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03/21/2007: On this date, I received a letter from the office of the Morris County Medical Examiner at Netcong Station. a5
This letter stated that on 03/16/2007 Forensic Odontologist Mitchell Kirshbaum confirmed the identity of Susan V.
Morris based on dental records comparison.
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8-6-07 Monday: This date the undersigned received the attached Autopsy/Toxicology report from the Morris County 555
Medical Examiner's Office for Driver #2, Susan Morris. Dr. Fonseca listed the cause of death as ""Smoke inhalation and
thermal injuries'” and listed the manner of death as "Accident.," The Toxicology report indicates that Susan Morris
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8-6-07; This date the undersigned received the attached Crime Scene Investigation report completed by DSFC, J. =
McGinniss #4080.
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09/10/07 This date, the undersigned received the attached copy of the Morris County Prosecutor's letter, which states T

this case is closed. All reports have been received and reviewed. This case is considered closed.
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CASE/CRIME ) .
NEW-JERSEY STATE POLICE Fatal Motor Vehicle Accident
CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION REPORT [ vorms CABE NUMBER
Susan V. Morris ‘ H152007-62
PLACE OF COMMISSION MUNIGIPALITY COUNTY, DATE OF COMMISSION
I-287 S/B MP 42.8 Parsippany Twp. Morris | 2-24-07
LOCATION OF TECHNICAL SERVICE MUNICIPALITY COUNTY. DATE & TIME OF SERVICE
1-287 S/B MP 42.8 Parsippany Twp. Morris - 2-24-07 9:56am
INVESTIGATING AGENCY AGENCY INVESTIGATOR | AGENGY CASE NUMBER LAB NUMBER
NJSP Netcong Tpr. E.J. Orellano #6598 | B0802007=445A N/A
PHOTOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION LATENT PRINT EXAMINATION
X  ves NO EXAM: YES X no
# 41 asmmcoLor & 35mm B&W 35mm OBTAINED: YES X no
a VIDED # POLARDID {jist type) EVIBENCE COLLECTION
# OTHER (list type) YES X no
NARRATIVE:
2-24-07: On this date, the undersigned was detailed to the above

location to conduct a photographic examination of the above listed scene
vehicle’s ref. the above ongoing investigation.
Upon arrival, the undersigned commenced the photographic examination which
involved taking 41-35mm color photographs depicting the scene and

processed at the NJSP Forensic Photography Unit in
Hamilton N.J. The negatives will be kept on file together with this report
at this unit. Photographic enlargements will only be made upon request.

