August 31, 2010

Honorable David L. Strickland, Administrator
NHTSA

Headquarters/West Building

1200 New Jersey Ave. SE

Washington, DC 20590

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE

Washington, DC 20590

Senator Frank Lautenberg
324 Hart Senate Office Bidg.
Washington, DC 20510-3003

Mr. Clarence Ditlow

Center for Auto Safety

Suite 330

1825 Connecticut Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20009-5708

]jear S1r8s:

The recent media reports of the Federal Government’s investigatinn of the
Chrysler Jeep Grand Cherokee have come to my attention. I am the sunrwmg spouse of

a victim ot a post-collisien-fuel tank fire/explosien. - : am m o mmem e s

My wife, Susan, was travelling on a New Jersey highway and was struck in the
rear while driving a Jeep Grand Cherokee. Upon impact, the rear of the Jeep where the
gas tank was located immediately burst into flames. As you can see from the attached
doctor’s letter, my wife suffered horribly as she burned to death.

The purpose of thts letter is to offer my assistance to this investigation. At the
time of my wife’s death, in addition to the 1996 Jeep Grand Cherokee she was dnving,
we owned a 2003 Jeep Grand Cherckee. This vehicle has remained in my garage since
her death because I will not sell or permit it to be resold to another potentially



unfortunate family who is unaware of the fact that the Jeep Grand Cherokee was
designed with an unprotected fuel tank located in the most vulnerable position behind the
axle and below the bumper.

Since Susan’s death, 1 have obtained information which exposes Chrysler’s
knowledge of fuel system fires caused by fuel tank locations behind the axle. Chrysler
knew their cars were dangerous well before Susan’s death. 1 am enclosing the 1978
memo authored by L.L Baker, Chrysler’s manager of automotive safety. A careful
reading of this memorandum also reveals that at the very least, *...a protective impact
deflection struciure may have to be provided...”

As the 1978 Raker memorandum states, “An investigation whether to relocate the
fuel tank or provide impact deflecting structures is presently underway.”

The Jeep that Susan was driving in 2007 at the ume of her death had a plastic fuel
tank located behind the axle and no protection whatsoever, including no impact
deflecting structure. ' We now know that Susan’s horrendous suffering and death was
entirely preventable.

If my 2003 Jeep Grand Cherokee is needed for inspections or tesung, mcluding
crash testing, my family would be willing to donate this vehicle.

If you wish to know any further details about Susan’s collision or the ongoing
litigation please contact my attorney, Angel M. DeFilippo at Grieco, Oates & Delvilippo,
LLC, 414 Eagle Rock Avenue, Suite 200, West Orange, NJ 07052, (973) 243-2099.

Again. my intent is to assist you in preventing another family from suffering the
srief and losses that we continue to experience

Very truly yvours,

JH L

Thomas Kline

CC: Angel M. DeFilippo, Esq.
Paul V. Sheridan
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August 09 2010

Angel DeFlllppn
Grieco, Oates & DEFIlepD LLC
414 Eagle Rock Avenue, Suite 200 -
: -West Orange NJ 0?052 |

_Dear'Ms DEF_thppp,- B LT RE Suﬁri Mﬁrris. |

Thls repnrt |5 authnred after review of the fullnwmg dncu ments whlch were supplled by |

your office: I:Znt:\unts,ir of Morris Office- of Medical Exammer Autnpsy Report fur Susan |
Morris; Furensm Dental Exam; Death Certrflcate Pnllce Repﬂrt Wltness statement uf
_Peter MUDdIE and phntngraphs a ' - | |
There are |:1::art|r.:ularh,.»r dlsturblng flndlnga in the autt:q.:rsa,»r repnrt mdtcatlng that Ms MDI’I‘IS
was alwe and cunscrous imrnediateh,r fnlluwmg the mutur uehrcle acctdent (MVA) whlch
resulted in the explnsmn of her autnmublte | | - R

On page fnur ﬂf the StatE PGIICE repnrt filed by Truuper 5598 it is nuted that Ms Nlurrls z

‘ :{HEhIEIE #2) was fﬂund "Iawng acrossthe front passenger seat.” Either she could have
been: (1) thmwn fullnwmg the |mpaf:t uncﬂnscmus versus dead or: (2) electwely tned to

escape her burnlng autumublle Both the physics of a rear end impact and rewew Df the
| phntugraphs c[earlt,v undersmre the. latter as the. hkely ﬁcenarm |

- The aumpsy repnrt nutes a carbﬂwhemﬂglnbln Ievel (CE}H b) nf only 29 as. measured by
NMS.labs. Ftre_releases carbon monoxide (CO) whlch is bﬂund by the- hemnglﬂbm in red

LGFII:TTE?&I' 1j 3U or pgreater, This means that Wnrns was lndeec actively breatﬁmg IR

| after the Fre started {:e she rnhaled cO and was ahve) Furthermc:re when she |
| -.'stnpped breathlng [:e dled} her COHb was I‘Iﬂt S0, elevated that she shpped 1ntn an |
. _unconscious state and sluwly suffncated ‘thus eieuating her. COHb levil even hlgher o

ZBI} nghland Auenue Glen Rldge, New Jersey 07028

TEL (973) 743 4300 -‘?'3 o - '-_' FA}( (9?3) 743-3111

- _‘Rather her thermal mjunes were so Extenswe that she mnst hkely‘d:ed from these and B
©su I::;5e<::|l_ua:ntl!,,i stupped hreathtng Based on her COHb ieuel she was not’ gwen the i
L nppurtumtv tu shp into unmnscmusness but rather wa,s cunked alwe
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| 'Page 2 ef 3 Merrls i.

