
Open Letter of 27 October 1999 to 
United States Attorney General Janet Reno 

 
 

 
From: 
 
Paul V. Sheridan, Former Chairman of the Chrysler Minivan Safety Leadership 
Team (SLT) and 2005 Civil Justice Foundation National Champion 
 
 
Subject : 
 
Department of Justice Assistance to Special Interests : Chrysler Corporation,  
FOIA Lawsuits and the NHTSA Defect Investigation Conspiracy 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Paragraph: 
 
“I am currently the defendant in the largest damages claim against an individual citizen in the history of 
the United States: $ 82 Million (Tab 1).  The original lawsuit was filed ex parte by Chrysler Corporation 
during Christmas 1994.  Aware that I was never notified of the December 27th hearing, and had no legal 
counsel present, Judge Hilda Gage of Michigan’s Oakland Circuit Court issued a “muzzle order” against 
me.  The damages portion involves my March 1995 interview with ABC News 20/20, and my statements 
regarding the defective Chrysler minivan liftgate latch.  Chrysler lawyer Steve Hantler exclaimed: 
 

“We may ask for more . . .” 
 
President of the Michigan Bar, Thomas Keinbaum, the lawyer who filed the damages claim, refuses to 
comment publicly.  The implicit purpose of the $ 82 Million claim is the intimidation of any employee(s) 
whose opinion(s) regarding safety defects is opposed by Chrysler management.  The theme of 
intimidation is repeated throughout this discussion (Tab 2) . . . 
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