warned anybody that the
3 Q. Andthenitsays, "KJbody rear bumper 3 engineers at Chrysler concluded that before they hit
4 beam installed." 4 the back of a1999 Grand Cherokee at 50 miles per
5 Do you seethat? 5 hour, they were going to put a cage around the tank
6 A. Yeah 6 and asteel bumper beam to protect it?
7 Q. Andthen on the next page you've actualy 7 A. No.
8 got apicture of what Chrysler did to the 19- -- to 8 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
9 the 1999 Grand Cherokee before -- rear gas tank 9 question.
10 beforethey hit it at 50 miles an hour. 10 A. Butlcan--if | canjust explain. There
11 MS. OWENS: Objection. 11 areanumber of teststhat get carried out by the
12 BY MR. BUTLER: 12 Safety Office, and there are a number of structural
13 Q. You seethat, don't you? 13 mulesthat arecreated asa car isbuilt, and | can
14 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the | 14 tell you thison current production models. Thisis
15 question. 15 not indicative of any solution that would ultimately
16 A. Il guess | don't know. 16 beadopted by anybody in the construction of
17 BY MR.BUTLER: 17 mass-produced cars.
18 Q. Wadll, don't you seethat steel cagearound | 18 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike the --
19 thegastank? 19 A. Itisone--itisoneof thethingsthat
20 A. | seeasted cage, yes. 20 happenswithin the development cycle.
21 Q. It'singreen? 21 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike the |atter
22 A. No, | cantell thegreen, yes. 22 part as nonresponsive.
23 Q. Andyou seethat what they called arear 23 BY MR.BUTLER:
24 bumper beam in red, don't you? 24 Q. Isn'tittruethat Chrysler Group never
25 A. That'swhat it lookslike. 25 sold a Grand Cherokee with those reinforcements?
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1 A. | havenoway of knowing. 1 A Yes

2 Q. Isn'tittruethat Chrysler -- strike 2 Q. AndChrysler appearsto have claimed that

3 that. 3 because other automakers put gas tanks at the rear

4 Isn't it true that the Waldens 1999 Grand 4 that it was okay for Chrysler to do it. Areyou

5 Cherokee had none of those safety features? 5 familiar with that argument?

6 A. | havenoway of knowing that. 6 A. Yes

7 Q. Isntittruethat the only protection the 7 Q. Isntthat just likeakidtelling his

8 gastank on the Waldens 1999 Grand Cherokee had 8 mama, "All the other kids were doing it, so it was

9 from rear impact was a strip of plastic and some 9 okay"?

10 Styrofoam? 10 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

11 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 11 question.

12 question. 12 A. I'mnot surel understand the parallel,

13 A. | havenoway of knowing. 13 but...

14 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #3 marked) 14 BY MR.BUTLER:

15 BY MR.BUTLER: 15 Q. That argument isnot true, isit?

16 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 3. 16 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

17 Have you seen that photograph before? 17 question.

18 A. No, | havenaot. 18 A. | don't know whether it'snot true. |

19 Q. Doyourecognizethat astherear of a 19 think it isaccuratein the sensethat it reflectsa

20 1999 Grand Cherokee with the fascia -- the plastic 20 fact that all automakerswere adopting particular

21 fasciatrim removed? 21 solutionsin the building of cars, which were

22 A. It'spossble, yes. 22 supported, approved, and in confor mity with the

23 Q. Doyou seethefuel tank -- the gas tank 23 existing regulationsin the United States, and that

24 down there? 24 theperformance of our vehicles compared to the

25 A. Yes | do. 25 overall classwas not distinguishably different,
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1 Q. Doesthat gastank look likeit's 1 and, therefore, therewas no safety issuein

2 adequately protected to you? 2 connection with these cars.

3 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 3 And it'sa position that was detailed and

4 question. 4 explained in -- pretty carefully to NHTSA. NHTSA

5 A. | havenoway of expressing aview on 5 ultimately agreed with our conclusion.

6 this. 6 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike the latter

7 BY MR.BUTLER: 7 part as nonresponsive.

8 Q. Isntitobvious, sir, that a piece of 8 BY MR.BUTLER:

9 plastic trim and Styrofoam is no protection at all 9 Q. Sir,isn'tittruethat by 1999, even for

10 for this Grand Cherokee in rear impact? 10 just SUV cars, the overwhelming majority of

11 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 11 automakers had moved the gas tanks away from the

12 question. 12 rear and put them in the midship's location?

13 A. | havenoway of knowing. 13  A. | havenoway of knowing.

14 BY MR.BUTLER: 14 Q. Haveyou seen the tank road map document

15 Q. Isn'titobvious, sir, that a piece of 15 that Chrysler Group itself produced to usin this

16 plastic trim and some Styrofoam is especially no 16 case?

17 protection at al for this Grand Cherokee when it's 17 A. No, | havenot.

18 hitintherear in an underride wreck? 18 Q. Wereyou awarethat even as of 1999

19 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 19 something like 31 SUV's manufactured and sold in this

20 question. 20 country had midship's gas tanks, and only five had

21 A. | havenoway of knowing. 21 rear gastanks?

22 BY MR.BUTLER: 22 A. No,| donot know.

23 Q. Now, Chrydler has asserted in this case 23 Q. lIsn'tittruethat intheletter from the

24 that other automakers were also putting gastanksat | 24 Office of Defects Investigation, ODI said that --

25 therear. Wereyou aware of that? 25 ODI -- you understand ODI means Office of Defects
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1 Investigation? 1 cars, sedans or coupes?

2 A Yes 2 A. | don't havethe statistical information

3 Q. Isn'tittruethat ODI had done a survey 3 toback up your assertion.

4 for the 2002-2003 model cars, not just limited to 4 Q. Widl, if one of these Jeeps with agas

5 SUVs, but including SUV's, pickup trucks, minivans, 5 tankintherear, likeis depicted on Plaintiffs

6 full-size vans and passenger cars, and had found -- 6 Exhibit No. 3 -- and I'll ask the videographer to

7 thisison Page 3, the same paragraph -- had found 7 look at that -- if one of these Jeeps with the rear

8 that 65 vehicles had fuel tanks located ahead of the 8 higher up off the ground and the gas tank hanging

9 rear axle; six vehicles had fuel tanks over the rear 9 down below the rear gets hit by a Chevrolet Impala

10 axle; and only four vehicles had tanks located 10 intherear, isn'tit likely that the striking car

11 behind the rear axle? Isn't that what they found? 11 isgoing to hit right into the gas tank?

12 A. That'swhat it says. 12 A. | don't know the Chevrolet Impala.

13 Q. Doyou disagree with that conclusion? 13 Q. Isn'tit more dangerous?

14 A. | havenoway of disagreeing. 14 A. That'snot acar | manufacture.

15 Q. Now, of thefour vehiclesthat ODI had 15 Q. lsn'tit moredangerousif the striking

16 found that had rear gas tanks, isn't it true that 16 car inarear impact actually hits the gas tank?

17 only two of them were SUV's whose gas tanks were 17 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

18 higher off the ground than passenger cars -- 18 question.

19 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 19 A. Noway of knowing.

20 question. 20 BY MR.BUTLER:

21 BY MR.BUTLER: 21 Q. Haveyou seen pictures of the gas tank on

22 Q. --regular passenger cars? 22 the Waldens 1999 Grand Cherokee taken after this

23  A. | would assume based on my knowledge of 23 wreck occurred?

24 the Mustang and the Grand Marquis, | would assume, | 24 A. No, | havenot.

25 yes. 25 Q. Didyou know that the gastank -- the rear
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1 Q. Andthosetwo werethe Jeep Grand Cherokee | 1 gastank on the Waldens Grand Cherokee was crushed

2 and the Jeep Liberty; correct? 2 up against the axle?

3 A. Correct. 3 A. No, | did not know that.

4 Q. Okay. Doyou agree with the Office of 4 Q. Didyouknow that the axle didn't move,

5 Defects Investigation that the height of the gas 5 did not move?

6 tank off the ground isimportant? 6 A. Didnot know that.

7 A. For SUVsin general, yes. 7 Q. Didyou know that the area under the

8 Q. Wadll, theheight -- if an SUV hasarear 8 Waldens Grand Cherokee where a midship's gas tank

9 gastank, the fact that the gastank is higher off 9 could have been located was undamaged?

10 theground isimportant with respect to the danger 10 A. No,did not know that.

11 that SUV might posein rear impacts, doyou agree? | 11 Q. Didyou know that Chrysler Group has

12 A. | haveno-- 12 admitted in this case that it could have put the gas

13 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 13 tank on the Waldens 1999 Grand Cherokeein the

14 question. 14 midship's position?

15 A. | havenoway of knowing. 15 A. I'mnot awareof that.

16 BY MR.BUTLER: 16 Q. Isn'tittrue, sir, that therewasatime

17 Q. Waidll,isn'tit merely logical that if the 17 inthedistant past prior to the 1970s where alot

18 back of the vehicle is higher off the ground and the 18 of cars had gastanks located in the rear, but

19 gastank isin the back, then thereis greater 19 automakers started moving them after the Pinto

20 danger of an underride collision? 20 controversy?

21 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 21 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

22 question. 22 question.

23 A. | havenoway of knowing. 23 A. That'salong, longtimeago. | don't

24 BY MR. BUTLER: 24 have any recollection.

25 Q. Aren'tmost vehicles on the road passenger 25 BY MR.BUTLER:
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1 Q. Haveyou read anything about that? 1 benefits of placing the tank in front of the rear

2 A. No, not on-- not lately. 2 axle," close quote? Do you disagree with that?

3 Q. Wadl, you said several timestoday things 3 A. | havenoway of knowing.

4 to the effect that other automakers were using rear 4 Q. Youdidread theletter?