RANK/CSI INVESTIGATOR

DSFC. J. Mc@Ginniss #4080

REPORT DATE
2-24-07
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3 1 Case Number 1t Spee 118a
~ 1narn
o7 | B080-2007-00445A Occurvea O 1-287 sB "8 . | 2{8]7 4]z |£_| 29
-1, [Zraicepi o Code [7] At Intarsection with Road Name Dir t2RoutzNe,  Suffix 13 Milepost 1185
P - k) 18 Speed Limit
- 1 ?E:?ur:i;aiglj CE 1 —m.«_D ::El‘el 8 :E \?V ” 17 ¢ Aoad Name § I -
3% i ros5 Aoad Na
[T NETCONG 14 15 nes 16 19 L] 7o | na[ Jen 1192
1 4 Date of Crash 5 Day of Waeek 6 Time 7 Municipality | BTl | 8 Total Ramp Cl From: 20 Roveiama - Oss{Jwes 25
e mm dd ¥y sU M Tu W (use 2400 hrs) ode Kilied Injurad 21 Latitude 22 Longitude EETT
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™M 23 Van ho| 24 Policy Nn.AVE 4282843 | 25 nsfg & 53 Veh No| 54 Policy No. 009568022 12/01 | 55 Ins(nga
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102 26 Drvers First Name Initial Last Nama 29 Sex |56 Dnver's First Name Initial Last Name 50 Sax 1
1 NATALIE 5 RAWLS F |SUSAN V MORRIS F [
103 27 Numbar 30 Eyes |57 Numbar B0 Eyas 0
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1 ] |
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] |8 AesholDup Test 130 Crash Dgamm‘ T o sc'me; T T T T 177 1 78 Alcohol/Drug Test 4
1 given: [K]No [ves [tretused O:\I“sg:'e See attached diagram Givan: [ Mo B ves [Refusad 157
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12 Resuls:0. % [ Pending e ~-} Resulls: 0. %5 Pending 128a
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3 52 Carrier name — — A2 Carmier nama 129:
I N OO S T N I T T N Y 39
135 Crash Description 26
INTRODUCTION: 594
Vehicle #1, Vehicle #2 and Vehicle #3 were traveling southbound on Interstate 287 in the right lane. Vehicle #4 was traveling on -
Interstate 287 in the center lane. Driver #1 suddenly slowed down drastically, after she noticed she had missed the exit to her
destination. Vehicle #2 then slowed down to a very low speed after driver #2 noticed that Vehicle #1 was barely moving in the right | 130 p
lane. Subsequently, Vehicle #3 struck Vehicle #2 cansing it to explode and both vehicles became engulfed in flames. After the initial P
impact, Vehicle #2 continued to travel forward and struck Vehicle #1. Vehicle #4, was struck by debris while driving by in the center 6
136 Damage To Other Proparty 13z
6
Qper. 137 Chargs  [.J Multiple Charges 138 Summons No, | Cper, 138 Cnarpe [ Multipls Charges 140 Summens Na.
39:4-67 SP3410616 ny ha
141 Cflicer's Signatura . 142 Badge Na. 143 Aavivad By Badge No.  ]144 Cass Status
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Cl 3 01 101 |03 40} F | 02 [0572[09 |09 | 01| 6406 |[VICTORIA MORGAN-ALCALA 27 SHEEP HILL RD BOONTON NJ
Dl 4 or oy | - {27\ M| - = i~ 09 )04 - - PETER F MOODIE 160A EASTWOOD DR CLIFTON PK NY
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3 1 Case Number 11 Spae 11Ha
_ 10Ci |
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108 44 Vin 45 Explres  [74 VIN 75 Expires
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08 46 Vehicle Aemoved To £ Drivan [ Left at Scene B Towed |47 [] owner |76 Vahicla Remavad To [ Driven [ Left at Scene [JTowed {77 B Owner
4 Impound | Authodt [ Driver O Impound [Authort £ priver
CORIGLIANO TOWING BOONTON, NJ Disabled |V B police 1 Disabied |¥ 1 Palics T
10 T ] T I T
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135 Crash Description .
lane ‘at the time of the expiosion. Driver #2, Susan Morris, died as result of the injuries sustained in this accident. ST
Driver #1 and Driver #2 were transported to Saint Claire's Hospital for treatment of minor injuries. Driver #4, -
continued on driving south on Interstate 287. He contacted Netcong Station on 02/28/2007 and stated that he had not
been injured  and that his vehicle sustained minor cosmetic damage. ““i 5
LOCATION: ) e
This accident occurred on Interstate 287 South at milepost 40.8 in the right Iane, in the Twp. of Parsippany. In the 12
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New Jersey Police Crash Investigation Palice Dept: STATE POLICE Code: 2
) L mevmet
Metor Vehicle Crash Description Station: NETCONG Case No: B080-2007-004454

{Relar to vehicle by number)

veh Fos Phys toc Type Rel Equip Equip Bapg Hosp
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132 Crash Daseription

vicinity of the accident, I-287 consists of one southbound exit ramp for exit 42 (Parsippany Rd), three southbound travel

lanes and three northbound travel lanes. The north and southbound lanes are divided by 25 foot center median that

includes two guide rails, one running parallel along each of the left shoulders of both the north and southbound lanes. All

lanes are made of black top and in good condition, being free of any debris or roadway defects that would have

contributed to the cause of this accident. All travel lanes are approximately 12 feet in width and are clearly divided by

white painted skip lines. The left shoulder, which is approximately 5 feet in width, is clearly separated from the left travel

lane by a solid painted yellow line, whereas the right shoulder, which is approximately 13 feet in width, is clearly

separated from the right travel lane by a solid painted white line. The exit 42 ramp is also clearly marked with solid

painted white lines and a large Depariment of Transportation street sign. At the time of the accident, the weather was

clear and the roadway was dry.