There ls ho ewdence in the autepsy reperl: ef any ether ergan mjur‘,r, but fer thermal

.damage and its seq uela. The blunt trauma te the r:hest wrth undlsplaced nb fractures
G __'[sn:] is ef no censequence - - - A

) Further e‘uldence ef her breathmg after tmpaet is supplled bv seet dEpﬂSltan in her
_Ian,rnx and trachea as well as her: Iungs The: autepsv repert notes “severe h*,rperemla -
- _and cengestren - ewdenee of the bedy’s reaetlen to breathmg noxious fumes into the -

dellcate mternal Immg of the bedy’ S resprratery svstem Ftespenses to these unpleasa nt

. .fereign bedtes melude severe and spasmedlc eeughlng and eye lrrltatlen

The heat fraetures in the extremltles ‘as deserlbed in the auterps\,;F repert are a result ef

such’ hrgh temperatures that the must;le shrmks as it -is cooked and pulls at the bony -

~ insertions while the euter cortex of bene is weakened frem thermal Injumr The heat |
5 fractures in the skull: are a result of. mtreased intracranial pressure as the. esr:aplng .
- steam frem the cooked brain blews eut the calvarial benes Heat amputatmns of d|g|ts
| “which are deserlhed in the repert area result of sueh high temperature that the skin;-

muscle, tepdens and bone are: srmplv €3 rbenlzed and turned into-dust.: Fertunately,
these tEI."F'IblY tragle euents were t:empleted after Ms Marris” death, heweuer, these o

---'eertalniy started beforeshe dled When cembmed with the COHb level mdleatlng
~_definite butnot termlna! CO expesu re the' prexlmate eause of death even more so is.
. :_Ilkelv,r thermal |njur\,r | - e S '

o Thermal mjur'yr is well knewn as perhaps the mest painful 1njurv frem Wthh to recever - e
_Th eauae CM@? exposure of r nervei_envlreﬂm&ﬂtﬂﬁﬂmlﬂdﬂuﬂlmm— i

1. ;"ven'}l'ght teueh can be herrlb!v pamful ﬂnv persen whe ﬁas

_'_---'Exper:enced a- flrst or secend dEgree burn cah attestto the severe pain. whlch resu1ts
- -The medlcal hterature rs replete wnh manuser}pts descrtbing medu:al management ef

......

L rremeally the p-f-un deereases slnce the nenres whlch prepagate the slgnal te the bram
are themselves ellmlnated by the thermai lnjury Slmplv stated the pam ls well knewn
35 EKCI"UCIBtIﬂg Leoh A S P . B A Lo -
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| Page 3.0f 3: Morris E

The burns that Ms Merrrs suffered went. threugh an euelutren There was beth drrect
=f|ame as well as heat injury.: Her entire bedv was expesed to all stages ef burn—:
.pregressmg frem flrst through fau rth degree burrrsr These. fi nally beeame 50 severe that
_heat fractures eeeurred Ihere is ne way to knew EKHCﬂY when she dred but she -
% 'eertarnly was expesed to severe pam - Co Coem s

'Srnee she was eensereus fel[ewrng thrs MVA the fear and knewledge ef lmmrnent death
_is another critical factor in perception of pain. Once again, the medical literature is -
replete WIth studres deeumentlng hew EII'I}{IEtY rnereases the [evel of parn experreneed

n sum'ma Iy, th'e' aute'psv report pmmeS esr‘rdence that Ms Me'r'ris was Eenseiaus’ after
impact; moved to the passenger-seatin order to attempt escape;-and died asa result ef |
acute thermal Il"'l]l.ll'\,r' “She did not suffer any .other. injuries that weuld mdlcate she was -
~ UNCONSCIoUS Or th rown out of the driver’s seat at the time of impact. Moreover, the -
. physics of a rear rmpact would.not preduce a scenario where she could be thrown into
the. passenger s seat. Rather it is most’ I:kely that Ms -Morris was conscious af'ter her car
- was hit. ‘With ﬂames Iapp:ng threugheut the vehrele; she s::llmbed into'the passenger
- seat trylng to escape immolation. She suffered direct pain from. ﬂames and heat as her -
| _skrn melted away. The first and. secend degree burns. thrnugheut her entlre bedy would
- be-excruciatingly painful.. She weuld be racked by eeughrng due to the soot and her - -
'eyes would be tearing exeesswely as well. Since- she was presumal:rl*,»r conscious, her
| ;'an:nnet'g,rF weuld ECtUEI"Y increase the seventy of her pain and'the: herrrﬁe naturg.of-her-.
srtuatlen A reasenable estimate would. be that she was. alnre fer perhaps three to f'r o

-

____.___mlnutesr Qea;ilya_sa mererfuj_eseap_eu i e e e
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Fuel Svstem Desien ~ Chrysler Passenger Cars And Trucks.