5 gastanks. Have you done any study of the history 5 A. Yeah. But, Mr. Butler, thisletter was

6 of gastank location on carsin the United States? 6 answered in detail by -- by Chrydler. You make

7 A. No, | havenot. 7 referencetothisletter asbeing the definitive

8 Q. Okay. Wdll, then| gather that you would 8 view of the assessment of the technical office.

9 not be able to disagree with the conclusions of the 9 And | think that NHT SA has also been

10 professional engineers at the Office of Defects 10 absolutely clear that the vehiclethat we're

11 Investigation who wrote on Page 5 of the June 3, 11 speaking about herewas not -- didn't require any

12 2013 letter that after Pinto, manufacturersbeganto | 12 adjustments, that it was effectively full -- fully

13 adopt designs in which fuel tanks were located in 13 in confor mity with the existing regulations, and it

14 lessvulnerable locations than behind the rear axle. 14 performed exactly like all other vehiclesin its

15 Y ou can't disagree with that, can you? 15 classdid in the marketplace. And thisison the

16  A. No. But | think we've answered that 16 record with NHTSA.

17 statement in the white paper that wasissued by 17 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as

18 Chrydler after theissuance of thisletter. 18 nonresponsive.

19 Q. Isn'tittrue-- well, strike that. 19 BY MR.BUTLER:

20 | guessit'salso true that since you 20 Q. "Performed exactly likeall other

21 haven't researched it yourself, you cannot disagree 21 vehicles." Youknow, sir, don't you, that's afalse

22 with the conclusion that the Office of Defects 22 statement?

23 Investigation wrote about on Page 3 of their June 3, | 23 A. If you can give me accessto the white

24 2013, letter that Chrysler's decision to place the 24 paper, | can makereferenceto a graph that has

25 Grand Cherokee and first generation Liberty fuel 25 been --
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1 tanks aft of the rear axle contravene the industry 1 THE WITNESS: Do we have a copy of the

2 trendsaswell as Chrysler's practices in non-Jeep 2 white paper here?

3 vehiclesto place fuel tanksin less vulnerable 3 MS. OWENS: Just...

4 locations. 4 BY MR.BUTLER:

5 Y ou can't disagree with that either, can 5 Q. Sir, Chryder may -- Chrysler Group may

6 you? 6 contend that it performed like other vehicles, but

7 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 7 the Office of Defects Investigation concluded that

8 question. 8 that contention was fraud -- false, did they not?

9 A. Whereareyou reading from? 9 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

10 MS. OWENS: (Indicating). 10 question.

11 BY MR.BUTLER: 11 BY MR.BUTLER:

12 Q. Last paragraph. 12 Q. Let merestate that.

13  A. | havenoway of disagreeing or agreeing. 13 Chrysler Group may contend that the Jeeps

14 But | think we've answer ed the statement with the | 14 with rear gastanks performed like other vehicles,

15 white paper that Chryser issued. 15 but isn't it true that the Office of Defects

16 Q. Isntittrue, sir, that Chrysler was 16 Investigation rejected that contention?

17 certainly aware of the safety benefits of placing 17  A. Thatisnot truein connection with the

18 thetank in front of the rear axle before it put gas 18 Grand Cherokee from thisparticular year. | think

19 tanks on these Jeeps behind the rear axle? 19 NHTSA was absolutely clear that it exempted that car

20 A. | havenoway of knowing that. 20 from any type of treatment. They considered it to

21 Q. Canyou disagree with the conclusion 21 beabsolutely safe.

22 reached by the engineers at the Office of Defects 22 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as

23 Investigation and stated on Page 2 of this letter, 23 nonresponsive.

24 thelast paragraph, second sentence, which reads, 24 BY MR.BUTLER:

25 quote, "Chrysler was certainly aware of the safety 25 Q. Backtomy question.
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1 When the engineers at ODI wrote, quote, 1 Q. Padon?
2 "Chryder was certainly aware of the safety benefits 2 A. Ithinkithas. | don't know. I don't
3 of placing thetank in front of the rear axle," they 3 remember exactly.
4 quoted a Chrysler document, didn't they? 4 Q. Lookat Page8.
5 A. But Mr.Butler, you need to tell me what 5 A. Yeah. Allright.
6 pageyou'rereading from. 6 Q. Ithinkit'sPage8.
7 Q. Samepage, Page 2. 7 A. Yeah.
8 A. Yeah. Butyoudidn't tell me. Please 8 Q. Don'tyou recognize that as a photograph
9 tell me. 9 of Remi Walden's Jeep on fire?
10 Q. Allright. Let me-- I'll strike my 10 A. Now that |'ve seen the other picture, yes,
11 question and do it over again. 11 1 do.
12 A. Sure 12 Q. Toyour knowledge, has Chrysler, or
13 Q. Whentheengineersat ODI wroteon Page2, | 13 Chrysler Group, ever defended a casein an actual
14 thelast paragraph, second sentence -- 14 trial where a Jeep with rear gas tanks got hit in
15 A. Yeah 15 therear causing afire and burninjuries or death?
16 Q. --quote: "Chrysler was certainly aware 16 A. 1 donot know.
17 of the safety benefits of placing the tank in front 17 Q. Haveyou asked?
18 of therear axle," close quote, they cited to a 18 A. No, | havenot.
19 Chrysler document, did they not? 19 Q. Sir,isn'titprobablethat if the gas
20 A. They may have. Therewasan internal 20 tank in the Waldens' 1999 Grand Cherokee had beenin
21 memorandum, appar ently, according to this. 21 the midship'slocation, there would have been no
22 Q. They citedtoan August 24, 1978, Chrysler 22 fire?
23 internal memorandum written by Chrysler engineer | 23 A. | haveno--
24 L. L. Baker; correct? 24 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
25 A. That'swhat it says. 25 question.
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1 Q. Okay. 1978 was 37 years ago, wasit not? 1 A. | havenoway of knowing.
2 A. Thereabouts. 2 BY MR.BUTLER:
3 Q. Sirisn'titjust plain old common sense 3 Q. Isntittrue, sir, that if there had been
4 that 11 inches from the back of the car -- of acar 4 no fire, Remi Walden would not have died on March 6,
5 isnot asafe place to put atank full of gasoline? 5 2012?
6 A. |have-- 6 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
7 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 7 question.
8 question. 8 A. Itseemslogical tome, but | don't have
9 A. --noway of knowing. 9 thefacts.
10 BY MR.BUTLER: 10 BY MR. BUTLER:
11 Q. Sir,isntitjust plain old common sense 11 Q. Let'stalk about thisNHTSA issue now.
12 that in front of the rear axlein the midship's 12 MR. BUTLER: Go off thevideo just a
13 location isamuch safer place for atank full of 13 moment. Let me get my filesin order.
14 gasoline? 14 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: And we are off the
15 MS. OWENS: Object to the form. 15 video.
16 A. | havenoway of knowing. 16 (Off video record.)
17 BY MR.BUTLER: 17 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: And we are back on
18 Q. Isn'tittruethat the Office of Defects 18 video. Thetimeis11:24.
19 Investigation cited thiswreck in which Remi Walden | 19 BY MR. BUTLER:
20 died as an example of what's wrong with Jeeps with 20 Q. Sir,fromwhom didyou learnin May of
21 rear gastanks? 21 2013 that arecall request was a possibility?
22 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 22 A. From Mark Chernoby and Doug Betts.
23 question. 23 Q. Wheredidthey learnit?
24 A. Yes. 24 A. lhavenoidea. | would assumefrom
25 BY MR.BUTLER: 25 either direct interfaceswith NHTSA, or from people
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1 who had adirect interface with NHTSA. 1 A. | may even have been given acopy, but...
2 Q. How didyou learn about that? 2 Q. Wadl, wereyoutold verbaly, or wasthis
3 A. They cameinto my office and told me. 3 e-mail chain forwarded to you?
4 Q. Where? 4 A. Itcould have been forwarded tome. |
5 A. InDetroit, in Auburn Hills. 5 could have been told on the phone.
6 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #54 marked) 6 Q. Doyouhaveany e-mailsabout this meeting
7 BY MR.BUTLER: 7 you had in Chicago on June 10, 2013?
8 Q. [I'll show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 54. 8 A. ldon'tknow.
9 Do you recognize that place? 9 Q. Haveyou looked?
10 A. Tobehonest, no. 10 A. No, | havenot.
11 Q. Haveyou ever been there before? 11 Q. Hasanybody asked you to look?
12 A. |--if |l don't recognizeit, it'skind of 12 A. No.
13 hard for metotell what it is. 13 Q. Youuseemailsalot, don't you?
14 Q. Wadl, letemehelpyouout. I'll geta 14  A. | usesome, yes.
15 close-up. 15 Q. Wadl, I readinonearticle, | havegot it
16 A. Good. 16 here somewhere, that you and Mr. Elkann -- is that
17 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #55 marked) 17 how you pronounce his name?
18 BY MR.BUTLER: 18 A. Yes.
19 Q. Plantiffs Exhibit No. 55. 19 Q. Pardon?
20 Does this help refresh your recollection? 20 A. Yes
21 Do you recognize it now? 21 Q. Elkann, he'schairman of Fiat?
22 A. No. 22 A. Yes heis.
23 Q. Wwadll, I'll keep trying. 23 Q. Thatyouand Mr. Elkann exchange dozens of
24 A. Keepon showing mepictures, | might get | 24 text messages and e-mails every day?
25 better. 25 A. |don'tthink weever used theterm
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1 Q. Yep 1 "emails" but anyway.
2 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #56 marked) 2 Q. Text messages?
3 BY MR.BUTLER: 3 A. Yes--
4 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 56. 4 Q. Allright.
5 Doesthat help refresh your recollection 5 A. --whichisnot an email.
6 and help you remember that building? 6 Q. Doyou haveany text messages about this
7 A. Thatisprobably morelikeit, yes. 7 meeting that occurred in Chicago on June 10, 2013?
8 Q. Doyouremember going to that building? 8 A. Tothebest of my recollection not.
9 A. | remember goingto abuilding likethis, 9 Q. Hasanybody asked you to look for any?
10 yes. 10 A. No.
11 Q. Youwerethereon June10, 2013, wereyou | 11 Q. So back to my question about this
12 not? 12 Paintiffs Exhibit No. 57, did anybody ever forward
13  A. |Itsoundsright. 13 thise-mail chain to you?
14 (Paintiffs Exhibit #57 marked) 14  A. They could have. | don't remember having
15 BY MR. BUTLER: 15 it. But it doesn't make any difference. I'm aware
16 Q. Wadll, let meshow you Plaintiffs Exhibit 16 of the meeting.
17 No. 57. 17 Q. Hasanybody asked -- any of Chrysler
18 A. Okay. 18 Group's lawyers asked you to check your e-mails to
19 Q. Haveyou seen this document before? 19 seeif you got these e-mails between Ms. Trapasso
20 A. No, becauseit was addressed to Jody, | 20 and David Strickland?
21 think. 21 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
22 Q. Nobody showed you that before? 22 question, callsfor attorney/client communications.
23 A. No. | think | wastold about the contents | 23 | instruct him not to answer.
24 of thisdocument here. 24 BY MR.BUTLER:
25 Q. Told? 25 Q. Hasanybody -- are you going to answer the
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1 question? You're supposed to say "no." 1 theFAA.