STATEMENT:

Driver #1 initially stated to the undersigned at the scene: ' I was driving very slow, going at about 45 mph in the right

lane when the other car hit me from behind, I don't know what happened "'. She completed a written statement at the

scene, see attachment #1 (1 page). She then provided a formal recorded statement to Tpr. C. Rohel #6529 at Netcong

Station on the same day, which is yet to be transcribed.

Driver #2 Deceased.

Driver #3 initially stated to the undersigned at scene: "' I saw the Jeep stopped in the right lane, I crashed into itand 1

saw an explosion, I don't know what happened after that''. She completed a written statement at the scene, see attachment

#2 (1 page). She then provided a formal recorded Statement to Tpr. J. Sepede #6531 at Netcong Station the same day,

which is yet to be transcribed.

Driver#d, Peter Moodie, 160 Eastwood Dr, Clifton Park, NY, contacted the undersigned via telephone on 02/25/2007.

He stated in effect: "' I was driving in the center lane at the time of the accident. I saw the station wagon stopped in the

right lane, and the Jeep stopped or was moving very slow right behind it. I also saw the Toyota minivan in the right lane

and wondered if the driver was going to stop for the 2 vehicles ahead. The minivan didn't stop and hit the Jeep in the right

i £ Ol s 6598

NJTR-1A {rev. QA42006) Officer's Signatuse Badge Numbar
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135 Crash Description

lane. The Jeep was pushed forward into the station wagon. I didn't see anything else because I was trying to make my

way through the fire. Pieces of debris hit my vehicle''. Mr. Moodie came in to Netcong Station on 02/28/2007 and provided

a written statement. See attachment #3 (1 page). He then provided a formal recorded statement to the undersigned, which

is yet to be transcribed.

Witness #1, Karin K. Logue, 5 laurel Trail, Kinnelon, NJ, was contacted by the undersigned via telephone. She stated in

effect: " I was driving in the exit ramp at the time of the accident. I saw the white station wagon stopped in the right lane

and then I saw the Jeep hitit in the back. After that I saw the Jeep explode. I did not see a 3rd vehicle involved in this

accident''. Tpr. J. Sepede obtained a formal recorded statement from Mrs. Logue on the same day, which is yet to be

transcribed.

AT THE SCENE INVESTIGATION:

I was advised of this accident via State Police radio at 0853 hours. I approached the scene from the south and arrived at
0910 hours.

Upon arrival to the scene 1 observed all vehicles at their final uncontrolled resting positions. Parsippany Fire

Department and Parsippany First Aid Squad were on scene. 1 observed a vehicle later identified as Vehicle #1 on the right

shoulder of the southbound lanes, facing south. I later observed another vehicle, later identified as Vehicle #2, in the

center lane of I-287 southbound, facing north, burned in its entirety and smoking with the Fire Department still attending.

I also observed a deceased burnt body, later identified as Driver #2, laying across the front passenger seat. I then observed

another vehicle, later identified as Vehicle #3, in the right lane of I-287 facing south and partially burned. All lanes of

traffic were blocked by the vehicles involved and debris. Traffic was being diverted off exit 42 of 1-287 southbound.

I proceeded to obtain written statements from Driver #1 and Driver #3 while Parsippany First Aid Squad was

administering medical attention to them. Driver #1 refused further medical attention and was then relayed to Netcong

Station in order to obtain a tape recorded statement from her. Driver #3 was relayed to Saint Claire's Hospital, via

Parsippany FAS for further treatment of her injuries and was requested to respoﬁd to Netcong Station after her release.

T, . (Yt 65098
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135 Crash Descrption

Netcong Station was advised of the condition of Driver #2 and subsequently notified Criminal Investigating Office, Fatal

Accident Unit, Morris County Prosecutor's Office and the Medical Examiner's Office.