Pursuant to the discussions Eetu&en'ﬂessrs. Vining, Jeffe, Sperlich and

yourself with Mr. Mochida on Auvgust 22, the fuel sysctem design for domes-
tic passenger c¢ars and trucks is summarized for Mr. Mochida's informacion.

Not only are the impact performance requirements of MV55-301 pertinenc ro
the design approach but the significant increase in the last few years in

the numbers of product liabiliry cases involwving fuel system fires and the
increase In the size of the awards by sympachetic juries has to be recog-
nized. In the Ford Pinto case the NHTSA Office of Defects lavestigation
selected arbitrary performance criteria of minimal or no fual leakage when
the test car is impacted In the rear by a full size car at 35 mph-as a basis
for questioning the saferty of a recall modification of the Pinto.

. Passenger Car

Tuel Tanl Locacion -

The front wheel drive configuration in Chrysler’s Ommi and Horizon
alloved the fuel tank to be locaced benearch the rear seat. This
location provides the protection of all of the structure behind

the rear wheels—as well as the rear wheels themselves—to pretack
the tank from being damaged in a collision. This same locarcion will
be used in the new 1981 KE-Body cars which will alsc have a front
wheel drivs.

The rear wheel drivé H~Body scheduled for introduction in 1583 will
.- —have_the fuel tani.located over the rear.axla and beneath .the -floor

p'a_ﬁh;l__ S Y

The question of whether M, R or J-Body cars should be converted to
tank over axle prior to their phase-out is a marter under intensive
studvy at this time.

Filller Neck And Can'

As the fuel rank is moved to a more forward location, the fuel £fil3]
is moved to the side of the car. The fuel cap will be recessed be-~
low the body surface and a fuel fill door provided. The fuel filler
neck is desizned to break away from the car body with the fuel filler
cap scill i~ place. A

In this design the filler cap and fill neek or £ill tube remain with
the rank to avoid separarion and possible fuel leakage. This side
fF111 $e erhadnlad far J and M=-Bodies in 1980 and che Y=car in 198]1.



-

My, R. M. Sinclair Page 2 Augustc 24, 1978

The Fuel Fill is less likely ro be damaged in a sideswipe when

located on the right side of the car. As new models are introduced,
the fuel £fill will be moved to the right side of the vehicle. This

may also offer greater proctection to drivers who rum out of gasolinme on

the highway, since they will fill the rank on the side away from the
tratfic.

Struccure

In 1979 through 1983, the M, R, and J model cars which have the fuel
tank under the £loor pan behind the rear wheels, structural reinforce-
ment of the longitudinals on each side of the tank, shielding of any
unfriendly surfaces adjacent to the tank, and the design of STraps and
hangers to limitr undesired tank movement will be employed.

. Truck

Fuel Tank Location

The same prineiples regarding fuel tank location apply to truck design.
It is important that these larger fuel tanks are not only shielded

from damage in a collision but do not break away from the truck and
theraby spread fuel onto the roadway. The approach used by Mitsubishi
on the SP-27 of locating the fuel tank ahead of the rear whesls appears
to provide good protaction for the tank.

The front wheel drive T-115 to be introduced in 1982 will have the fuel
cank ahead of the rear wheels and undar the Tear sear. However, In
rear wheal drive crucks there is no clearance over the axle for fuel
rank installarion and in many cases there is insufficient space ahead
of the axle for fuel ranks of the desired capacity.

Chrysler is investigating fuel tank relocation ahead of the rear wheels
for vans and mulgi-purpose vehicles, but present plans for pickups
through 1983 and for MPV's and vans thxough 1985 have the fuel tank

. located.behind.rhe rear wheels. _In wvehiecles both with and without bum-—

Pers CheYE 15 a concern oith verticalnetghe-differences—-that-create———-
a mismacch wich passenger car bumpers. Where fuel rank location behind

the rear axlie is all that is feasible, a protective impact deflection strw:
ture may have to be provided whether or not a bumper is provided. An
investigarion whether to relocate the fuel tank or to provide impact
defleccing srructures is presently underway.

Fill Neck And Cap -

All trucks and vans have side fill. The sweptline pickup truck (DW 1-3)
and multi~purpose vehicles (AD-1 & AW-1) will have a recessed fill cap
and fuel filler door beginning in 138l.

)
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