2 A. No 2 Q. Didyou have any businesswith the FAA?

3 Q. Okay. Hasanybody asked you to provide to 3 A. Tothebest of my knowledge not.

4 Chrysler Group's lawyers any e-mails that you had 4 Q. Youwerethereat the FAA's government

5 about this meeting in Chicago on June 10, 2013? 5 officeson June 10, 2013, to meet with the

6 MS. OWENS: To the extent it calls for 6 administrator of NHTSA David Strickland, and the

7 attorney/client communications, | will tell the 7 Secretary of the United States Department of

8 witness not to answer. If he can answer it by 8 Transportation Ray LaHood; isthat correct?

9 referring to other communications from 9 A. Correct.

10 non-attorneys, he may answer. 10 Q. Mr.LaHood was Strickland's supervisor;

11  A. | may have-- | may have had an exchange 11 correct?

12 of e-mailsabout thiswith non-attorneys, and it 12 A. | havenoideawhat therelation -- the

13 could have been Chernoby, it could have been 13 reporting relationship is between the two.

14 anybody, Doug Betts, Jody Trapasso. It could have | 14 Q. Secretary LaHood was a member of the

15 been anybody. 15 Cabinet of the United States; correct?

16 BY MR. BUTLER: 16 A. Yes

17 Q. Haveyou looked for them? 17 Q. Both of these gentlemen wereU. S.

18 A. No, | havenot. But even the change of 18 Government officials; correct?

19 substance, I'm fully aware of the meeting. 1'm... 19 A. Yes | guess.

20 Q. Weretalking about two different things 20 Q. Therjobwasto work for the people of

21 right now. We're talking about documents, and | 21 thiscountry; correct?

22 want to talk about the meeting now. 22 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

23 The meeting took place at the FAA regional 23 question.

24 office about amile from Chicago O'Hare Airport; 24 A. |--1guess

25 right? 25 BY MR.BUTLER:
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1 A. Yeah. Yes Yes 1 Q. Mr. Strickland flew in to Chicago to meet

2 Q. Thelocation was arranged by David 2 with you from Washington, D. C., our nation's

3 Strickland; correct? 3 capitol; correct?

4 A. Yes hedid. 4 A. | havenoideawhat hisorigin wasthat

5 Q. David Strickland was then the 5 day.

6 administrator of NHTSA; correct? 6 Q. Youasked Mr. -- how do you pronounce her

7 A. Yes hewas. 7 name, Trapasso?

8 Q. Hewasthetop guy at -- top person at 8 A. Trapasso.

9 NHTSA; correct? 9 Q. Trapasso. Youasked Ms. Trapasso to

10 A. Hewasthehead of NHTSA at thetime. 10 arrange this meeting; correct?

11 Q. Allright. The meeting on June 10th was 11 A. Correct.

12 onaMonday; correct? 12 Q. OnJdune6, 2013, Ms. Trapasso started

13  A. | don't know whether the -- that day wasa 13 e-mailing Mr. Strickland to arrange a meeting with

14 Monday. Yes, it doessay here 4:00 p.m., Monday. 14 you; correct?

15 It must be Monday. 15 A. Yes

16 Q. Wheredid you comefrom to get to Chicago 16 Q. They talked, that is Mr. Strickland,

17 for this meeting? 17 Ms. Trapasso, that very night, June 6th; correct?

18 A. | flewinfrom Detroit. 18 A. Idon't know.

19 Q. Padon? 19 Q. Look at thee-mails, if youwould, sir.

20 A. | flewinfrom Detroit, from Auburn Hills. 20 June?, 2012, Jody's e-mail to Strickland.

21 Q. Now, the place where this meeting was 21 MS. OWENS: What page?

22 held, the 2300 building, is a building owned by the 22 MR. BUTLER: | didn't write down the page.

23 United States Government; correct? 23 Soit'sback toward the back.

24 A. Yes,itis. Itlooksthat -- | haveno 24 A. Yeah,it'son--

25 ideawhether it'sowned. It'scertainly occupied by | 25 BY MR. BUTLER:
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1 Q. June7,2013. 1 "Sergio," close quote?

2 A, It'sonPage5. Yes, | readit, June 7th, 2 A. Correct.

3 9:06 a.m. Eastern time. 3 Q. Isn'tittruethat Secretary LaHood was

4 Q. They taked that very night; correct, 4 there at the June 10 meeting in Chicago only because
5 June®6. 5 he, Secretary LaHood, asked to be there?

6 A. "Last night." 6 A. | havenoidea. Butl wastold that he --

7 Q. Yeah 7 that hewanted to bethere, yes.

8 A. Juneé6th; correct. 8 Q. Wadll, look at Exhibit 57 --

9 Q. June6th wasthree days after the letter 9 A. Yes
10 from the Office of Defects Investigation to Chryder 10 Q. --Mr. Strickland's June 7 e-mail,
11 Group -- 11 9:48 am. Isn't that what it says, that "the
12 A. Correct. 12 Secretary wantsto join us'? It'sthetop of
13 Q. --correct? 13 Pageb.
14  A. | guess,yes. 14 A. Okay. Yeah.

15 Q. TheletterisJune 13? 15 Q. Isn'tthat what it says?

16 A. Yeah. 16 A. That'swhat it says.

17 MS. OWENS: June 3rd. 17 Q. Isn'tittruethat Mr. Trapasso told David

18 BY MR.BUTLER: 18 Strickland that you wanted the meeting to be just

19 Q. June3rd. I'msorry. June 3rd? 19 thethree of you, no one else there?

20 A. Yeah. 20 A. No,not really.

21 Q. Threedayslater Ms. Trapassoiscalling 21 Q. Look at Exhibit No. 57, Strickland's

22 thehead guy at NHTSA to arrange ameeting withyou; | 22 June7, 10:31 am. e-mail.

23 correct? 23 A. What page?

24  A. Correct. 24 Q. [I'll'lookitup. Page4. The second

25 Q. Hadyoumet with Strickland before about 25 e-mail onthat page.
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1 thisinvestigation? 1 A. Yes

2 A. No,tothebest of my knowledge not. 2 Q. David Strickland wrote to Mr. Trapasso

3 Q. Bythevery next day, June 7, which was a 3 Friday, June 7, 10:31 a.m., quote, "The meeting

4 Friday, the meeting had been arranged for thenext | 4 would only be with the Secretary and |, no other

5 business day on Monday, June 10th; correct? 5 staff, as Sergio wanted,” close quote?

6 A. Yeah. Yes 6 A. Yeah. And--

7 Q. That'spretty quick service, isn't it? 7 Q. Didl read that correctly?

8 A. Possible 8 A. Youreaditcorrectly. If | caninterpret

9 Q. Ilsn'tittruethat Mr. Strickland and 9 it for you, | was not bringing any technical people
10 Ms. Trapasso exchanged 23 e-mailson June6and | 10 with metothe meeting. It wasmealone. Soif

11 June 7 to set up that meeting? 11 they wanted to bring an army of people, they were
12 A. Yes 12 welcome, but | was going to show up on my own.
13 Q. Isn'tittruethat those e-mailsindicate 13 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike that entire

14 that Ms. Trapasso and Mr. Strickland were on a 14 answer as nonresponsive.