Inspection of the scene revealed a tire mark from the right southbound lane to the right southbound shoulder,

originating from vehicle #1's right rear tire. The area surrounding Vehicle #2 and the engine compartment of Vehicle #3

was covered with fire suppressing foam, water and debris. No tire marks were visible nnder those substances. Observation

of the right lane behind Vehicle #3 did not produce any tire marks, which would make one believe that Driver #3 did not

attempt to stop prior to the initial impact. Gonge marks were found, however, north of Vehicle #3, indicating the point of

impact between Vehicle #3 and Vehicle #2. Vehicle #1 was then inspected and found to be a white 1998 Subaru Legacy

station wagon, 5 door hatch, bearing CT registration §49943. It was equipped with an automatic transmission which was

in the '"Drive" gear and the odometer read 124,019 miles. Heavy damage was noted to the rear end of the vehicle. The rear

compartment of the vehicle and it contents were crushed inward towards the front of the vehicle. All four tires remained

inflated and in good condition. It shounld be noted, however, that the rear right tire was locked due to vehicle damage.

Inspection of the interior of the vehicle revealed that the driver seat was in the upright position and very close fo the

steering wheel even for the height characteristics of Driver #1. The driver's seatbelt was a 3 point system and fully

retracted. The belt moved freely and buckled securely.

Vehicle #2 was then inspected and found to be a dark color Jeep Cherokee, 5 door hatch, bearing NJ registration

MS806P, equipped with a manual transmission. Damage was noted to the front of the vehicle, the rear of the vehicle and

rear undercarriage of the vehicle, no other information is available for this vehicle, due to the extent of damage cansed by

the fire, which engulfed the entire vehicle.

Vehicle #3 was then inspected and found to be a silver Toyota Sienna minivan, 3 door hatech, bearing NJ registration

PKZ21C, equipped with an antomatic transmission. Damage was noted to the front of the vehicle, the hood and

windshield of the vehicle. The speedometer was stopped at 70 mph and the tachometer was stopped at was stopped at

2000 RPM. The driver side and the front passenger side air bags were deployed . The front left tire and the front right

tire were melted and the rear left tire and the rear right tire were inflated and in good condition.
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135 Crash Deseription

Inspection of the interior of the vehicle revealed that the front section was burned and that the driver's seatbelt was a 3

point system and fully retracted. The belt moved freely and locked secarely. No other information from this vehicle is

available due to the damage caused by the fire.

INVESTIGATION REVEALED:

Driver #1, who possesses a valid Connecticut Driver's License, was operating a white 1998 Subaru Legacy passenger

vehicle. She was the sole occupant of the vehicle-and was restrained. Driver #1 had been traveling south on Intersiate 287

in the right lane, attempting to locate the Red Roof Inn on Route 46 in Parsippany, off of exit 42 of I-287. Passing exit 42,

Driver #1 slowed down dramatically in the right lane.

Driver #2, who possessed a valid New Jersey Driver's License, was operating a 1996 Jeep Cherokee, southbound on

Interstate 287 in the right lane, behind Vehicle #1. She was the sole occupant of the vehicle and it is unknown whether she

was restrained or not. As Vehicle #2 continued traveling south, Driver #2 encountered Driver #1 slowing dramatically.

Driver #2 reacted by also slowing.

Driver #3, who possesses a valid New Jersey Driver's License, was operating a silver 2004 Toyota Sienna minivan,

southbound on Interstate 287 in the right lane, behind Vehicle #2. She was the sole oceupant of the vehicle and was

properly restrained. As vehiele #3 continued traveling southbound, she failed to observe the slowing of Vehicle #1 and

Vehicle #2 and as result, struck the rear of Vehicle #2. Upon striking Vehicle #2, the front portion of Vehicle #3 went

underneath the rear of Vehicle #2, rupturing the gas tank and causing both, Vehicle #2 and Vehicle #3, to become

engulfed in flames. Simultaneously, with this impact, Vehicle #2 was pushed into the rear of Vehicle #1, causing Vehicle #1

to run off the traveled portion of the roadway and onto the right shoulder. As a result of the impacts, Vehicle #2 rotated in

a counterclockwise direction and came to an uncontrolled final rest position in the center lane, facing north. Vehicle #2

remained fully engulfed in flames. Vehicle #3 came to a final uncontrolled rest position in the right lane facing

southbound, as Vehicle §#2 also remained engulfed in flames. While driving in the center lane at the time of the accident,

Vehicle #4 was struck by debris, as a result of the collision and explosion of Vehicle #1, Vehicle #2 and Vehicle #3. There

was cosmetic damage to the right front fender of Vehicle #4 observed on the passenger side on 02/28/2007 when Driver #4
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135 Crash Description

came in to Netcong Station in order to provide a written and tape recorded statement.