15 first-name basis; she caled him David, and he 15 BY MR.BUTLER:

16 called her Jody? 16 Q. Isn'tittruethat David Strickland on

17 A. "She' who? I'm sorry. 17 Friday, June 7 at 10:31 am. e-mailed Mr. Trapasso
18 Q. Ms Trapasso? 18 and said, quote, "The meeting would only be with the
19 A. It'saMr. Trapasso. 19 secretary and |, no other staff, as Sergio wanted,"

20 Q. JodyisaMr.? I'msorry. 20 closequote?

21 He called him David, and he called him 21  A. That'swhat the email says.

22 Jody? 22 Q. Allright. Didyoutell Mr. Strickland

23 A, Yes 23 that's what you wanted?

24 Q. Both Mr. Trapasso and Mr. Strickland 24 A. |did not speak to Mr. Strickland. |

25 referred to you in those e-mails as, quote, 25 think it was Jody that did.
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1 Q. Then Mr. Trapasso -- then the only way -- 1 BY MR.BUTLER:
2 theonly place Mr. Strickland could get that 2 Q. Show thejury adocument proving that the
3 understanding was through Mr. Trapasso; correct? 3 presswastold about this meeting in advance of the
4 A. Correct. 4 meeting.
5 Q. Didyoutel Mr. Trapasso that you didn't 5 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
6 want any other staff there? 6 question.
7 A. That | wasnot going to bring anybody else 7 A. Wasthat aquestion?
8 at the meeting, yes. 8 BY MR.BUTLER:
9 Q. Didyoutel Mr. Trapasso that you didn't 9 Q. Yeah
10 want any other staff there? 10 A. What wasit?
11 A. | could--1 would never tell NHTSAwhoto | 11 Q. Doyouhaveone? Do you have adocument
12 bringto a meeting and who not to bringto a 12 proving that the press was told about this meeting
13 meeting. | only told them that | would not be 13 in advance of the meeting?
14 bringing anybody from Chrysdler. 14 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
15 Q. Wadll, wereyou surprised when you showed 15 question.
16 up for this meeting and only Strickland and LaHood 16 A. | --theanswer,| don't haveone, and |
17 weretherefor the government? 17 normally don't issue one when | meet gover nment
18 A. No,not at all. 18 officials.
19 Q. Now, after this meeting, didn't you have 19 BY MR. BUTLER:
20 four private telephone meetings with these two 20 Q. Show thejury adocument proving that any
21 gentlemen? 21 of the auto safety groups that had asked NHTSA to
22  A. What'sthedifference between aprivate 22 investigate the Jeeps were informed about this
23 and a non-private telephone meeting? 23 meeting before it occurred.
24 Q. Wadl, letmeputitthisway. Afterthis 24 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
25 meeting occurred, didn't you have four telephone 25 question.
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1 conversationsin which the only participants were 1 A. I'msorry. Youtold meto show thejury.
2 you, Strickland and LaHood? 2 What jury?
3 A. Yeah, | don't know whether both of them 3 BY MR.BUTLER:
4 wereon the phoneon all three occasions. | think 4 Q. Thejury that's going to be watching this
5 it wasthree phone calls or maybe four. 5 videotape, sir.
6 Q. Butnobody elsewas on the phone; right? 6 A. Oh,l see
7 A. Nobody else was on the phone. 7 Q. Doyouhaveadocument that proves that
8 Q. Doyoudeny telling Trapasso to tell 8 the auto safety groups that had asked NHTSA to
9 Strickland that you wanted the meeting to be limited 9 investigate these Jeeps were told about this meeting
10 to three people? 10 inadvance?
11 A. No. 11  A. | haveno-- nosuch thing.
12 Q. Mr.--let mefinish my question -- 12 Q. Didyou ever instruct anybody to tell any
13 Mr. Marchionne -- strike that. | mispronounced it. 13 of thevictims of these Jeeps with rear gas tanks
14 Let me start over. 14 that you were going to have a private meeting with
15 Do you deny that you told Mr. Trapasso 15 two U. S. government officials about the NHTSA
16 that you wanted the meeting limited to three people: 16 investigation?
17 Mr. Marchionne, Mr. Strickland and Mr. LaHood; "yes' | 17 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
18 or"no"? 18 question.
19 A. No. 19 A. No.
20 Q. Now, the meeting that you had with these 20 BY MR.BUTLER:
21 two U. S. government officials was not only private, 21 Q. Wasanything done by you or Chrysler Group
22 it was also secret, wasit not? 22 toinform the parents of Remington Walden that you,
23 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 23 the CEO of Fiat and Chrysler Group, were going to
24 question. 24 have this meeting with two U. S. government
25 A. No. 25 officials about the NHTSA investigation?
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1 A. No 1 A. No, | wastryingtoresolvetheissue.

2 Q. lIsntittruethat by June 10, 2013, the 2 Theoperativeword of the statement on the

3 lawsuit filed by the parents of Remington Walden had 3 Paragraph 8isthat | wastryingto find a

4 been pending for almost ayear? 4 resolution to the issue between NHTSA and Chrysler.

5 A. | would not know that, but based on what 5 Q. Isn'tittruethat youand LaHood and

6 you'vetold metoday, yes. 6 Strickland cut adeal at that June 10, 2013, meeting

7 Q. Thepurpose of the meeting that you had 7 in Chicago?

8 wanted to arrange -- that you arranged with these 8 A. Untrue.

9 two U. S. government officials was for you to try to 9 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

10 get them to resolve the NHTSA investigation with no 10 question.

11 finding of defect; isn't that true? 11  A. Untrue.

12 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 12 BY MR.BUTLER:

13 question. 13 Q. Isn'tittruethat you convinced them then

14  A. Theobjective of the meeting wasto try 14 and there to resolve the NHTSA investigation without

15 and find aresolution to their June 3rd letter that 15 afinding of defect?

16 wasacceptableto Chrysler and acceptableto NHTSA. | 16 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the

17 BY MR.BUTLER: 17 question.

18 Q. Sir, that'snot atrue statement, isit? 18 A. Untrue.

19 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 19 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #61 marked)

20 question. 20 BY MR.BUTLER:

21 A. I'msorry, but it isatrue statement. 21 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 61.

22 BY MR.BUTLER: 22 Have you seen that article before?

23 Q. Look at your affidavit, sir, that you 23 A. No.

24 signed on July 7, 2014. 24 Q. You'refamiliar with the magazine

25 A. (Witnesscomplieswith request.) 25 Automotive News?
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1 Q. Lookatthelast pagefirst. 1 A Yes|lam.

2 A. Yeah. 2 Q. Okay. Thisisan Automotive News article?

3 Q. Thatisyour signature? 3 A. |guessitis, yes.

4 A. Itismysignature. 4 Q. It'sdated June 21, 2013 --

5 Q. Anditsaysover there that a Notary 5 A. Yes

6 Public named Kerry L. Rodriguez signed it and 6 Q. --right?

7 stamped it; correct? 7 A. Yes

8 A. Yeah. 8 Q. Allright. Look at the sixth paragraph

9 Q. And it saysthat this affidavit was 9 down. Do you seethat?

10 "subscribed and sworn to before me on this 7 day of 10 A. Yeah

11 July, 2014"; correct? 11 Q. Ithas Secretary LaHood being quoted;

12 A. Yes 12 correct?

13 Q. Isthat correct? 13 A. Yes

14  A. (Nodshead affirmatively). 14 Q. Apparently hetold The Detroit News

15 Q. Look at Paragraph 8 of your July 7, 2014, 15 newspaper certain things; correct?

16 affidavit. 16 A. Yes

17 A. l'vereadit. 17 Q. And oneof thethings he's quoted as

18 Q. Okay. Doesn'tit say that: | wanted to 18 sayingis, quote, "We've pretty much reached an

19 meet with Mr. LaHood and Mr. Strickland to discuss | 19 agreement there," close quote.

20 the possibility of aresolution of the dispute that 20 A. But, Mr.Butler, I think you should read

21 had no finding of defect and the potential 21 theprevioussentence. It says, " LaHood told the

22 parameters of such aresolution? 22 newsMarchionnedidn't realize how seriousthiswas,

23 A. Yeah. 23 how serious we wer e, and the thing was r esolved

24 Q. Wasn't the purpose of your meeting with 24 satisfactorily. Wereached an agreement then to get

25 themto avoid any finding of defect? 25 theissueresolved, given the seriousness of the
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1 position taken by NHTSA." 1 tanks had a safety-related defect?

2 That'swhat it says. It doesn't say that 2 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
3 wecut adeal that day. 3 question.

4 Q. Itdoesn't say what you just said. 4  A. Itsaid anumber of things. That may be
5 A. Yes/itdoes. |justreadit. 5 oneof them, yes.

6 Q. Youadded some stuff in there. 6 BY MR.BUTLER:

7 A. No, I didn't. That'swhat happened. 7 Q. Allright. Isn'tittrue that the meeting

8 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as 8 on June 10th was in response to that |etter?

9 nonresponsive. 9 A. Yes/itis Yes, it was.
10 BY MR.BUTLER: 10 Q. lsn'tittruethat nobody from the Office
11 Q. Doesn'tthisarticle quote Secretary 11 of Defects Investigation was at the meeting?
12 LaHood as saying, quote, "We pretty muchreachedan | 12  A. Yes, | guessthat'strue.
13 agreement there," close quote? Isn't that what it 13 Q. Who prepared your talking points for that
14 says? 14 meeting?

15 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 15 A. Mr.Chernoby and Mr. Betts.

16 question. 16 Q. Didyou bring acopy of them with you?

17 A. That'swhat it says. 17 A. Therewerenotalking points. They were
18 BY MR.BUTLER: 18 only giving methe -- some graphswhich were
19 Q. Thankyou, sir. 19 included in the white paper that wereissued.

20 MS. OWENS: | don't want to interrupt your 20 Q. Therewasnomemo?

21 flow, Jim, but are we at a place where | can take a 21 A. Therewasnomemo.

22 break? 22 Q. Nodocuments?

23 MR. BUTLER: Shortly. 23 A. Nodocuments.

24 MS. OWENS: Okay. 24 Q. Nobody prepared anything in writing for
25 BY MR.BUTLER: 25 youto review before you went to this meeting?
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1 Q. Isntittruethat because -- strike that. 1 A. No

2 Isn't it true that as a result of your 2 Q. Wasthemeeting with Mr. LaHood and

3 request that the meeting be only with -- that the 3 Mr. Strickland transcribed?

4 meeting only include the three of you, no one from 4 A. No,itwasnot.

5 the Office of Defects Investigation wasinvited to 5 Q. Sothereisno record of what was said;

6 the meeting? 6 correct?

7 A. Theonly thing-- | don't know that, 7 A. Thereisnowritten record of what was

8 becausetheonly thing | said wasthat | was going 8 being discussed.

9 alone. 9 Q. Isntittruethat David Strickland now

10 Q. Isn'tittruethat no onefrom the Office 10 worksfor alaw firm that represents Chrysler Group
11 of Defects Investigation was at the meeting? 11 and Fiat?

12 A. Thatistrue. 12 A. 1 havenoway of knowing that.

13 Q. Inother words, none of the professionals 13 Q. Youdidn't know that Mr. Strickland went
14 at ODI who had written that the Jeeps with rear gas 14 towork at the Venable law firm?

15 tankshad a, quote, "safety-related defect,” close 15 A. | knowthat he'sleft NHTSA. That isthe
16 quote, were invited to the meeting where what to do 16 only thing | know.

17 about their finding was going to be discussed; isn't 17 Q. Nobody'sever told you that?

18 that true? 18 A. No.

19 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 19 Q. Youdidn't have anything to do with

20 question. 20 helping Mr. Venable get ajob -- Mr. Strickland get
21 A. |don't know how to answer your question. | 21 ajob at Venable?

22 BY MR.BUTLER: 22 A. No.

23 Q. Letmebreak it down. 23 Q. Doyou dispute that the law firm where

24 Isn't it true that the ODI letter of 24 David -- strike that.

25 June 3, 2013, said that these Jeeps with rear gas 25 Do you dispute that the law firm where
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1 David Strickland is now a partner actually doeswork | 1 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #65 marked)

2 for Chryder Group? 2 BY MR.BUTLER:

3 A. | havenoknowledge of that fact. 3 Q. Show you an article from the New Y ork

4 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #62 marked) 4 Times, Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 65.

5 BY MR.BUTLER: 5 Have you ever seen this article before?

6 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 62. 6 A. No.

7 That document proves -- that's from 7 Q. Isthereanybody at Chrysler Groupin

8 Venable'slaw firm website. That document proves 8 Auburn Hills, Michigan, who is supposed to provide
9 Venableisa-- that Strickland is a partner there, 9 you articlesthat appear in major American media?
10 doesit not? 10 A. Yes. Wehavea pressofficethat screens
11 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 11 thepressfor relevant articles.

12 question. 12 Q. Butnobody sent you thisone?

13  A. | havenoway of knowing. 13 A. They may have sent it tome. | never read
14 BY MR.BUTLER: 14 it. 1 don't read them all.

15 Q. Wwadll, it saysthat the -- 15 Q. Allright. Thearticleisdated March 30,

16 A. Itsaysontop that, it saysapartner, 16 2014; correct?

17 yes-- 17 A. Yes

18 Q. Okay. 18 Q. Thetitleof thearticleinthe New York

19 A. --under hise-mail. 19 Timesis, quote: "Carmakers Close Tiesto

20 Q. Thank you. 20 Regulator Scrutinized"; correct?

21  A. | havenoideathat Chryder or Fiat uses 21  A. That'swhat it says.

22 Venable. | don't even know who they are. 22 Q. Look at Page 4 of the article.

23 Q. Isn'tittruethat Venable actually does 23 A. (Witnesscomplieswith request.)

24 |lobbying work for Chrysler Group? 24 Q. |thinkit'sthefifth full article --

25 A. | havenoway of knowing, and | do not 25 full paragraph.
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1 know Venable. 1 It says, quote, "Mr. Strickland's last day

2 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #63 marked) 2 at the agency was January 17, the day the agency

3 BY MR.BUTLER: 3 confirmed it had approved the trailer hitch remedy,"

4 Q. Plantiffs 63, Exhibit -- Plaintiff's 4 close quote.

5 Exhibit No. 63. 5 Did | read that correctly?

6 Isn't that alobbying disclosure for the 6 A. That'swhat it says.

7 Venablelaw firm -- 7 Q. Didyou know that Secretary Ray LaHood

8 A. Yes 8 dfter the meeting in Chicago on June 10, 2013, also

9 Q. --thatlistsChrysler Group asaclient 9 went to work for alaw firm?

10 starting back in 2008 -- or 2009 for Chrysler Group, 10 A. No, | had noidea.

11 going al the way through 2014? 11 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #66 marked)

12 A. Yes that'swhat it says. 12 BY MR.BUTLER:

13 Q. Didyou know on June 10, 2013, that 13 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 66.

14 Strickland was going to be leaving Venable? 14 Doesn't thisindicate that Mr. LaHood has

15 A. I hadnoidea 15 goneto work for alaw firm called DLA Piper?

16 Q. Orleaving NHTSA? 16 A. That'swhat it says.

17 A. | hadnoidea. 17 Q. DoesDLA Piper dowork for Chrysler Group?
18 Q. Didyou -- wereyou aware that in fact 18 A. | havenoway of knowing.

19 David Strickland's last day on the job with NHTSA 19 Q. Now,isn'tittruethat Mr. LaHood went to

20 was the same day that NHTSA announced thefinal deal | 20 work for thislaw firm, even though he's not even a
21 with Chrysler on the Jeep investigation? 21 lawyer?

22 A. No-- 22 A. | hadnoideahewasn't alawyer.

23 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 23 Q. Isn'tthisbusinessof top U. S.

24 question. 24 government -- strike that.

25 A. --lhadnoidea 25 Isn't this business of top U. S.
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1 government officials helping out a car corporation 1 Strickland and LaHood in Chicago?

2 redlly nothing new? 2 A. | think weultimately resolved theissue

3 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 3 after -- yes, after that meeting.

4 question. 4 Q. Isn'tittruethat afinding that these

5 A. | havenoideahow to answer your 5 Jeeps were defective would have hurt sales?

6 gquestion. 6 A. |don'tknow that.

7 BY MR.BUTLER: 7 Q. lsn'tittruethat afinding that the

8 Q. Haveyou ever heard the term, quote, 8 Jeeps were defective would have constituted a

9 "revolving door," close quote, used with respect to 9 warning to the American people?

10 NHTSA? 10 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

11  A. No. 11 question.

12 Q. Doyou know what it means? 12 A. Yeah,|'mnot surethat'strueeither.

13 A. | know what arevolving door is. 13 BY MR. BUTLER:

14 Q. Isntittruethat oneof Chrysler's 14 Q. Isn'tittruethat inJune of 2013 there

15 lawyersin this caseis Erika Jones, who previously 15 wereroughly 2.7 million of these Jeeps with rear

16 wasthe chief lawyer at NHTSA? 16 gastankson theroadsin this country?

17  A. I'mawareof both of those facts. 17  A. I don't know the number.

18 Q. What, my statement is correct, isit not? 18 Q. Look at Exhibit 40, ODI's June 3, '13,

19 A. Yes 19 letter --

20 Q. Thank you. 20 A. Yes

21 MR. BUTLER: You want abreak? 21 Q. --Paged.

22 MS. OWENS: Yeah. 22 A. Page4. Yes.

23 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Stand by, please. We | 23 Q. Look at the -- under Data Analysis, the

24 areoff therecord. Thetimeis11:51. 24 third paragraph. Thethird sentence reads as

25 (Recess 11:51 am. to 12:12 p.m.) 25 follows, quote: "Polk vehicle registration data
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1 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Stand by, please. And 1 obtained by ODI shows that roughly 2.7 million of

2 weare back on therecord. Thetimeis12:12. You 2 the 4 million Liberty and Grand Cherokee vehicles

3 may continue, Sir. 3 produced remained on the road in 2011."

4 BY MR.BUTLER: 4 Did I read that correctly?

5 Q. lIsntittrue, sir, that one of the 5 A. That'swhat it says.

6 reasons you and Chrysler Group didn't want a defect 6 Q. Allright. Doyou dispute that?

7 finding is because that would have hurt car sales? 7 A. No, | have noway of knowing otherwise.

8 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 8 Q. Isntittruethat al Chrysler agreed to

9 question. 9 dowasarecall limited to putting tow packages on

10 A. Notatall. | think that our objection to 10 some of the Jeeps?

11 that determination was based on facts and our 11 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

12 analysisof theunderlying data. And | think that 12 question.

13 NHTSA, after thorough review of theinformationthat | 13  A. | think therecall measurethat was agreed

14 they had, and after comparison of their data with 14 reflected what was considered to be necessary for

15 ours, agreed with our view. 15 the--for NHTSA.

16 BY MR.BUTLER: 16 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as

17 Q. Sir,isn'tittruethat what NHTSA finally 17 nonresponsive.

18 did came after your June 10, 2013, meeting with 18 BY MR.BUTLER:

19 Strickland and LaHood in Chicago? 19 Q. Isntittruethat al Chrysler agreed to

20 A. I'msorry. Could you rephrasethe 20 dowasarecal limited to putting tow packages on

21 question? 21 some of the Jeeps?