As a result of this collision, Driver #1 suffered minor injuries and refused further medical attention, Driver #1 was

subseguently issued summonses for Obstructing Traffic (39:4-67 SP3410616) and Careless Driving (39:4-97 SP3410617).

Driver #2 perished within her vehicle and was pronounced at 1100 hours by Doctor Fonseca of Morristown Memorial

Hospital. Driver #3 was able to exit her vehicle and was relayed to Saint Claire's Hospital in Denville for further treatment

of her injuries which included a contusion to the forehead and complaiit of pain on the neck and baclk. Driver #3 was

subsequently issued summonses for Speeding (39:4-98 SP3410618) and Careless Driving (39:4-97 SP3410619).
CONCLUSION:

This accident was caused by Driver #3, who was operating a Toyota Sienna in the right lane of 1-287 South, by failing to

stop upon encountering Vehicle #2 stopped or traveling at a very low speed in the same lane. Driver #1 was also

responsible by carelessly and drastically siowing down in the right lane to a very low speed, obstructing the path of travel

of Vehicle #2 and causing it to slow down drastically as well. Vehicle #3 struck Vehicle #2 in the rear, causing it to explode

and pushing it forward. Vehicle #2 and Vehicle #3 became engulfed in flames as a result of the explosion. Vehicle #2 then

struck Vehicle #1 and spun around into the center lane. Vehicle #1 traveled forward into the right shoulder. Vehicle #4

was traveling on 1-287 in the center lane at the time at the accident and was struck by debris as a result of the collision and
explosion of Vehicle #1, Vehicle #2 and Vehicle #3.
EXPLANATION OF BOXES:

Box #118a (Page 1): Obstruction of traffic.

Box #121 (Page 1): Physical status for driver #2 is pending Toxicolopy resulis.

Box #118a (Page 2): Driver #3 failed to observe vehicles #1 & #2 in the roadway.

Box #133 (Page 1): Vehicle #2 was totaled due to fire damage.
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Interstate 287 Parsippany Township Weather: Clear
Morris County Road Surface: Dry

B0B02007445A February 24, 200+
Netcong Station 0853 Hours Milepost 42.8 South

VEHICLE DYNAMICS (1 o 2)

ACURA CONTINUES ON

LIGHT POLE

SUBARU SEPARATES FROM JEEP

TOYOTA STRIKES REAR OF JEEP
RUPTURING GAS TANK

Drawn lo
Approvimale Scale:
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Interstate 287 Parsippany Township Weaather, Clear
Milepost 42.8 South Moarris County Road Surface: Dry

BO802007445A February 24, 200¢
" Neicang Station 0853 Hours

VEHICLE DYNAMICS (2 o 2)

== ACURA CONTINUES ON
\(\_/\\)

' 7 SUBARU FINAL REST
/\'/ SUBARU REAR BUMPER

o —a——LIGHT POLE

JEEP ROTATES TO FINAL REST,
WHILE ENGULFED IN FLAMES

TOYOTA FINAL REST WHILE
ENGULFED IN FLAMES

Drawnio
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B0B02007445A February 24, 20L. Interstate 287
-Nettong ‘Station 0853 Hours

Pars|,_, any Township Weather. Clear

Milepost 42.8 South Morris County Road Surface: Dry

AFTER ACCIDENT DIAGRAM

ACURA CONTINUES ON

SUBARU FINAL REST

SUBARU REAR BUMPER
SUBARU TIRE MARK

LIGHT POLE

JEEP FINAL REST

GUIDE RAIL ~——=—

TOYOTA FINAL REST
TOYOTA TIRE MARK /7 GOUGE

RIM GOUGE — </
GLASS SCRATCH
ROAD EDGE ——— SCRAPE
SHOULDER GOUGE
RUMBLE STRIP
ROAD EDGE

SHOULDER

GUIDE RAIL Drawn to
Approximate Scale:
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