22 Q. No,I'll rereadit. 22 MS. OWENS: Same objection.

23 A. Okay. 23 A. That wastheultimate resolution of the

24 Q. Sir,isn'tittruethat what NHTSA finally 24 discussionswith NHTSA, yes.

25 did came after your June 10, 2013, meeting with 25 BY MR.BUTLER:

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Pages 138..141




Walden vs. Chryder Sergio Marchionne 01/09/2015
Page 142 Page 144

1 Q. lsn'tittrue, sir, that Chrysler has 1 Do you see that on the first page?

2 refused to do anything for those citizens who own 2 A, Yes

3 1999 through 2004 Jeep Grand Cherokees? 3 Q. Allright. You seeover on Page 233, the

4 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 4 last page of this document --

5 question. 5 A. Yeah.

6 A. Werenot required todo anythingin 6 Q. --Mr. Castaing'sanswer, quote: "Let me

7 connection with those vehicles becausethere'sbeen | 7 finish. The tow package does not protect the tank.
8 no defect deter mined in connection with that class 8 The skid plate underneath only protects the tank

9 of vehicles. 9 from stones from the ground.”
10 BY MR.BUTLER: 10 Do you see that?
11 Q. Inother words, Chrysler will not even put 11  A. ldidreadit.
12 atrailer hitch on the very Jeep Grand Cherokeein 12 Q. Pardon?
13 which Remi Walden was killed; correct? 13 A. ldidreadit.
14  A. Thereisno defect in connection with 14 Q. Didl read that correctly?

15 thosecars. 15 A. That'swhat it says.

16 Q. Wasmy statement correct? 16 Q. Allright.

17 A. Yes Thereisno defect. 17 A. | havenoideawhat it talks-- which car
18 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as 18 it'smakingreferenceto. But, yes, that'swhat it
19 nonresponsive. 19 says.

20 BY MR.BUTLER: 20 Q. Mr. Castaing was a Chrysler engineer, was
21 Q. Isn'tittruethat Chrysler will not even 21 henot?

22 put atrailer hitch on the very Jeep Grand Cherokee 22  A. 1 havenoknowledge, don't know him.
23 that Remi wasin when he was killed? 23 Q. Wasn't heaso president of Chrysler

24 A. It'snot -- 24 International?

25 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 25 A. Don't know him.
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1 question. 1 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #72-B marked)

2 A. It'snotrequired. 2 BY MR.BUTLER:

3 BY MR.BUTLER: 3 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 72-B.

4 Q. Isntittruethat Chrysler knew that a 4 Thisis another excerpt from the same

5 tow package would not protect the people in these 5 deposition. And intheinterest of time, if you'l

6 Jeeps with rear gas tanks? 6 look at the last two pages of this marked as

7 A. | havenoway of knowing that. 7 Pages 16 and 17. Doesn't Mr. Castaing testify that

8 Q. Isn'tittruethat Chryder'sformer Head 8 hewas president of Chrysler International ?

9 of Engineering, Francois Castaing, has testified 9 A. That'swhat it says.

10 under oath that, quote, "the tow package does not 10 Q. Andthat hewasin charge of overseeing

11 protect the tank," close quote? 11 and directing business of Chrysler outside of NAFTA
12 A. | havenoknowledge. 12 overseeing 47 countries?

13 Q. Areyoufamiliar with Mr. Castaing? 13 A. Yes

14  A. |don't even know who Mr. Castaingis. 14 Q. Allright.

15 Q. Hasanybody ever told you about his 15 A. That'swhat he says.

16 testimony? 16 Q. Now, would you expect that Mr. Castaing,
17 A. No, they havenot. 17 the head of engineering at Chrysler, would know

18 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #72-A marked) 18 something about trailer hitches and tow packages?
19 BY MR.BUTLER: 19 A. | havenoideawhether hewasthe head of
20 Q. And!I'll show you Plaintiffs Exhibit 20 engineering.

21 No. 72-A. 21 Q. Well, hesaid hewas.

22 Thisis an excerpt from the sworn 22 A. | couldn't findit here. Did | missit?

23 testimony of Frangois Castaing in a case called 23 Q. Waell, maybel missed it.

24 Clinein New Jersey, and the testimony occurredon | 24 A. No, I'm sorry.

25 June 14, 2011. 25 Q. Didyou know whether or not Mr. Castaing
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1 knew something about tow packages? 1 with the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard does
2 A. |l havenoideawho Mr. Castaingis, and | 2 not exempt aperson from liability at common law?
3 don't know where-- whereisthereferencetothe | 3 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

4 fact that he wasthe head of engineering? 4 question.

5 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as 5 A Iltmay.

6 nonresponsive. 6 (Paintiffs Exhibit #78 marked)

7 BY MR.BUTLER: 7 BY MR.BUTLER:

8 Q. Withrespect tothistrailer hitch idea, 8 Q. Wadll,itdoes.

9 isn'tit alsotruethat just last month Chrysler 9 Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 78, isn't that
10 announced that if a customer's rear end Jeep -- 10 what it says?
11 dtrike that. 11  A. Yes

12 Isn't it also true that just last month 12 Q. That'sfrom 49 United States Code

13 Chrysler announced that if a customer's rear tank 13 Annotated 30103, for the record.

14 Jeep wastoo rusty, Chrysler would refuse to even 14 A, Yes

15 provide the free tow package? 15 Q. Isn'titalsotruethat the federal

16 A. Yes becauseinthat casel think it would | 16 standardsare merely minimum standards?

17 beineffective. 17 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
18 Q. Isn'tittruethat if the gastank needs 18 question.

19 protection in low speed impacts, it obviously needs | 19  A. Don't know. They arerequired.

20 protection at higher speeds? 20 BY MR.BUTLER:

21 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 21 Q. lsn'tthat expressly what the law says?

22 question. 22 A. | havenoway of knowing what the law

23 A. | havenoway of knowing. 23 says.

24 BY MR.BUTLER: 24 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #79 marked)

25 Q. Isntittruethat when arear gastank is 25 BY MR.BUTLER:

Page 147 Page 149

1 vulnerableto rear impact, it needs greater 1 Q. Show you Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 79.

2 protection at any speed? 2 Thisis 49 United States Code Annotated

3 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 3 Section 30102(a), General Definitions,

4 question. 4 Subparagraph 9. Doesn't it state, quote: "*Motor

5 A. | havenoway of knowing. 5 vehicle safety’ standard means a minimum standard
6 BY MR.BUTLER: 6 for motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment

7 Q. Now, you've made areference today to the 7 performance"?

8 federd standards, and | want to talk to you about 8 Did | read that correctly?

9 that. Weveaready established this, you are a 9 MS. OWENS: | object to the form of the

10 lawyer; correct? 10 question to the extent that it's an excerpt that's

11  A. | usedtobeapracticinglawyer along 11 incomplete.

12 timeago. 12 BY MR.BUTLER:

13 Q. Waéll, you have alaw degree; correct? 13 Q. Didl readthat correctly?

14 A. Yes; and | havebeen called to thebar. 14 A. Youdidread it correctly.

15 Q. Isn'tittruethat merely complying with a 15 Q. Now,isntittruethat inthat June 3,

16 federal minimum standard is no defense at all? 16 2013, letter from the Office of Defects

17 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the 17 Investigation to Chryder, ODI wrote -- and if

18 question, callsfor alegal conclusion. 18 you'll look at Page 4, | think you'll seethis --

19 A. Can't answer the question. 19 A. Yes

20 BY MR.BUTLER: 20 Q. --thesecond paragraph: "AsNHTSA has
21 Q. Haveyou ever read the Federal -- the 21 noted in the past, a Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
22 U. S. Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Act? 22 Standard is aminimum standard for a motor vehicle
23 A. No, | havenot. 23 performance.”

24 Q. lsn'tittruethat the Federal Motor 24 Did | read that correctly?

25 Vehicle Safety Act explicitly statesthat compliance | 25 A. Yes.
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1 Q. ODI asowrote, quote: "The existence of 1 some cases we have intentionally gone beyond the

2 aminimum standard does not require NHTSA to ignore 2 minimum safety standards.

3 deadly problems.” 3 MR. BUTLER: Move the last sentence --

4 Did | read that correctly? 4 moveto strike the last sentence as nonresponsive.

5 A. Youcertainly did. And NHTSA also went on 5 BY MR.BUTLER:

6 tosay that thevehiclein question did not 6 Q. Isn'tittruethat for the Grand Cherokees

7 provide-- did not have a safety defect. 7 Chryder did nothing but test for compliance with

8 Q. Whendid NHTSA say that? 8 the minimum standard?

9 A. Inalater --intheir ultimatefinding, 9 A. | havenoway of knowing that.

10 when they said -- 10 Q. Beforeyou publicly stated that these

11 Q. After June 10, 2013? 11 Jeepswith rear gas tanks were, quote, "absolutely

12 A. After June 10th. 12 safe,” close quote, did you read any of the warnings

13 Q. After your secret private meeting with 13 that Chrysler's own customers had given to Chrysler

14 LaHood and Strickland; correct? 14 about those vehicles?

15 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 15 A. No.

16 question. 16 Q. Areyou familiar with any of those

17 A. I'mnot suretherewasanything secret 17 warnings?

18 about the meeting. 18 A. 1don't know what you mean by " warning,"

19 BY MR.BUTLER: 19 but the answer isno.

20 Q. Who eseknew about it besides -- 20 Q. Well, did you see any of the letters that

21  A. Waell, obviously Automotive News knew about | 21 Chrysler's own customers had written to Chrysler

22 it because you showed mean article. 22 about these Jeeps with rear gas tanks relating their

23 Q. Thatwasafter it happened, wasn't it, 23 own experiences when their Jeeps with rear gas tanks

24 s§r? 24 got hitintherear?

25 A. Yeah, but normally we-- 25 A. No, | havenot.

Page 151 Page 153

1 Q. Beforethe meeting happened, who knew 1 Q. Haveyou ever heard of afellow named

2 about that meeting except you and your staff at 2 Howard Persinger?

3 Chrysler Group, Strickland, and maybe a couple of 3 A. No, | havenaot.

4 peopleat NHTSA, and Mr. LaHood? Did anybody else 4 Q. Wereyou awarethat Mr. Persinger has

5 know about it? 5 tedtified that -- about awreck that he was involved

6 A. |havenoideawhoelseknew. But we-- 6 ininvolving -- with one of these Jeeps with rear

7 Q. Didyoutell anybody? 7 gastanks?

8 A. No. But wenormally don't advertise 8 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

9 meetingswith people, with the -- 9 question.

10 Q. Especially government officials; right? 10 MR. BUTLER: Strikethat and let me --

11 A. Wenormally don't do that. 11 strike that question, you're right.

12 Q. Itwasmeant to be asecret, private 12 BY MR.BUTLER:

13 meeting, wasit not? 13 Q. Areyouawarethat Mr. Persinger has

14 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 14 testified that his daughter --

15 question. 15 MS. OWENS: Son.

16 A. No. | think it wasdesigned to bea 16 MR. BUTLER: Strikethat. Go off video

17 meeting between Chrysler and NHTSA, towhich the | 17 just aminute and let me get organized here.

18 Secretary of Transportation showed up. 18 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Okay. We are off the

19 BY MR.BUTLER: 19 video.

20 Q. Isityour position that merely complying 20 (Off video record.)

21 with the federal minimum standard isall an 21 (Off-the-record discussion.)

22 automaker hasto do? 22 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on video.

23 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 23 Thetimeis12:27.

24 question. 24 BY MR.BUTLER:

25 A. No, I don't think so. And effectively in 25 Q. Wereyou awarethat Mr. Howard Persinger
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the rear?

A. Not aware.

1

2

3

4

5 question.
6

7 BY MR.BUTLER:
8
9

10 A. No.
12 BY MR.BUTLER:

14 No. 81.

18 theletter; correct?
19 A. Yes.

22 1998; correct?

Page 154

has testified that his son narrowly escaped burning
alivein aJeep with arear gas tank that got hitin

MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

Q. Haveyou ever seen aletter that Norma
Jane Friend sent to Chrysler on March 3, 19987

11 (Plaintiffs Exhibit #81 marked)
13 Q. Showittoyou. Plaintiffs Exhibit
15 Apparently Ms. Friend works for an

16 organization called Gianettino & Meredith, whichis
17 an advertising company in New Jersey, according to

20 Q. Theletter isdated -- excuse me, I've got
21 thedatewrong. Theletter is dated February 26,

23 A. That'swhat it says, yes.
24 Q. Anditindicates that two weeks prior to
25 that her daughter was stopped at atraffic light in

Page 156
Q. Didyou know that in this case Chrysler

Group has blamed Remington's parents for not knowing
that these rear gas tank Jeeps were dangerous?

A |-

MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the

question.

A. | haveno knowledge.
BY MR. BUTLER:

Q. Didyou know that Chrysler Group has
10 blamed the Walden family for not knowing that their
11 Grand Cherokee was unsafe from reading about the
12 NHTSA investigation?

00 ~NO UL WN P

©

13 MS. OWENS: Object to the form of the
14 question.

15 A. 1 havenoknowledge.

16 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit #82 marked)

17 BY MR.BUTLER:
18 Q. Showingyou Plaintiffs' Exhibit No. 82.

19 Here, let me give you the official one.
20 That'sgot the official stamp oniit.
21 A. Okay.

22 Q. Thisisacopy of thefirst and 39th page

23 of Chrysler Group's Motion for Summary Judgment
24 submitted to Judge Chason in this case. And look at
25 what's the second page of this document, which is

Page 155 Page 157
1 a1997 Grand Cherokee and was hitintherear --and | 1 Page 39 from that brief that Chrysler Group filed,
2 her car washit in therear. 2 the second full paragraph.
3 Do you see that in the second paragraph? 3 A. (Witnesscomplieswith request.)
4 A. Yes 4 Q. Quote "Finaly, the Waldens, likewise,
5 Q. Okay. How about the -- look at the fourth 5 allowed their child to ride in the vehicle after
6 paragraph. 6 news and media coverage about the NHTSA
7 A. (Witnesscomplieswith request.) 7 investigation into the subject vehicle."
8 Q. Quote: "However, in thinking about this 8 Do you see that?
9 afterwards, | can only imagine how horrible a 9 A. Yes
10 situation it would beif adriver had to remove a 10 Q. Isn'tittrue, sir, that you and Chrysler
11 child from acar seat or could not get out of the 11 group weretelling the American people and wanted
12 car within moments." 12 the American people to believe that those Jeeps
13 Did | read that correctly? 13 were, quote, "absolutely safe"?
14 A. That'swhat it says. 14  A. Andinour view, they still are.
15 Q. Beforeyou told the American -- before you 15 Q. Let merepeat the question.
16 as CEO of Chrysler Group, LLC, told the American | 16 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as
17 public that these Jeeps with rear gas tanks were 17 nonresponsive.
18 absolutely safe, did you review any letters like 18 BY MR. BUTLER:
19 thisthat had comeinto Chrysler? 19 Q. Isn'tittrue, sir, that you and Chrysler
20 A. No; but | reviewed all the statisticsin 20 Group were telling the American people, and wanted
21 connection with events surrounding the Grand 21 the American people, to believe that those Jeeps
22 Cherokeeand other Jeeps. 22 were, quote, "absolutely safe," close quote?
23 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike the latter 23 A. They aresafe.
24 part as nonresponsive. 24 Q. Isn'tthat what you'retrying to convince
25 BY MR.BUTLER: 25 the people?
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1 A. Yes 1 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
2 Q. Youretryingtotell the people, there 2 question.
3 wasno reason to be warned about it; correct? Isn't 3 A. | havenoway of knowing.
4 that correct? 4 BY MR.BUTLER:
5 A. Il guess | don't know how toanswer your 5 Q. Ifthejury findsthat thiscaris
6 question. | mean, other than thefact that | have 6 defective, and that the defect caused Remington
7 stated on therecord, and I'll repeat it again, that 7 Walden's death, will you agree that Chrysler Group
8 thesevehicles are deemed to be safe by usand a 8 should be held responsible?
9 position that has been agreed with and under stood by 9 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
10 NHTSA. 10 question; callsfor alegal conclusion; is
11 Q. Isityour testimony heretoday, sir, that 11 argumentative.
12 thereisno problem at all with these Jeeps with 12 A. | don't know how to answer your question.
13 rear gastanks? 13 BY MR.BUTLER:
14 A. | think that there are unfortunate events 14 Q. Youcansay "yes' or "no."
15 surrounding the use of cars, and | find these 15 A. | knowl could, but | don't know how to do
16 deplorable, | think it'sunfortunate, and people 16 that.
17 will suffer injury asaresult of driving or riding 17 Q. What about my question is confusing?
18 invehicles. But | don't think that thereisthe 18 A. | don't know what answer you would like me
19 dlightest evidencethat Grand Cherokeesor the class 19 togiveyou.
20 that we'retalking about here are defective. 20 Q. Whichever oneyou think isthe truth.
21 I think we've made extensive analysis of 21 A. | don't know how to answer it.
22 theunderlying data. All thisinformation hasbeen 22 Q. Letmerepestit.
23 madepublic. It'sbeen shared with NHTSA. And | 23 A. | think wewill follow whatever decision
24 think their latest view, which, obviously, we concur 24 ismade by the court.

25 with, isthat thereisno defect in association in 25 Q. Doyou agreethat if the jury findsthis
Page 159 Page 161
1 conjunction with thesecars. 1 carisdefective, and that the defect caused Remi's
2 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as 2 death, Chrysler Group should be held responsible?
3 nonresponsive. 3 MS. OWENS: Objection. Same objection.
4 BY MR.BUTLER: 4  A. 1don't know how to answer your question.
5 Q. Letmerepeat my question. 5 I'msorry.
6 Isit your testimony here today, sir, that 6 BY MR.BUTLER:
7 thereisno problem with these Jeeps with rear gas 7 Q. Isyour corporation willing to warn
8 tanks, "yes' or "no"? 8 Americans that the Jeeps with rear gas tanks are
9 MS. OWENS: Objection, asked and answered. 9 vulnerable to rear impacts and may explodein
10 A. Thereisno defect in asso- -- in 10 flames?
11 conjunction with thesecars. 11 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the
12 BY MR.BUTLER: 12 question.
13 Q. Do you agree with me that burning to death 13  A. | think wearewilling to do everything
14 isahorrible way to die? 14 that which has been agreed with NHTSA asa proper
15 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the 15 solution to this problem going forward.
16 question. 16 MR. BUTLER: Moveto strike as
17 A. Yes/ | do. 17 nonresponsive.
18 BY MR.BUTLER: 18 BY MR.BUTLER:
19 Q. Will you agree with me that the Walden -- 19 Q. Isyour corporation willing to warn
20 strikethat. 20 Americansthat these Jeeps with rear gas tanks are
21 Will you agree with the Walden family that 21 vulnerable to rear impacts and may explodein
22 no one who knows what they know now would ever put | 22 flames, "yes' or "no"?
23 their child into one of these Jeeps with the rear 23 MS. OWENS: Same objection. And you don't
24 gastank? 24 haveto answer "yes' or "no" if you can't answer
25 A |- 25 "yes' or "no."
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1 A. |don't know how to answer your question, T The fol lowing reporter and firm .
) ) disclosures were presented by me at this proceeding
2 and | think your statement isfalse. g for review by COLszglsveal?:TER b1 SCLOSURES
3 BY MR.BUTLER: 4 The fol | owi ng representations and
. . . di scl de i li ith Georgia Law,
4 Q. Will you admit that these Jeeps with rear 5 more 2;32??.2‘;?.;“ e in copliance wiih Ceorgia Law
Article 10 (B) of the Rules and Regul ations of the
5 gaStanksare not abS)IUtely safe? 6 Board O EioLrt Reporting (discl ogure forns)
; OCGA Section 9-11-28 (c) (disqualification of
6 A. T will not agreeto that statement. 7 reporter for fi nanci(al) i(nt e?est)
7 Q If thejury finds that Chrysler Group is OCGA Sections 15-14-37 (a) and (b) (prohibitions
. . . . 8 agai nst contracts except on a case-by-case basis).
8 liable for Remington'sinjuries and death, will you - | ama certified reporter in the State of Georgia.
. . 9 - | aman enployee or independent contractor of
9 commit today that Chrysler Group will accept the Tiffany Alley Qobal Reporting and Video ("Tiffany
. . . 10 Alley Gobal").
10 jury'sjudgment and pay the verdict? - | have been assigned to make a conplete and
. P 11 t d of th di .
11 MS. OWENS: Objection to the form of the - 1 have no relationship of interest in the mtter
i 1 i 12 which | bout t t which Id
12 queﬂlon. Thatsabsolutely Improper, and | ginsqulalci fy ﬁg} fargum maﬁi Lgpgrverblafi mwr)gcord or
13 instruct the witness not to answer. 13 maintaining ny obligation of Impartiality in.
conpl i ance wit e e of Professiona ics.
14 BY MR.BUTLER: 14 - | have no direct contract with any party in this
i . ) action, and ny conpensation is de%/efm' ngd solely
15 Q. Areyou going to follow that instruction? 15 by the terms of ny agreement with Tiffany Alley
16 A. | amgoingto follow instructions. 16 e obal
17 MR. BUTLER: Let'sgo off the video just a 17 T A AL e s | © & VIDEO
18 - Tiffany Alley Gobal Reporting & Video was
18 moment. cont ap%led toyprpvi de regorti _ng services by the
19 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Stand by_ We're off 19 noticing or taking attorney in this matter.
. - There is no agreenent in place between Tiffany
20 video. 20 Alley Gobal and any party or attorney in this
21 (Offvideorecord) o1 Iigi (gg;ionA;hat is proh@fb!teg_ by OCGA 15-14-37 (a)
. an . y case-specific discounts are
. automatically applied to all parties, at such
22 MR. BUTLER: Back on the video. 22 time as any %ar?? receives a gi scount .
23 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Standby. Andweare | ,; =~ ranscripts: The franscript of this proceeding as
: . produced by Tiffany ey Gobal w e a
24 back on video record true, correct, and conplete record of the
: 24 col | oqui es, questions, and answers as submitted by
: i the certified court reporter.
25 MR. BUTLER: Thosearedl my questions. 25 - Exhibits: No changes \‘/)vill be made to the exhibits
Page 163 Page 165
1 MS. OWENS: Let's go off the record and 1 as subnitted by the reporter, attorneys, or
2 off the video. W tnesses.
3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're off video record 2 - Password-Protected Access: Transcripts and
. . i exhibits relating to this proceeding wll be
4 Thetlme|512.36.. . 3 upl oaded to a password-protected repository, to
S (Recess 12:36-12:38 p.m.) which all ordering parties will have access.
6 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Andweareback onthe | 4
7 record. Thetimeis12:38. You may continue. 5
8 MS. OWENS: Mr. Betts, do you have any 6
9 questions? 7
10 MR. BETTS: No questions at thistime. 8
11 MS. OWENS: And | have no questions at o
12 thistime. ii
13 MR. BUTLER: Thanksto everybody. 12
14 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Stand by, please. This | 5
15 concludes this videotaped deposition. Thetimeis 14
16 12:38. Weare off the record. 15
17 (Deposition concluded at 12:38 p.m.) 16
18 (Signatureis reserved.) 17
19 18
20 ;2
21
21
22 22
24 24
25 25
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1 CERTI FI CATE 1 TO Diane Oens
2 STATE OF GECRG A 2 Re: Signature of Deponent Sergio Marchionne
3 COUNTY CF FULTON: 3 Date Errata due back at our offices: 2/12/2015
| hereby certify that the foregoing 4 ) )
4 transcript was taken down, as stated in the caption, 5 Geetings:
and the col | oqui es, questions and answers were 6 The deponent has reserved the right to read and sign.
5 reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that the Pl ease have the deponent review the attached PDF
transcript is a true and correct record of the 7 transcript, noting any changes or corrections on the
6 evidence given upon said proceeding. ) attached PDF Errata. The deponent may fill out the
| further certify that | amnot a relative 8 Errata electronically or print and fill out manually.
7 or enployee or attorney of any party, nor am| 9
financially interested in the outcone of this . . )
8  action. Once the !Err_ata is si gned. by the dgponent and notari zed,
| have no relationship of interest in this 10 please mail it to the offices of Tiffany Alley (below).
9 mtter which would disqualify me from naintaining ny 11
obligation of inpartiality in conpliance with the Wen the signed Errata is returned to us, we will seal
10 Code of Professional Ethics. ) ) 12 and forward to the taking attorney to file with the
| have no direct contract with any party in o ) . )
. ) . ) original transcript. We will also send copies of the
11  This action and ny conpensation i s based solely on ) )
the terns of ny agreement with my enpl oyer. 13  Errata to all ordering parties.
12 Nothing in the arrangenents made for this 14
proceedi ng inpacts ny absolute commitment to serve If the signed Errata is not returned within the tine
13 all parties as an inpartial officer of the court. 15 above, the original transcript may be filed with the
1‘51 This the 12th day of January 2015. court without the signature of the deponent.
P 16
16 M&ﬁ@wex) 17
17 18 Please send conpleted Errata to:
18 MAUREEN KREI MER, CCR- B-1379 19 Tiffany Alley G obal Reporting & Video
19 Notary Public in and for the 20 730 Peachtree St. NE, Ste 470
20 State of Georgia. M Commi ssion 21 Atlanta, GA 30308
21 Expires August 14, 2016. 22 (770) 343-9696
22 23
23
24 24
25 25
Page 167 Page 169
1 TI FFANY ALLEY GLOBAL REPCRTING & VI DEO 1 ERRATA
2 FI RV CERTI FI CATE AND DI SCLOSURE 2 |, the undersigned, do hereby certify that | have read the
3 ) .
transcript of testinony, and that
4 Tiffany Alley Gobal Reporting & Video represents that 3 P v y
the foregoing transcript as produced by our Production
5 Coordinators, Georgia Certified Notaries, is a true, 4 __ There are no changes noted.
correct and conplete transcript of the colloquies, 5 ___ The follow ng changes are noted:
6 questions and answers as subnitted by the certified 6
court reporter in this case. Tiffany Al!ey Gopal Pursuant to Rule 30(7)(e) of the Federal Rules of Gvil
7 further represents that the attached exhibits, if any, 7 b d ol 9-11- 30 h inf
are a true, correct and conplete copy as submitted by rocedure an_ or 00G -30(e), any changes |.n ormor
8 the certified reporter, attorneys or witness in this case; substance which you desire to make to your testinony shall
and that the exhibits were handled and produced exclusively 8 be entered upon the deposition with a statement of the
9 through our Production Coordinators, Georgia Certified reasons given for nmking them To assist you in making any
Notari es. Cop! es of nm,a”ZEd prodyctlon certificates 9 such corrections, please use the formbelow. [If additional
10 related to this proceeding are available upon request to | furni sh 4 attach
product i on@i f f anyal | ey. com pages are necessary, please furnish sane and attach.
1 10
Tiffany Alley Qobal Reporting & Video is not taking this 11 Page Line Change
12 deposition under any relationship that is prohibited by 12
OCA 15_- 14-37(a) an_d(b). Case-spe_cific di scoum_s are 13 Reason for change
13 automatically applied to all parties, at such time as any U P ¥ o
party receives a discount. Ancillary services such as age ____ Line ____ Lhange
14 calendar and financial reports are available to all 15
parties upon request. 16  Reason for change
15 17  Page Li ne Change
16 18
17
18 19  Reason for change
19 20 Page Line Change
20 21
21 22 Reason for change
gg 23 Page Line Change
24 24
25 25 Reason for change
770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video Pages 166..169



Walden vs. Chryder Sergio Marchionne 01/09/2015
Page 170
1  Page Li ne Change
2
3 Reason for change
4  Page Li ne Change
5
6 Reason for change
7 Page Li ne Change
8
9 Reason for change
10  Page Li ne Change
11
12 Reason for change
13 Page Line Change
14
15 Reason for change
16  Page Li ne Change
17
18 Reason for change
19
20
DEPONENT' S S| GNATURE
21
Sworn to and subscribed before ne this __ day of
22
23
24 NOTARY PUBLI C
25 M Conmi ssion Expires:
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